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Celebrating 2000 years since 
the birth of Jesus Christ 
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Diocese of Oxford Reporter 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 






We wish our readers a 
very joyful and peaceful 
Christmas and all blessings 
for the year to come 


WEAR A CROSS 10 LINK 
THE MILLENNIUM WITH 
THE NAME OF JESUS 

A message from the 
Bishop of Oxford 

When the Archbishop of 
Canterbury visited the 
Oxford Diocese earlier in 
the year, he suggested that 
one way Christians could 
witness during this coming year would be 
by wearing a cross. Bishop Dominic 
enthused the senior staff about this and 
now I would like to enthuse you! A small 
well-designed lapel cross, incorporating the 
Diocesan logo, is now available for £ I . 
Details of how to order this have been sent 
to all churchwardens and should be 
announced with a pastoral letter from all 
the Bishops on Advent Sunday. Together 
with the cross is a card encouraging prayer 
for specific people. 

During this time there will be many events 
celebrating the Millennium, both secular 
and Christian, some of which are men- 
tioned in this issue ofThe DOOR. I still 
think that it is worth bearing in mind the 
rationale of all this, as set out by Churches 
Together in England: 

The task of the Churches in the Millennium is to forge 
a link in people’s minds between the year 2000 and 
the name of Jesus Christ, and the possiblity of 
personal meaning. 

Every word of that is worth pondering, 
praying about and making a reality. 

With every good wish and blessing this 
Christmas and in the new Millennium. 

DO* 

More about the Millennium Cross on page 3 



All this comes from One village 



The place to shop for interiors ♦ On the A44 in Woodstock 

Craft made articles for the home ♦ From craftmakers’ cooperatives 
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Inside The DOOR 

•The Bishop of Oxford on faith page 5 

• Hope Street - a Christmas story page 7 

• Martin Cavender on thresholds page 8 
•The Diocese celebrates pages 10 and 1 1 

• Millennium books page IS 

•We must be kinder to children page 18 
•The Oxford Diocese in 1000? page 19 

• An Oxford home from home page 20 

• How to help this Christmas DOORpost 


Don't forget The DOOR is now available on audiotape from 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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The DOOR 

The DOOR is published ten times a year. 45,000 copies 
are distributed in the Diocese of Oxford with the help of 
volunteers. 

Editor Christine Zwart.Telephone:OI865 208227 
Assistant Clare Wenham Telephone: 0 1 865 208226 
Photography Frank Blackwell 
Business and distribution manager Tim Russian 
Editorial support group Tim Russian (Chairman, Long Crendon), 
John Crowe (Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery); Clemency Fox (Marston), 
Keith Lamdin (Director of Training), Jo Saunders (Social Responsibility 
Officer), Leighton Thomas (Abingdon Deanery), Richard Thomas 
(Communications Officer), John Winnington-lngram (Cottisford), David 
Winter (Cold Ash). 

Editorial address Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

Fax: 0 1 865 790470. e-mail: door@oxford.anglican.org 
Advertising address David Holden, WHY Publications Ltd, 4th 
floor, Westway House, Botley, Oxford OX2 9JW. 

Telephone 01865 254506. Fax 01865 728800. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications 
Ltd (Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce).The registered office is 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB.Tel: 
01865 208200. 

Deadlines for February 2000 DOOR (no January): Features 
January 6; Letters , What’s on , advertising January 1 7; News January 24. 

While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their 
inclusion in The DOOR does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by 
the Diocese of Oxford. 


Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB 
Tel:OI865 208200. Fax: 01 865 790470.e-mail bishopoxon@oxforrf.ang1iran.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Dr Anthony Russell, 
Holmby House, Sibford Ferris, Banbury, OXI5 5RG Tel:OI295 
780583. Fax: 01 295 788686. e-mail bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, 

Christ Church, Oxford OXI I DP 

Tel: 01 865 204440. Fax 204465. e-mail archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 

Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Dominic Walker, OGS, 

Bishop’s House, Tidmarsh Lane,Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 

Tel: 01 189 841216. Fax:OI 18 984 1218. e-mail b^hopreading@oxfofriangiican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG 1 4 2JG 

Tel: 0 1 635 552820. Fax: 0 1 635 522 1 65. e-mail archdber@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP 1 6 9BD 
Tel: 0 1 494 862 1 73. Fax:: 0 1 494 890508. e-mail bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable David Goldie, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP2 1 9LW 

Tel: 0 1 296 423269. Fax: 0 1 296 397324. e-mail archdbuc@oxford.ang1ican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of Ebbsfleet The Right Revd Michael Houghton 

8 Goldney Avenue, Clifton, Bristol BS8 4RATel:0l 179731752 


Our hope for the new Millennium 

Revival, holiness, success for Jubilee 2000, young people knowing Jesus - these were among the 
hopes expressed by a group of people in the Oxford Diocese on the eve of the Millennium 



Roger Harwood 

My hope is that our nation will 
fulfil its redemptive purpose in 
God’s creation, that the Church 
may fully exercise its God-given 
ministry of reconciliation and 
that Revival will come! 

RogerHarwood is Principal Buildings Office for 
the Diocese, of Oxford. 


The Bishop of Dorchester 

The Church is often regarded as 
being out of touch; my prayer 
for the new millennium is that it 
will be more deeply in touch 
with the holiness of God, the 
compassion of Jesus, and the 
strength of the Holy Spirit. 
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Philip Giddings 

My prayer for the millennium is 
that we will do what Jesus told the 
messengers from John the Baptist 
to do: 4 . . . report what you have 
have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cured, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
and good news is preached to the 
poor.’ That’s what Jesus’ coming 
meant and what we celebrate. 

Dr Giddings is a lecturer in Politics at Reading 
University, a Reader and Diocesan Lay Chairman. 


Christmas Meditation 

Come, 0 Thou Shining One 
Come ever and ever again 
Manger Child 
Life giving Word 
Risen, glorified Lord 

Come as You will 

Lift us from our bed of 

straw 

To worship and adore 
To reign with you, 

evermore. 

MaryPhilpot 


The Bishop of 
Reading 

My hope for the Church 
in the third millennium is 
that it HUMS -in 
Holiness, Unity, Mission 
and Service. Holiness is to 
be Christ-like and must 
be the first mark of the 
Church, and from it will 
flow the longing for unity 
and the desire for mission 
and service. 



Mary Turner 


My main hope is that we all, 
and especially young people, 
learn to know the true 
meaning of the millennium - 
to love and serve the Lord 
Jesus with all our hearts and 
our neighbours as ourselves. 
May God give us the strength 
and the desire to do this. 

Miss Turner lives in retirement in Reading 
after a life-time of ministry in the Church 



Sean Doherty 

One of my biggest and 
brightest hopes is that the 
Jubilee 2000 campaign will be 
successful and millions of the 
world’s poor will receive the 
new start they have been 
hoping for. I also hope that 
more young people will get to 
know Jesus better. 

Sean is an undergraduate at Jesus College, 
Oxford. He comes from Ascot. 
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Discover a new angle on 
design and marketing 
excellence. 


jm 

y Serving Christian business 

^ men and women. 

t: (01296) 339909 f: (01296) 415818 ^ 

e: info@sage-sequoia.co.uk , — l / 


SALTMINE 
THEATRE . 

COMPANY 

requires 

TWO ACTORS 
l Male & l Female 
to commence January 2000 

Send CV and photo to 
David Robinson, Saltmine Theatre Company 
PO Box 15, Dudley, West Mids DY3 2AN 
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THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 


DIOCESE OF 
BATH & WELLS 


d 


ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT 

The Diocesan Board of Finance is seeking to appoint an Assistant 
Accountant who will work as part of a busy team in the Diocesan 
Office, in Wells. The postholder will be responsible for supervising 
the Accounts office and providing support for the Accountant. 
Salary £20,000 per annum plus other benefits. Closing date for 
applications 20 December 1999. 

Interviews will be held at the Old Deanery on 20 January 2000. 
Further information and application form from 

Jonathan Cox, Dioceaan Accountant, 

The Old Deanery, Wells, Somerset, BA5 2UG. 
(Tel. 01749 670777) 


COATFU-L /NF 


Iternet ready Comp/£1 99.00 
IBM Mil 333 £379 inc 
Pentium II 400 CEL £495 inc 
Pentium III 500 £699 inc 

All with SVGA monitors, Keyboard, mouse and speakers, plus software 
bundle. Upgrades and repairs. Also other multimedia systems from 
£85inc. 10am- 10pm. Same day delivery. 


INTELLIGENCE CAN BE INCREASED NATURALLY 
ARTHRITIS IS BEST RELIEVED NATURALLY 


Wanted ! 


Large antique bookcases, 
Grand Piano’s, Grandfather 
Clocks and desks. 

Will travel, cash buyer 

Mr H Morris 
Freephone: 
0800 074 2667 





ALL CD'S - COOD LIGHTS 
Xmas ( Nsw Year dates still available 
Tel: 01869 322772 Ask for Mike 


10% Discount with this advert 


T °J 


LARGE VICTORIAN & 
GEORGIAN FURNITURE 


REQUIRED 

Dining tables, Bookcases, 
Desks, Chests, Cupboards, 
Sideboards, Wardrobes, 
Linen Presses, Bureaux, 
Tallboys, Dressers. 
Exellent prices offered. 
DAVID MORTON ANTIQUES. 

Georgian House, 35, Hall Park Avenue. 
Westdiff, Essex SSO 8NP 

Tel: 01702 354144/479153 or 
0860 307094 


YOUR TAX RETURN 



If you still haven’t done it, 
maybe it’s time to get some 
help. Call us for a free 
brochure or an immediate 
quotation. 

Just Tax 

0800 716961 

57 LONDON ROAD • HIGH WYCOMBE • BUCKS 
www.just-tax.co.uk 



Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson's 
Guernsey. GT2 4DL. 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Post 
from GUERNSEY 
Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.50 
(including post and packing). 
Alternative numbers of blooms available. 

Order by Telephone 01481 235151 
(9am- 12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 239061 

(24 hours - 7 days a week) 

S 3 01481 235151 SB 










DECEMBER 1999 THE DOOR 


news . I 


Concern at unhealthy silence 

T he ‘Unhealthy Silence* conference attracted about 
200 participants, reports Jennifer Beresford, includ- 
ing those from health, education, probation and 
social services, police, solicitors and a wide range of vol- 
untary organisations, an indication of the widespread 
concern about the crime of domestic violence. Two gov- 
ernment speakers emphasised concern at the highest 
levels. The conference, organised by the Thames Valley 
Partnership, was held at Radley College on 22 October. 

We were presented with some horrifying statistics. Rape 
has increased 165% in the last 10 years; one in four women are 
affected by domestic violence at some time in their lives, 
those between 16 and 29 being at the greatest risk especially 
when pregnant. There are also serious implications for 
women’s health: abused women are 15 times as likely to use 
drugs, and five times as likely to be suicidal. A worker from 
Centrepoint told us of 250,000 homeless young people, 
2,000-3,000 of them sleeping rough, mainly because of abuse 
and domestic violence. 

One of the long-term ways of preventing violence, men- 
tioned by some speakers, was the inclusion of the subject in 
PSHE (personal, social and health education) lessons in 
schools. These should include more teaching about feelings 
and self-esteem and preferably involve parents. Many victims 
refuse to prosecute. Speeding up the court process and mak- 
ing courts more user-friendly was seen as one solution to this. 
Awareness training and support for all those working in the 
front line with abusers and their victims, such as health visi- 
tors and police, was strongly recommended. The importance 
of professionals from all the agencies taking time work 
together was perhaps the most important message. 

It was clear that a higher priority and more resources are 
urgently needed to expand and strengthen the work already 
being done by so many dedicated workers This conference 
must have helped in developing links between professionals 
in the public and private sectors to enable them to promote 
new ways of preventing violence and supporting the victims. 



Clean slate for Advent? 

These pupils of Edward Fetid School, Kidlington are among 


thousands of people across the country who have signed up 
to the Clean Slate Campaign started by Edward Peters, a 
member of St Andrew’s, Unton Road*The first week of 
Advent (29 Nov - 5 Dec), with its theme of repentance, is 
designated Oxford Clean Slate Week, part of the national 
Clean Slate Campaign which invites everyone to think of 
something they would like to wipe off their slates - and then 
do it before the new Millennium. Backed by the Lord Mayor 
of Oxford, local MPs and the Oxford Mail , the week has also 
been welcomed by local churches - some of which, like SS 
Mary and John, Cowley are opening at specific times for any 
who want to make a fresh start in their lives. Speakers at a 
national gathering on I December will include the Bishop of 
London and the Chief Rabbi. Dozens of people have written, 
usually anonymously, about what they have done to clean 
their slates. Further information is available from P0 Box 1143, 
Oxford 0X2 TWA, tel 01865 510734, including leaflets, posters, Bible 
Study notes , and a Millennium greeting card costing 30 pence. 


Allow detainees freedom to worship, says report 

The importance of allowing detainees in Campsfield House 
and other immigration detention centres to practise their 
religion as fully as possible is one of the recommendations in 
a report commissioned by the Bishop of Oxford. It recom- 
mends that full-time chaplains should be appointed where 
possible, and that rooms should be set aside for worship. The 
\eport, The Kindness of Strangers, is available, price £6 
(including p and p) from The Bishop’s Office, Diocesan 
Church House. 


Good neighbours 

The churches at The Claydons 
have launched a Christian 
Neighbourhood Scheme which 
has been in preparation for 
two years. It is the one of the 
first ecumenical neighbour- 
hood schemes in Bucks. At a 
service in the Methodist 
Church, the Revd Norman 
Hooks commissioned the Link 
Organiser, the three area 
organisers and the 40 ‘Church 
Links’ representing all parts of 
the scattered rural commu- 
nity. The preacher. Canon 
Derek Palmer, the Diocese’s 
Millennium Officer, told a 
packed church that all they 
did was done in the name of 
the Christian Church and not 
just their own denomination. 


Church asks MEPs 
for VAT reduction 

Deddington PCC members 
showered MEPs with 
demands that Euro direc- 
tives reduce VAT on church 
repairs from 17.5% to 5%. 
James Elies MEP visited 
Deddington last month to 
meet his constituents and 
to see for himself the work 
on the church roof. The 
village raised £160,000 for 
the repairs. The change in 
VAT would mean that 
£20,000 extra could be 
spent on the building. 

Mr Elies said that the EU 
could allow the change 
only if the UK government 
could be persuaded to press 
for it. 


Wear a cross, suggests Archbishop 

Imagine what an encouragement it could be if all Christians 
in the Diocese were able to recognise each other by the cross 
they were wearing. The idea came from the Archbishop of 
Canter-bury on his visit to the Oxford Diocese in March, 
when asked what Christians could do to celebrate the Mill- 
ennium. To make it possible, the Diocese has commissioned 
a pin badge which is now available to all churches. 

If you order the cross you will receive a small prayer card 
to invite you to pray for the mission of the Diocese. It has 
space for the names of three people whom you know who 
have a heavy cross to bear, and three 
people whom you would like to 
come to faith in Christ. 

The crosses are available in packs 
of ten and cost £1 each. Any profit 
will be donated to the Bishop’s Out- 
reach Fund to help specific 
projects. Letters have gone out to 
churchwardens asking for someone 
to act as co-ordinator in the parish. 
Crosses (in packs of 10) are available 
from: Millennium Crosses, PO Box 85, 
Burford Priory, Carterton DO, 0X18 
4XX. Cheques to VDPUBS Ltd '. 
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Crowds flock to hear Gerard Hughes 

Twice as many people as had been expected arrived at Westmin- 
ster College on 6 November to hear Fr Gerard Hughes, author of 
God of Surprises. He spelled out powerfully the challenge of the 
new century to the church to respond tothe crises facing the plan- 
et and the oppressed. ‘What would you do if the risen Christ 
arrived on your doorstep? Probably end up locking him in a cup- 
board, with flowers and a candle in front, to avoid his message,* 
said Fr Gerry. Later Faringdon Justice & Peace Group explained 
howthey give away 50% of their Catholic parish’s income every 
month - £5000 in September. The Wild Goose ‘Jubilee Liturgy’ was 
used for for the rousing final worship, which featured Madeline 
Gorringe in her ‘Dance v. Debt’. The event was organised by 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire. 


Sleep-out for homeless 

Ninety one people chose to 
sleep out on a wintry night in 
St Clement’s churchyard in 
Oxford to raise money for 
* Oxford’s homeless. They 
included Father Tom Farrell 
from Woodstock, Roman 
Catholic Episcopal Vicar for 
Oxfordshire, and a group of 
pupils and teachers from Fitz- 
harry’s School, Abingdon. 

The sleep-out on 20 Nov- 
ember was co-ordinated by 
David Belton of the Churches 
Housing Trust. He said that 
Oxford, possibly with 
Brighton, has the most acute 
single person’s housing prob- 
lem in the south east, but also 
has a substantial number of 
families living in temporary 
accommodation. The annual 
sleep-out has raised £61,000 
over four years for eight chari- 
ties providing help for 
homeless and badly housed 
people. Homelessness Sunday 
is 30 January 2000. 


Banbury Foyer opened 

The national Anti-drugs Co- 
ordinator, Keith Hellawell, 
praised a pioneering scheme 
spearheaded by a Christian 
housing association to tackle 
the problems of homelessness 
and unemployment among 16- 
25 year olds in Banbury. He told 
how his own life had been 
turned around because some 
one took time to care: as a 15 
year old miner he had been 
encouraged by his colliery 
manager to attend college. Mr 
Hellawell was speaking on 16 
November at the opening of the 
Banbury Foyer, a development 
of 15 flats, a community room 
and a training suite. To qualify 
for accommodation, would-be 
tenants must agree to undergo 
training or further education. 
The £750,000 scheme was spear- 
headed by Banbury Homes (part 
of the Shaftesbury Housing 
Group), Cherwell District 
Council and public and volun- 
tary organisations. 


Organisations join to launch rural helpcard 

A helpcard is part of an initiative to address the growing prob- 
lems of Oxfordshire’s rural population. The card is the brain- 
child of five county organisations: Oxfordshire Health 
Authority, the Rural Stress Information Network, Oxfordshire 
Rural Community Council, Oxford Samaritans, and the Diocese 
of Oxford, which have formed Oxfordshire Rural Support (ORC). 
ORC acts as a clearing house for rural organisations to share 
information and ideas and to ensure that rural issues are kept 
on government and local authority agendas. 

Magdalen pupil goes to Cranmer award final 

Peter Dutton, one of four entrants from Magdalen College 
School, Oxford won the Diocesan heat of the Prayer Book 
Society’s annual Cranmer Award for recitation. He goes to the 
London final on 6 December. St Giles’ Church School, Noke was 
represented by a brother and sister? Two entrants came from St 
Augustine’s School, Oxford and three from Oxford High School. 
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news in brief 

Jim Morgan, aged 86, of St Paul’s Slough raises 
money for charity by gardening for fellow- 
pensioners, travelling with his lawn mower in 
the back of his Robin Reliant. He has raised 
nearly £1400 for Crosslinks. 

The Christian Police Association invites local 
churches to join its Annual Carol Service at 7.30pm 
on 7 December at 7.30pm in St Matthew’s, 
Marlborough Road, Oxford. 

Former St Edward’s School pupil Toby Jones 
plays Joseph in the Young Vic’s Christmas show 
The Nativity. Performances run until 29 January 
at 66 The Cut, London SE1. Tickets £7 upwards 
from the box office, 0171 928 6363. 

Lambeth Palace will open to the public for the first 
time from 1 April - 4 November 2000. Volunteers are 
needed as guides and to take telephone bookings. If 
you are interested contact John Ledger, Project 
Manager Lambeth Palace Millennium Opening, c/o 
27 Radstock Lane, Earley, Reading RG6 5RX, tel/fax 
0118 986 1545. 

The Children’s Society, which organises the 
popular Christingle services, have produced a 
new Christingle Resources Guide. To get a free 
copy contact 0207 841 4521. 

Homelessness charities Shelter and Crisis have 
launched ‘Millennium Plus’. To ensure that no-one 
sleeps out at the turn of the new century they are 
calling on churches and communities to make as 
many beds available as possible. To set up an emer- 
gency hostel, ring 0171 336 6482. 

Michael Bourdeaux of Keston Institute, Oxford 
was asked to set up a broadcast from Russia as 
part of the BBC’s Millennium series of five 
services from around the world. The service, 
from Smolensk Cathedral, will be on Radio 4 on 
19 December at 8.07am. 

St Mary’s, Holywell, a tiny church in West 
Oxfordshire, has raised about £6,300 through the 
Historic Churches Bicycle Ride, largely owing to the 
efforts of Mr and Mrs John Sprawson. 

A non-profit-making gas tariff, Equigas, is 
saving pre-payment meter gas users over £1000 
before they use any gas. Set up by four Christ- 
ians in Oxfordshire, it aims to help small gas 
users who often pay high prices while direct 
debit high users get large discounts. For infor- 
mation, ring 0800 117 116 and ask for Equigas. 

The Borough Church of SS Andrew and Mary 
Magdalene, Maidenhead, has on its PCC an 
A Williams, a B Williams and a C Williams. 

The charities ABCD and Operation Hello are 
asking children’s groups to collect pennies to 
help disabled children in Bethlehem. An educa- 
tion pack about the MILLpennyUM Appeal is 
available from Georgina Mortimer. Telephone: 
0181 343 4246. 


Chilton House 



- Somewhere Special - 

As you grow older, you naturally 
want to continue enjoying the 
good things in life. 

Our qualified staff are on hand at all 
times to provide the individual care 
and attention you need to lead the 
independent life of your choice. 
Whether it is for a short break or as a 
more permanent home, at Chilton 
House you can enjoy the many 
pleasures of living in an elegant 
house in beautiful countryside. 

Chilton House 

Chilton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP 18 9LR 

Tel: 01844 265 200 
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Fish scheme 
comes to the 
end of the line 

T he East Oxford FISH 

scheme started 27 years 
ago by local doctor, 

Donald Richards and the then 
Rector of St Andrew’s, 
Headington, Canon Derek 
Eastman, closed at the end of 
October. This well-known com- 
munity service scheme was so 
named because the Greek word 
for fish contains the initial 
leters of the words ‘Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Saviour’. Its aim 
was to link people who could 
help with those who needed 
help with say shopping or the 
collection of prescriptions. 
Hundreds of other Fish schemes 
were started as faraway as New 
Zealand. Since 1981 the organis- 
er has been Maimie Logan. 
Fewer volunteers and more reg- 
ulations have made it difficult 
to continue. 

Sixty years a priest 

The Revd Noah Chetwod cele- 
brates 60 years since his 
ordination on 21 December. He 
was ordained in Hereford 
Cathedral in 1939 and moved to 
Bucks in 1954 to be Head of 


Divinity at Newland Park 
College of Education, Chalfont 
St Giles, later becoming princi- 
pal lecturer in education until 
his retirement in 1978. For 45 
years he has been licenced to 
officiate in the Diocese and has 
often been welcomed as a a hol- 
iday relief or during an 
interregnum. 

Celebrating saints 

The choir and youth orchestra. 
The Joymatics, of St Nicolas’, 
Newbury took part in a 
‘Celebrating Saints and Souls’ 
concert on 29 October, which 
included Faure’s Requiem and 
the Toccata from Boellman’s 
Suite Gothique. The concert 
raised over £300 for music and 
choir expenses. 

Manna at dawn 

When John Olhausen, an 
Anglican clergyman in Iffley 
near Oxford, felt that God spoke 
to him through Psalm 83 about 
how many people miss out on 
the Bible, he started Dawn 
Word Cassettes, an audio tape 
Bible reading aid. Initially it 
was for his friends but the tapes 
have been so popular that he 
has decided ‘to go public’, and 
can now offer a bi-monthly 
mailing on two cassettes, one 
working through the Psalms 
and the other a Gospel and 


each with 20 five-minute ses- 
sions. John, who regularly 
broadcasts for United Christian 
Broadcasters, says that the 
name 4 Dawn-word ’orginates 
from the idea of the Israelites 
‘nipping out at dawn to gather 
their manna/ food for the day. 
The cost for two tapes is £4.95 a month. 
Details from: 01865 436087. 

Dorchester ‘thieves' 

The residents of Dorchester 
Rectory were dismayed to be 
woken at 5.30am by thieves 
apparently removing things 
into a van parked by the front 
door. The police had been sum- 
moned when the Rector, Revd 
John Crowe, realised that all 
was above board: the van had in 
fact been delivering 1900 copies 
of The DOOR for distribution - 
rather earlier than usual. It 
was too late to stop the police 
who took the ‘incident’ in a 
good spirit. 

February 2000 DOOR 

We have just heard about a marvel - 
lous new village cafe at Marcham 
near Abingdon. Founded by local 
church members, it opens once a 
week and serves delicious home- 
made food absolutely free ‘ because 
God’s love for us is free’. We shall 
tell you more about it in the 
February DOOR which will also 
highlight marriage. 


Lettice hands 

After 23 years as voluntary organiser of 
the unique Dorchester Abbey charity tea- 
room Miss Lettice Godfrey has retired. 

When it opens in the spring her place will 
be taken by Mrs Margaret Metcalf 
pictured here (left) with Miss Godfrey after 
the annual meeting of tearoom helpers 
on October 1 6. It was announced at the 
meeting that the tearoom had broken all 
records this summer with £10,000 raised 
for charity. Lettice also thanked the more 
than 60 devoted cake-makers, washers up 
and table clearers who had supported her 
since she started the charity initiative in 
1 976. Since then as self-styled ‘committee 
of one* she has single-handedly organised 
teas in the 14th century Abbey Guest House and has become well-known to the thousands of 
visitors who add up their own bills and are threatened with a fate worse than death if they 
leave butter on their plates! Lettice herself was awarded th British Empire Medal for her work 
in Dorchester and the tearoom’s featured on Radio 4’s ‘Food Programme’. Photo: Frank Blackwell 
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New start 
in hymns 
and songs 

Wanda Adams, Director of the 
Harmony Trust, introduces New 
Start Hymns and Songs, the offi- 
cial Churches Together collection 
‘for the Millennium and beyond’ 

W ith the number of new 
and updated versions of 
hymnbooks seen on your 
bookstore shelves, you might be for- 
given for asking ‘Why do we need 
yet another hymnbook?’ 

Well, I would like to tell you 
about a unique book that has only 
recently come out in time for the 
new millennium. The national 
committee of Churches Together 
commissioned the publication of a 
new supplement music book to 
pick up on the themes of a new 
start for the world’s poor, a new 
start in the home and a new start 
with God. 

The editorial board* was chosen 
to represent all the churches and 
letters were sent out to invite lead- 
ing musicians and lyricists to 
contribute to this exciting project. 
Great care was taken to insure that 
both words and music were of a 
high standard and that the style of 
music was representative of the 
cross-section of musical taste. Since 
most of the hymns and songs are 
entirely new, a second tune which 
is already known has been given for 

Gift of CMS hymn 

‘Good News for All Creation*, a new 
hymn commissioned to celebrate 
CM5*s 200th anniversary is freely 
offed to churches as a gift for the 
new Millennium. It is set to the tune 
of*CMS Yorkshire * and Wanda Adams, 
Director of the Harmony Trust, has 
tried it out at deanery workshops. 
She says *People enjoyed singing it 
and were able to pick it up quickly. 
For a copy of the hymn ring Gill 
Poole, CMS Area Co-ordinator on 
01865 250688. 



Sarah's singing success 

Sarah Giblin (pictured), a chorister 
at Christ Church, Reading has 
been awarded the St Cecelia 
Medal, the highest award given by 
the Royal school of Music for girl 
choristers under I S which is given 
to only about 40 girls each year. 
Sarah, who has been singing since 
she was six, has sung with the 
Christ Church choir in cathedrals 
around the south of England. She 
is already a Bishop’s Junior 
Chorister. If as she hopes she also 
wins the Senior award, she will 
have all available RSCM awards. 


a number of the melodies. This is to 
enable those congregations who 
are perhaps hesitant, to sing the 
message of the song with con- 
fidence. Some of the words could 
easily be used on their own as 
prayers and even have the musi- 
cians play softly in the background. 

The publishers, Kevin Mayhew 
Ltd. have been very careful to make 
the book easily readable and 
including both a thematic and 
scriptural Index to aid In planning 
worship. It comes in the frill music 
edition, a words only edition and a 
CD due out in November with a col- 
lection of the hymns represented. 

It was a great privilege to have a 
part in the process and It is hoped 
that the churches will find this 
supplement book to be a useful 
resource for the new Millennium 
year and beyond. 

* Members of the editorial board included 
Wanda Adams, the Revd Richard Thomas, 
Diocesan Communiations Officer, hymn 
writer Canon Michael Saward and Abbot 
Alan Rees, choirmaster of the Monastic 
Community at Belmont Abbey. 


Lead 

Light 

‘Windows 


Shades of Q Cass 

Studio 

Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows, Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 
it Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting if stainless steel and/or 
galvanised. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own studio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of (j Cass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB £ ? 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 ^33® 



For Sale 

WEINBACH BABY 
GRAND PIANO 

Almost brand new 

Considered unsuitable for present owners 

£9500 ono 

Please reply: Mrs P Williamson 01344 762039 


The Sitting Service 

23 Ashfield Drive, Halifax HX3 5PQ 
01422 368692 http://www.netconnected.com/sitting/ 





Going on holiday and nol looking forward to leaving your home 
or your pets 

RELAX and have peace of mind with the Sitting Service 
Est. 1994, ref available, website: http://www.netconnected.com/sitting/ 
For a brochure phone or write to the above address 

j HOUSE SITTERS REQUIRED 50+ 


in- tune wit ft 
the needs of tfie 
musician ... 



cfiaitaC pianos 
brass 
woodwind 
viodns 
sheet music 
guitars 
amj>s 
keyboards 
accessories 


MODERN 

MUSIC 


7/9 'Mifjh Street, ABin^cfon, OX14 5‘B’B 
MAIL O'R'D'E'R WlLCOMT ! 

TeC: (01235) 524316 


, | CREATIVE & >// 

QUALITY FLORISTRY % 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS ^ 

TO SUIT EVERY OCCASION 
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS ARE OUR 
SPECIALITY 

LARGE BOUQUETS & BASKETS FROM £10 
INDIVIDUAL PIECES MADE TO ORDER 
REST PRICES IN TOWN 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
Visa/ Delta/Switch/Mastercard 
Ring for a quotation 
Tel: 01295 279607/253331 
Fax: 01295 253331 
Mobile: 07971 250429 
Est. Florists since 1967 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice 
& Advocacy Service 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 


j" PHASE 8 - Creative Web Development 1 
Web Design & Organisation 
E-commerce Development 
Site Hosting & Management 
Online Marketing Strategy 

The Media Haus 
8 Edgar Street 
Worcester, England 
WR1 2LR UK 


Kevin Savage 
Creative Director 
Ksavage@phase8.com 


Voice +44 1905 610447 
Fax +44(0) 1905 610777 
http://www.phase8.com 


Are you considering q 

Retirement care£ 

Close Care offers a real alternative: your 
own apartment in a secure environment 
and 24-hour on-site care, at a cost much 
less than a good nursing home. It’s 
worked well for our elderly, frail parents. 

Now, due to bereavement, there’s a 
chance to buy a Close Care apartment at 
Kilfillan Park, Berkhampsted. 

If you think you might benefit from this 
opportunity contact 

Penny Dablin on 01296 631727 

who can tell you more 


www.kilfillan.freeserve.co.uk 


ARTHRITIS IVIAY BE RELIEVED NATURALLY 
AGEING CAN BE DELAYED NATURALLY 
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A witness for 


our times 

God in the life of. . 

- - / j 
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The Bishop of Oxford 

W i 


T here 'was no detectable church influence in my for- 
mative years. Both my parents came into the 
church later on and my father ended up as church- 
warden but he didn’t go to church for 20 years not even 
on Christmas Day. But I think that faith gets in some- 
how with the mother’s milk and my mother was a 
simple believer. 

I was bored stiff by public school religion. But I can 
remember that when I was 14 someone said there was 
no God and I instinctively said that there was, even 
though I had never given the matter a thought. So 
something got in along the line and that fits in with my 
whole understanding of faith which I think gets into 
people before they are really aware of it. 

Like my father I was going to be a career soldier and 
was due to go up to Cambridge to read engineering at 
the army’s expense. It was after I was commissioned 
and was up in Catterick that I can remember a thought 
coming into my mind ‘Well if Christianity is true it 
needs to be at the centre of my life and if it’s untrue 
best give it up altogether.* 

It was like a love affair, a direct Divine call 

It’s a fundamental mystery why some people believe 
and some don’t. Maybe there were people praying for 
me but I do believe that it is in the end due to grace and 
the call of God. For me there was no dramatic moment 
of conversion but the more I read and the more I talked 
and thought about it the more. ‘The drawing of this 
love and the voice of this calling’, as T.S.Eliot called it, 
took hold of me. 

In Catterick, don’t ask me why, I read a series of 
essays called Why I was ordained. I remember saying to 
myself ‘Wouldn’t it be funny if one day I was ordained’ 
and once that thought got in every few months it came 
back. When I was out in Germany I suddenly thought 
what a nice thing it would be at the end of one’s life to 
become a country parson somewhere and as soon as 
that thought got in it was immediately slam, bang fol- 
lowed by another: ‘If that’s what you are meant to be 
doing you had better do it straight away.’ The thought 
took hold of me. It was like a love affair, a direct Divine 
call. As Luther said, ‘Here 1 stand, I can do no other.’ 


I wrote to the Queen and left the army and I wrote to all 
the colleges at Cambridge saying ‘Help, can you let me 
in? I want to read theology now,* and Selwyn took pity 
on me. But my parents were horrified. They had no idea 
of my inner turmoil. It was a very emotional time for 
me. 

The ministry of thought for the Day’ 

I miss parish life. You have privileged access to the high 
points and low points of people’s lives - when they are 
getting married, or having their children or after 
bereavement. Ministry to people on the fringes of the 
Church is also particularly satisfying because that is 
when you can genuinely help people to grow in faith. As 
a Bishop you don’t have all that. 

But I don’t see my parish work as separate from my 
life as an academic or as a bishop. They are intertwined. 
You can’t properly be a parish priest without also being 
a jobbing theologian. Academics who are ordained see 
themselves in very real sense as serving the Church 
through their theology and as a bishop I am just as 
much doing theology whether it’s through ‘Thought for 
the Day’ or writing books or preaching. 

‘Thought for the Day’ is a particular kind of ministry. 
It is a very difficult assignment and although I have 
done it for many years it doesn’t get any easier. You are 
part of a fast moving current affairs programme. People 
are rushing off to work and you have to say something 
which is related to the news but isn’t overtly political 
on the one hand or platitudinous on the other. You 
have to tease out a theological spiritual dimension 
which is accessible to people and which meets three 
criteria - is it interesting, is it true and is it helpful? 

I try to pray about everything I do including the 
‘Thought for the Day’ and including the people who 
will hear it. I am rather fond of that motto which 
Newman took for himself from one of the Psalms,‘Heart 
speaks to heart*, and I think that all Christian commu- 
nication should be the Spirit of God within us talking 
to the Spirit of God within other people. 

Ed, my chaplain, joins Jo and me for morning prayer 
in the chapel at Bishop’s House at 9am and that is an 
important time when we pray for the Diocese. But 


sometimes when one is desperately pushed prayer has 
to be in and through one’s work so that work becomes a 
prayer in itself. Wordsworth spoke about the central 
peace at the heart of endless agitation and I do think 
that inner prayer through the day, just stopping and 
being quiet or saying the Jesus prayer, helps to realise 
the presence and peace of God through all and in all. 

I had a picture of myself knocking on doors 

I don’t have a moment’s regret about the step that I 
took to be ordained. But I had this picture of myself 
knocking on doors, bringing light and comfort to dark 
and dreary northern industrial towns. Life does take 
you by surprise. 

I don’t think I am too encumbered by what I do. A 
sense of one’s own vulnerability and frailty as a human 
being is fundamental to the Christian life but I am for- 
tunate in having a good physical constitution. In some 
ways I am much freer than the Area Bishops because so 
much of my work is delegated. I do work quickly and I 
do ensure that the most important things are done 
when I am freshest. It is a question of priorities. There 
are certain things that only you can do and it is to those 
things that you should give your time and attention. I 
am a rationalist and I do believe God gave us minds to 
use to make decisions about what is important for the 
work of the Church and the Kingdom. 

The Church is faced by a major challenge in this 
country and in Western Europe. The majority of people 
are distanced from the Church and are increasingly 
starting from scratch without even knowing the Lord’s 
Prayer. We have got to find a new way of communicat- 
ing with them, and taking seriously what they are 
feeling. Unless we do that we are not in dialogue with 
them. You could easily be gloomy but this is the particu- 
lar challenge for our time. As Eliot said, this is what we 
have to do whether the times are propitious or unpropi- 
tious. In other words we have to do what we are called 
to do, to witness in our times in our particular way. 
Interview by Christine Zwart; Photograph by Frank Blackwell 

About the Bishop of Oxford 

Richard Harries was bom In London in 1 936. He was educated at 
Wellington College and then became a soldier and was commis- 
sioned into the Royal Corps of Signals. He left the army to read 
Theology at Selwyn College, Cambridge and then to be ordained. 
He was Curate at Hampstead Parish Church, a lecturer and then 
Warden at Wells Theological College before becomingVicar of All 
Saints’, Fulham from 1 972-8 1 . Next he became Dean of King’s 
College, London until he was appointed Bishop of Oxford in 1 987. 
In 1963 he married Jo Bottomley who became a paediatrician. 

They have a son who is a doctor and a daughter who is a pscholo- 
gist and two grandchildren. 

The Bishop is well known for his BBC Radio 4 Thought for the 
Da/ and regular newspaper articles and broadcasts. His wider 
ministry includes chairing the General Synod Board of Social 
Responsibility and the Council of Christians and Jews. He is a also 
a member of the Governments Royal Commission on House of 
Lords Reform. His many books include Christianity and War in a 
NudearAge, Is there a Gospel for the Rich? and The Nativity of Christ, 
devotional reflections on the Christmas story in art 
Bishop Richard is an art enthusiast In the photograph he is hold- 
ing a sculpture in wood by the artist Helen Green, who was in his 
Fulham congregation.* I’m not sure whether it is someone doing 
acrobatics or diving but it has a lovely sense of grace’ he says. 


A PersonaI 
MILLENNIUM 
Retreat 

Stanton House, Oxford 

Are you looking for a place where you can 
be alone with God for a few days, but also 
have the choice to be with others to 
‘pray-in’ the new millennium. 

Please ring 01865 358807 for details. 


★★★★★★★★★★★ 



WEDDINGS • PARTIES 
OFFICES 

HOTELS • CONFERENCES 

ics 


FLOWER SHOP 
SIMPLY SUPERB FLOWERS 
DELIVERED DAILY 


TELEFLORIST 

OXFORD (01865) 554882 

106 WALTON STREET, OXFORD OX2 6AJ 
Fax: (01865) 552993 


Experience ... 


The greatest story ever told 
in one of the world's most 
beautiful natural settings 

Oberammergau 



more than a holiday! 


For details, please contact: 

Christian Tours (UK) Ltd Lfl 

: f Freephone 0800 13 79 28 ^ 


LEARNING 

DIFFICULTIES 

Abbots Barton, a small, 
registered residential Christian 
home in Somerset providing 
day care and residence for 
adults who have a mild 
learning difficulty, has 
vacancies from time to time. 

Residents have the 
opportunity to develop skills 
and to take part in a number 
of leisure activities. 
Details: John Manders 
01460 240311 


HARRIAS 

HOUSE 

Hedgerley Lane 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks HP9 2SD 



01494 674204 


Harrias House is a REGISTERED CARE 
HOME for the well elderly. This elegant 
house, with a large garden, is situated 
in the Old Town. There are three 
reception rooms and a lift. Residents 
may bring their own furniture. Most 
have en suite facilities. Long or short 
stays. Clergy visit regularly, also 


HOLM 

Holm provides support for living in the 
local community for people with severe 
and multiple disabilities. We respect the 
cultural and religious needs of our 
residents, and ensure that their personal 
care, emotional, social, educational and 
therapeutic needs are met. We plan to 
build another home to provide other 
people with disabilities with the quality 
of life that is their right. All donations, 
large or small, are most gratefully 
accepted. Thank you. 

For further information, please contact 
ANNE IMBABI 

68 Great North Road, East Finchley, 
London N2 0NL 

Tel: 0181 374 4167 Fax: 0181 347 5751 
E-mail: holm@ndirect.co.uk 

A registered Charity No 288316 providing support for 
those with multiple disabilities. 

DO YOU URGENTLY 
NEED A LOAN, 

MORTGAGE OR REMORTGAGE 


MAPLE CREDIT SERVICES 
01427 848487 


hairdresser. 

A Registered Charity no 14514R providing 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

Manager: Mrs Cooper 


CCJ'S arrears, self employed - no accounts, 
Express payout possible, competitive rates. 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up 
repayments on a mortgage or any other loan 
• secured on it. 


REMORTGAGES/ MORTGAGES 

HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS 

REDUCE HIGH INTEREST 


CHANGE TO A FULLY FLEXIBLE MORTGAGE 


SECURED LOANS FROM £10,000 to £500,000 


CCi's, SELF EMPLOYED NO ACCOUNTS, 
OVER 60's, OUT OF WORK, BANKRUPTCY? 
OR JUST HARD TO OBTAIN A LOAN? 
WE SAT YES TO ALMOST EVERYONE 
No stress - No fuss LOANS 

Phone SURE SHIELD ASSOCIATES 
on 0161 792 2092 anytime 
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DON’T KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOANS 
SECURED UPON IT - WRITTEN QUOTES ON REQUEST 


DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing . 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects I 
include mini-libraries for local church leaders; locally | 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for . 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to I 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. | 

Would you like more information? Would 

you like to make a donation? Just fill in 
this coupon and send to: //gSSSL I 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost, London NW1 1 YE l y jm.HflfjJirid i | 
or phone 0207 387 5282 


Name (please print): 
Address: 


Postcode 


I enclose a donation of £ 


(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information Q «cn 23 im 
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Absolute 

kitchen & bedroom 

company Limited 


0% INTEREST 
FREE 
CREDIT 
AVAILABLE 

(Subject to terms & conditions) 


Freephone 0800 328 3602 

Throughout Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire & Berkshire 


SHOWROOM: Kings Copse Park, Watlington Road, 
Garsington, Oxon 0X44 9BU. Open 6 days 10am 


Absolute is open 
Monday - Saturday 
from 9am including Bank Holidays 


ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT 


Looking for a new Kitchen? 

Does your bedroom need a makeover? 


stablished a year ago by Myles Kavanagh, Sales 
Director, after spending 5 years in North America and 
subsequently 2 years working for an National UK DIY 
chain, he realises the importance of customer service 
and satisfaction.With extensive experience working in 
the home improvement marketplace, Myles says: 


“Our aim is to offer a ‘one 
stop package’. Creating a 
new kitchen or bedroom is 
a major undertaking, and we 
realise how complex the 
general marketplace is for 
our customers. 

“Absolute is committed to 
each individual customer 
before, during and after pro- 
ject installation and provides 
further reassurance with a 
comprehensive guarantee.” 
Absolute offers only the 
highest quality traditional to 
contemporary furniture 
styles with more than 100 
door finishes available 
including their own premier 
range. 

The experienced design 
consultants will discuss the 
various product options and 
possible design layouts, pro- 
viding a new kitchen, bed- 
room or home office study 
you can enjoy for years to 
come. 


Absolute’s team of advisers and skilled craftsmen have 
many years’ experience to offer. They will undertake every 
aspect involved in a new kitchen or bedroom, providing a 
total concept package including carpentry, electrical, plumb- 
ing, gas work, ceramic wall and floor tiling, woodfloorings and 
building works. 

Philip Lee, showroom manager, says: “We provide potential 
customers with a relaxed, pressure-free sales environment. 
“After discussing the project in detail with the customer, we 
will provide a no-obligation quotation, layout plan and com- 
puterised photo-realistic image to help visualise the concept. 


Absolute covers the three counties of Bucks, Berks & 
Oxon. You are welcome to visit the recently opened show- 
room where some of their existing range can be viewed. 


Absolute Kitchen and Bedroom Company 
can transform your dreams into reality! 


Quality Kitchen & Bedroom furniture with over 
100 door finishes, extensive range of 
appliances, laminate and granite worktops, 
wall and floor tiles and wood floorings. 


Free no-obligation plan and design using the 
latest photo realism to help you the customer 

visualise your concept. 


All installations carried out by our own 
craftsmen backed up by a comprehensive 5 

year guarantee. 


Fully installed total concept package, 
including carpentry, electrics, plumbing, gas, 
tiling, flooring, building works and decorating. 


An ABSOLUTE commitment to our customers 
before, during and after project installation. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
A BROCHURE PACK 

TEL: 0800 328 3602 
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A nother Christmas. Another Christmas 

alone. Another Christmas without mean- 
ing. As she left the house and stepped 
into the darkness, Hannah told herself to 
stop this defeatist inner talk. Her life was not pur- 
poseless. She was needed. The grateful young 
mother had just called the new bom baby 
‘Hannah’ after her. It was not the first time she 
had received this compliment. 

Sitting in the driving seat of her small car, Hannah 
turned the ignition on. She smoothed down her blue 
uniform before clipping on her safety belt. She peered 
at the face of the watch pinned on her chest. It was 
8 o’clock. 

She suddenly decided she couldn’t face heating up 
that frozen portion of shepherd’s pie in the 
microwave and eating it alone. She would find some 
where crowded, where there was an illusion of jollity, 
she thought. A pub. Or a snack bar even. Her budget 
would not run to a restaurant meal. 

She drove through the East End, up the Mile End Road 
and beyond. As she went along she thought how dif- 
ferent her situation had been twenty years ago. For a 
start, she had believed in a benevolent God. She had 
no reason to think otherwise. She had just given birth, 
that Christmas Eve, to a perfect baby boy. She also had 
a loving and supportive husband, Matthew. 

Within a year, it was all snatched away from her. It 
was as if a malevolent force had taken hold of her life 
and deprived her of all those she loved most. She 
would never forget going into the bright nursery and 
finding her baby, waxen and cold in death, as he lay in 
his cot. 

The strain of the subsequent months had destroyed 
her marriage. It was only her return to work that had 
kept her from complete despair. She worked tirelessly, 
bringing other people’s babies into the world but 
inwardly ranting at a God that had proved a false 
friend. Tonight, she found herself completely on her 
own on Christmas Eve. 

Bother! I’m lost, she suddenly realised. Rehearsing the 
past had distracted her to the point where she was 
totally confused. She looked around, feeling alarmed. 
The street she found herself in was the bleakest she 
had ever seen. Faint lights appeared behind broken 
panes, blocked off by pieces of cardboard. Rubbish was 
strewn around the pavements. Graffiti defaced the 
walls and road signs. She looked for the name of the 
road. Ironically, it was called Hope Street. It was obvi- 
ously due to be demolished very soon, she thought. 


Hope 

Street 

A Christmas story 

by Joanna Farquharson 


She then noticed that there was one window further 
along that was uncovered with no curtains or blinds. 
She parked the car beside it, planning to look at the A 
to Z that she kept in the glove box. She would stand in 
its light and try and work out where she was. 



Curiosity made her peep into the room the light came 
from. Its naked bulb revealed an interior very different 
from the comfortable well-equipped flat she had just 
left. This room was totally bare. Except, in the centre, 
for a supermarket box. A slim young girl, no older 
than a teenager, knelt beside it. Hannah stood on tip- 
toe to see the contents of the box. And was amazed. 
Inside was a new-born baby, sleeping peacefully under 
a pile of rags. The long hair of his mother caressed his 
tiny face as she lent over him. 

At that point, the dreadlocked head of a young man 
appeared in a window above. Seeing a midwife, he 


shouted down at her, ‘It’s too late: Mary’s had her 
baby.’ This cry alerted the occupants of the squats 
nearby. People took up the call which travelled up and 
down the street. ‘Come and see the baby. Mary’s had 
the baby!’ 

Human beings appeared from all directions: from 
semi-basements, out of doors that hung on their 
hinges, from sleeping bags that Hannah hadn’t 
noticed in doorways. Some scruffy mongrels, catching 
the mood of excitement, barked as they scampered 
towards the house, getting in the way of the running 
people. Hannah was swept through the entrance into 
the bare room on this tide of humanity. 

As they reached and entered the room, they all sud- 
denly went quiet. Even a tramp stopped his 
continuous mumbling and stood perfectly still. As if 
on cue a carol from a ghetto blaster sounded from the 
flat above. 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in. 

Be bom in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us. 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

Yes, thought Hannah, that was how it was that first 
Christmas Eve. The Light of the world was born to a 
very young woman, in the poorest of circumstances 
and among the least advantaged of people. Surely she 
could trust a God who willingly gave his Son in this 
way to be with her in the darkest moments of her life? 
Hannah found herself praying for the first time for 
twenty years. 

‘Come into my empty life. Lord Jesus, and fill it. Take 
my bitterness and touch it with your love. Take my 
future and give it meaning. Thank you for showing me 
tonight that you have experienced loneliness and 
deprivation, and even death, for my sake.’ 

Hannah crept out of the room and into her small car. 
She would go back to her empty flat and eat her single 
portion of food. But she was alone no longer. The 
emptiness had gone. In its place, the revelation of 
Hope Street danced like a flame of joy inside her. 

Joanna Farquharson , from Holy Trinity , Hazlemere, 
became a Christian in her early 30s, went to London Bible 
College and is now running an Alpha course at her place 
of work. She has been writing short stories for the past 
four years. This one was written last year in response to 
The DOOR’s invitation to readers to write a Christmas 
story. 
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G. HILL & SONS 


Road construction and surfacing, 
driveway and forecourt surfacing 
Approved contractors to local authority 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Tel: 01993 775568 (mobile) 

0860 531958/ 0860 386352 Fax: 01993 778848 




Providence 
Row 

Registered Charity No. 207454 

Building on our long tradition of a 
Christian and Professional response to the 
homeless and dispossessed 

Providence Row has over 130 years experience of 
helping homeless people back to a settled way of 
living. This work continues in our modern Day Centre 
and hostels. Will you help us carry on this tradition? 
Donations, Covenants and Legacies are 
desperately needed. 

Please send what you can to: 

Sister Wlnefride at Providence Row, 

50 Crispin Street, London El 6HQ 


I enclose a donation for your work (Please make 
cheques payable to: Providence Row) 

Please charge £ to my 

Visa/Mastercard/Charity Card (circle one) 

Card No: 

Expiry Date: 

Signature 

□ Please send me information on Providence Row’s 
work. 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 


B & B Builders 


Repairs Maintenance Renovations 
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Brian Timbrell 

Tel: 01793 436991. Mobile: 0498 622174 


Please be 
a friend to 
homeless 
people 


Registered Charity 
Number: 802801 


I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People'. 
□ Please accept my donation of £ 


-§>€ 


□ Please send me details of your work 


Name and Title 
Address 


Postcode _ 


O.T.D. 


STRESS CAN BE RELIEVED NATURALLY 
STAMINA CAN BE INCREASED NATURALLY 


IS YOUR CHURCH REALLY OPEN 
TO ALL COMERS? 

Making God's house available to everyone means it 
may attract those with little respect for religion. 

Your intention to convert them to the word of the Lord 
may be surpassed by their intention to convert the 
silver chalice to cash. 

We register articles of importance using photographs 
and text and communicate with police forces in the 
event of theft. 

Also stained glass etc., in case of damage. 

Reduced rates for charities and religions. 

Art qnd Antique R<? st<?r gtj<?n 

FREEPOST NEA 4642. Corbridge, Northumberland 
Full brochure available. Tel: 01434 634644 
E-mail: gryphon.or1@virgin.net 


STANTON llOUSE 

(Christian Retreat Centre) 

Oxford 

We provide day-time facilities for individuals and 
groups of up to 20 to set time aside to be with 
God- to pray and plan. Small prayer room and 
large lounge available. Pleasant walks in 
grounds and nearby village. Optional breaks 
and lunch provided. (£10 per person all 
inclusive) 

For details ring 01865 358807 


Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 

with a donation so this work can 
:h grow. Please give your support, 
ng now, by returning the coupon to: 
t CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 
London NW9 7BT 


★★★ 

VICTOR 

INING 



BE A TO HOMELESS PEOPLE i 

— 1 


Providers of: 

• Outdoor Amities 
• Christian Tem&Mng 


For more inforiWoo cM 
freephone 0800 298 5046 


hendrickse @ bigfoot com 


17 D 1717 T A Kiri? 
r XAlLILJy/AJ^lVilLi 

KIDLINGTON 


See the new Manager 
for: 



• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 
• Curtain making Service 
• Net Curtains 
1 Remnants from £1 a metre 
> Dacron (rolls and bags) 


• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 

• Ready-made Curtains 
1 Dress making Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 

• Polystyrene Beads 


These are just a selection available 


Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.00pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET. KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 
~ free parking- 01865 841088 _ frE e parking- 
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NOTHING ELSE 

A town centre Passion Play in High 
Wycombe has been refused a £5000 
Millennium Fund grant because it is 
‘religious’ while Christians in 
Windsor were stunned when their 
application for help in staging a Pentecost cele- 
bration was turned down because the event 
‘promotes Christianity’. We just want to people 
to understand the real meaning of the 
Millennium’ says High Wycombe Team Rector, 
Frank Hillebrand. 

These are two more alarming examples of the 
rising tide of secularism which the Bishop of 
Oxford calls the greatest challenge to the 
Churches in the West. But the good news is that 
both events will go ahead anyway and that they 
are just two of the imaginative projects around 
the Oxford Diocese which will ensure that the 
link between the Millennium and the name of 
Jesus is not forgotten. 

Thousands of homes in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire will receive a 
gift of some sort from a local church between 
now and the new year be it a candle, a Gospel or 
a card with the Millennium Resolution. Many 
churches are offering hospitality on New Year’s 
Eve to encourage the wider community to share 
the ‘Millennium Moment’ alongside church 
members. Bells that have been silent, perhaps 
for 50 years, have been restored to draw folk to 
the short noon services on I January. Exhibitions 
have been set up to explain the place of 
Christianity in our national and local life. 

Banners have been designed to draw in secular 
organisations. Celebrations, missions, and Alpha 
courses have been planned for the year 2000. 

In a ‘God in the Life of’ interview in this issue 
(page 5) Bishop Richard reminds us that 
Christians are called to witness to our times 
however difficult those times may be.Through 
local church Millennium activities, in the midst 
of parties and family gatherings or simply by 
wearing the new Diocesan cross, we can witness 
with confidence to a Saviour who, after 2000 
years, is alive and present with us through his 
Spirit.That is, after all, what we celebrate. 
Nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. 

Christine Zwart 



MILLENNIUM by Diana Good 

The rhythmic second pulses through our veins 
To mount into a minute of our life; 

The minutes increase circles to an hour. 

And hour to hour creates a mortal day 
So days to months and twelve months to a year; 

A hundred years to century for some 
While others never made, or knew, the time: 

It came and went too quickly to be kept 
And now we talk Millennium, as if that 
Were cosmic-shaking miracle event 
Of man-made pulse beats, annotated years 
Clocked up on time-sheets, careful calendars, 

The first pulse beat, once manifest in flesh 
And time, is timeless in Eternity. 


What will happen 
on 2 January 2000? 

Scary, boring, risky, exciting? How do you feel about crossing the 
threshold into the new Millennium? asks Martin Cavender 


T hresholds can be anxious 
places. Crossing them involves 
movement and change, pass- 
ing from one place to another, 
sometimes from one state to anoth- 
er. I think of walking into a job 
interview; or, as I have had to recent- 
ly, to see my doctor and then across 
the threshold of a hospital for some 
tests; or, again, I think of my son 
recently walking into the home of 
his girlfriend’s parents, to ask if he 
could marry her. Scary ! 

A risk-taking God who put 
himself into our hands 

Christians believe in a God who is con- 
stantly crossing thresholds, constantly 
reaching out to his people, steadfastly 
calling us to movement and change, and 
journeying onwards. No wonder one of 
the major lessons the Church has learned 
from the Decade of Evangelism has been 
that for many people the process of com- 
ing to faith is a journey rather than an 
event, and a work which may take several 
years, as it did for the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus. 

This is a risk-taking God, one who put 
himself into our hands as a tiny child at 
Christmas, and is constantly crossing 
thresholds towards us; calling us, too, to 
a Gospel life of constant change and risk. 

Gladys Aylward of the China Mission 
said: ‘/ believe God sent me to China. I 
don 't know why He chose such a person 
as me; maybe I never will. I only know He 
did; and although I have doubted many 
things in my life, there have been two 
important things I have never doubted. 
The first that Jesus Christ, on Calvary, 
died for Gladys Aylward; I believe it, I 
know it. Secondly, he called Gladys 
Aylward and told her to go to China. ’ 

A religion you could not 
have guessed 

Christians follow a God, in Jesus Christ, 
who is so unexpected. Think of the 
thresholds He crossed: 

• The threshold of conception, creat- 
ed in a womb in which no one had been 
conceived before. 

• The threshold of birth, into a manger 
in which no baby had been before. 

# The threshold of confrontation, rid- 
ing into Jerusalem on a donkey on which 
no one had ever ridden before. 

# The threshold of death, on a cross to 
which He was nailed, wholly innocent. 

• The threshold of burial, in a tomb in 


which no body had ever been laid before. 
• The threshold of resurrection and 
ascension, unique in history. 

This is not the stuff of human design. 
As CS Lewis said: 'Reality is usually some- 
thing you could not have guessed. That 
is one of the reasons I believe 
Christianity. It is a religion you could not 
have guessed. If it offered up just the 
kind of universe we had always expected 
we should feel we were making it up. It 
has just that queer taste about it that 
real things have. ’ 

Now we stand on the threshold of a 
new century and a new Millennium. Yes, 
lots of people in our village claim to be 
bored stiff with the Millennium and the 


Dome and everything else to do with it, 
and intend to spend the evening at home. 
I suspect we shall find them out partying 
when it comes to it! But it is a strange 
business, this stepping over the thresh- 
old, this movement into the unknown of 
the year 2000. 

The Christian Gospel calls us not 
to look back with regret nor 
forward with fear, but to embrace 
the God-givenness of the present 
moment. 

As Springboard travels this country we 
find a lot of uncertainty about the future, 
and quite a lot of despondency about the 
way things are going. What will happen 
on 2 January 2000 and thereafter ? We 
live in this strange post-modern society 
in which everything is open, authority is 
under question and examination, morali- 
ty is relative and belief is pluralist - and 
yet there is an extraordinary desire to 
have everything certain in advance. 

This seems to be one of those moments 
of intense personal and national reflec- 
tion in which, history shows us, human 
beings rise to moments of clarity and 


inspiration, whether through pain and 
suffering or through desolation and 
apprehension. 

The transcendent beauty of the 
Christian Gospel is that it calls us at such 
thresholds not to look back with regret 
nor forward with fear, but to embrace 
openheartedly the God-givenness of the 
present moment. Jesus Christ says to us, 
The thief comes to steal and to kill and 
to destroy, but I come to give you life in 
all its fulness’ (John 10:10). 

Wasn’t it CS Lewis again, in The 
Screwtape Letters , who said that the 
Devil tries to get humans to look back- 
wards or forwards, and not to rest in the 
present moment; which is the only reali- 
ty where time intersects with eternity ? 

This is an amazing time in the life of 
this country, and of the world. It is a glo- 
rious opportunity to re-examine the 
claims of the Christian Gospel, the 
promises of God expressed in Jesus Christ 
and the invitation to cross the threshold 
of hope and fulfilment which only the 
Christian faith can bring. The greatest 
certainty that we have as we step across 
this threshold into the new century and 
the new Millennium is that God is 


already there : He was there first. He is 
going before you into Galilee and there 
you will see Him as He told you. 

I have no doubt other people will 
quote it as we come to the end of the 
year, but it bears repetition. It recalls 
that extraordinary moment in the heart 
of the most desperate conflict in the 
middle of the Second World War when 
HM the King reminded us of the words of 
Minnie Louise Haskins, 

T said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the year, “Give me a light that I 
may tread safely into the unknown ”. And 
he replied, “Go out into the darkness and 
put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way”.’ Amen to that. 


Martin Cavender is Director of 
Springboard, the initiative of the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
for evangelism. Based at Abingdon, 
Sphngboard works ‘to encourage, 
renew and mobilise the Church for 
evangelism'. He is also a member of 
Kingston Bagpuize Church and PCC. 




ANNO 
/ DOMINI 

: 

e Lamb of God watches over the threshold 

Miitenrtium carving of the Lamb of God by 
by St George 1 * 
existing stone tympan 



Brooke has been 
by the end of the 
the inside of the church. 



Produce your Own 

• Magazines * Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies per 
minute 

• Operates like a copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only 
£1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in colour 

With the ©000 Digital Printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Viceroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre, 
Southampton SO!5 1HY 


EXCLUSIVELY YOURS 



http:www.prowess.co.uk 


Some people prefer private environments for top- 
team meetings and weddings. Silchester House is 
Exclusively Yours for the entire duration of your event - 
be it one day or a week or longer. 

With top quality catering ("better than many of the 
best London restaurants") 

15 bedrooms and all the facilities of a millionnaire's 
home, Silchester House is undoubtedly one of the very 
best locations for those who appreciate quality and 
privacy. (Events up to 200) 

Silchester House, Silchester RG7 2LT 
01 1 8 970 1 901 Fax: 01 1 8 970 01 92 
or visit our website 



Sit down, relax 
and save money 



• Wide choice of suite designs 

• Craftsmen built 

• All suites manufactured by the seller 

• Guaranteed solid wood frame 

• No middlemen’s profits pushing up the selling 
price 

• All suites covered in your own choice of fabric 

• Plenty of parking 

COME AND SEE A WIDE SELECTION OF 
SUITES NOW AT OUR SHOWROOM 
We are open 7 days a week 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday 1pm - 5pm 
31 Park Road, Park Road Industrial Estate, Faringdon 
Just uiT the A420 bypass (you can’t miss us - just look Tor 
Faringdon Upholstery’s sign along Park Road) 

Telephone: Faringdon (01367) 241885 

Buy direct from the factory 

FARINGDON UPHOLSTERY 
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letters to t he editor 


Congratulations to the 
Poverty Pilgrimage 

As I was unable to be involved in the 
Pilgrimage against Poverty’s weekend in 
the Diocese I was very interested to read the 
excellent report in the November DOOR. 
Thank you for conveying from Jo Saunders’ 
reflection and the interviews what it felt like 
to be closely involved either as a pilgrim who 
had walked all the way from Iona, or as a 
local pilgrim spending a couple of days on 
the route, or as an organiser of local hospi- 
tality and worship. 

In the Middle Ages pilgrims walked to 
shrines for a number of reasons.They walked 
for themselves to give thanks or as an act of 
penitence or for guidance about the direc- 
tion their lives should take. They also walked 
on behalf of others to pray for healing recon- 
ciliation. 

Today many on walking pilgrimages do so to 
spotlight issues the Church should be 
addressing or to raise money for charity. All 
involved in the Pilgrimage against Poverty 
derserve congratulation for what was clearly 
a well planned and very special pilgrimage 
which has challenged Christians and politi- 
cians to do something about the poverty 
affecting so many in the UK. 

John Crowe 
Rector ; Wallingford 

Accidents and disasters 

I was confused and perplexed to read in 
‘The Comment’ by the Bishop of Oxford 
(November DOOR) when he wrote of the 
Paddington rail disaster: 

‘The world in which we are set is prone to 
accidents; and so far as we can understand 
these matters, that is probably the only 
kind of world which would allow for the 
emergence of thinking, choosing beings 
like ourselves.* 

This is very far from my own simple and 
unlearned understanding, and in hinting 
at evolutionary human origins almost 
seems to be appealing to a secular evolu- 
tionary philosophy. 

N We are told that when God had finished 
creating the world, it was very good (Gen 
1:31). There was no sin, no death, no 
suffering, and no fatal accidents. Sin and 
death entered as a result of the Fall, ‘By 
man came death... for as in Adam we all 
die, so in Christ shall all be made alive’ (1 
Cor 15:21-22, also Gen 2:17, Rom 5). Indeed 
we know that the whole Creation groaneth 
(Rom 8:22) because of the Fall. 


From the beginning, Adam and Eve were 
fully able to reason; Adam’s ability to 
quickly name the animals (Gen 2:19) 
suggests that he was highly intelligent, as 
does the fact that he and Eve were on 
conversational terms with their sublimely 
intelligent Creator! (Gen 3:8-9). Futher, Cain 
had sufficient wits to build an entire city 
(Gen 4:17), and his contemporaries devel- 
oped music, agriculture and smelting/ 
metalwork (Gen 4). There was no need for 
their abilities to ‘emerge’; they were 
created inate. 

It is surely the case that if neither Adam 
nor Eve, nor any of their descendants, had 
fallen, then there would now be no sin, no 
death, no suffering, and no train crashes. 

Duncan Reeve 
Tylers Green , High Wycombe 

The DOOR in Tanzania 

I would like to say how much I appreciate 
The DOOR newspaper. Living in a remote 
part of Tanzania, it is easy to become 
isolated from current thinking and opin- 
ions in the world, both secular and 
Christian. The DOOR is well written and 
compiled, with a balance of ‘local’ news 
and articles of interest. I admit to even 
reading the adverts! A faithful member of a 
‘Link’ parish sends me a copy every month. 
May you be all be greatly blessed in your 
work! 

Bridget Hathaway 
Crosslinks Mission Partner, Murgwanza 
Hospital , Tanzania 

[Perhaps others could copy this idea? 
Editor.] 

Genetically modified cereals 

I am referring to page 13 of the September 
DOOR, starting with a cartoon showing (I 
assume) the use of farmer-saved seeds. The 
point I make about cereals is most unpop- 
ular, although it is the absolute truth. 

1 My point concerns cereals - wheat and rice - 
that were bred for short stalks; not in India 
as you state, which is a major user of these 
varieties, but in Mexico (wheat) and the 
Philippines (rice). I should know: I was 
involved in their popularisation in at least 
three countries. They are not, as you put it. 


genetically modified varieties. Genetic 
modification means introducing genes from 
different species: the short-stemmed vari- 
ants have existed for millennia. The varieties 
now grown in most countries, developed and 
developing, were bred by crossing these 
dwarfs with longer-stemmed, higher- 
yielding strains, so that if fertilisers are 
applied the extra weight of the ear or panicle 
should not cause them to lodge (fall flat onto 
the grund). These strains, in the literal sense 
of the word, have prevented - alas, perhaps 
only for the time being - starvation in 
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Indonesia, 
to mention only countries with which I am 
familiar. 

2 What you say about weeds is very true: 
without them livestock in the countries I 
listed - and many others - simply would not 
survive. I have witnessed, and fully endorse, 
the point you make about weeding giving 
employment and income to those who do it. I 
have a most interesting and revealing story 
on this arising out of - of all things - a 
computer model of Pakistani and Indian 
farming systems. 

3 As for the ‘Terminator’ gene, its introduc- 
tion into cereals, and the legislation 
demanded by the breeders, would be a major 
disaster for developing countries. I operated 
a project producing and selling seeds of 
high-yielding improved rice varieties in 
Indonesia. I told farmers to buy no more 
than three kilos of our seed, and next year 
plant their whole field with its produce. I 
was told by seed firms at the Royal 
Agricultural Society’s show last July that this 
advice, if given to people buying crop vari- 
eties they have bred, would today be a crim- 
inal offence. 

Andrew Seager 
Whitch urch-on-Thames, Reading 

What’s blocking faith? 

I was fascinated by Keith Lamdin’s summary 
(October DOOR) of Mike Moynagh’s paper on 
‘What’s Blocking Faith?’, but I’d have liked 
more. Did someone tell Keith that his piece 
was getting too long? The explanation of 
today’s ‘tailor made values’ was excellent, 
but there was no similar explanation of 
‘workplace values’, some of which I don’t 
recognise in workplaces I know of. And when 


it came to ‘ways in which the church could 
rdsspond’. I found only questions, ‘Are 
we...?’ ‘What kind of...?’ plus one suggestion 
that we might use the Internet to pick and 
choose between churches. Mike must have 
said more than this. I’m not asking for a 
copy of his paper; I’m asking for a follow-up 
article, giving a fuller summary of the 
second and third parts. 

Kathleen Hall 
Oxford 

We are glad to hear from readers: your 
reactions to past issues and ideas for 
future ones are welcome. Please indicate 
whether or not the letter is for publica- 
tion (if so, it should not be too long!) 


Appointments in the Oxford Diocese 

Revd Paul Bond, Incumbent of the Rockfield 
Group in the Diocese of Monmouth, to be NSM 
(house for duty) Islip with Charlton-on-Otmoor, 
Oddington, Noke and Woodeaton ; Revd 
Anthony Cullingworth, NSM Slough St Paul, 
to be NSM Denham; Revd Carol Edwards, 
Priest in Charge of Brislington St Christopher in 
the Diocese of Bristol, to be Priest in Charge of 
California; Revd John Hammersley, Portfolio 
Training Co-ordinator, retires December; Revd 
Beren Hartless, Priest in Charge of Seer Green 
and Jordans and Archdeaconry OLM Training 
Officer, to be Archdeaconry of Buckingham 
Portfolio Co-ordinator and OLM Training 
Officer; Revd Michael Houston, Team Rector 
of the Woughton Team Ministry (LEP), to be 
Team Rector of the Good Shepherd Team 
Ministry in the Diocese of Carlisle; Revd Canon 
Ian Hunt, Vicar of Wellingborough All Hallows 
in the Diocese of Peterborough, to be Chaplain 
of Allnutt’s Hospital, Goring Heath; Revd 
Roger James, Area Local Ministry Adviser for 
the Stoke Archdeaconry and Priest in Charge of 
Upper Tean in the Diocese of Lichfield, to be 
Director of the Cottesloe Training Programme; 
Revd David Little, Assistant Chaplain of 
Horfield Prison in the Diocese of Bristol, to be 
Chaplain of Reading HMYOI and RC; Revd 
Anthony Lyon, NSM Stanford-in-the-Vale with 
Goosey and Hanford, to be NSM (house for duty) 
Curate of the Benefices of Cherbury and 
Gainfield; Revd Lydia McClean, NSM Curate 
Wallingford Team Ministry and School 
Chaplain of Cranford House School is now 
Lydia Cook after her marriage; Revd Randell 
Moll, Senior Chaplain, Mission in the Economy 
in the Diocese of Liverpool, to be Chaplain to 
Campsfield House Immigration Detention 
Centre; Revd Paul Nicolson, Curate of 
Hambledon Valley Group Ministry, retired 
October; Revd Annette Nixon, Priest in Charge 
of Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley and 
Shabbington retires January; Revd Chris 
Tadman-Robins, NSM Burford with Fulbrook, 
etc., is no longer licensed. 


Victory TVacts 
& Posters 

Portland Road, London SE25 4PN 
Tel: 0181 656 2297 
Fax: 0181 656 2582 
E-mail: info@vipa.com 
Visit our website: 
@vtpa.com 

GOSPEL TRACTS 

Over 40 titles in print. 

New designs and titles available. 
Send £1 lor sample pack and list, 
including new designs and 
“Millennium” tract. 
MILLENNIUM POSTER 
GOSPEL TEXT FOSTERS 
More than 50 Gospel text posters. 
Illustrated list on request. 

All 20 Leith Samuel 
“Answer Scries” booklets are in 
slock 

List & sample on request 



GARDEN SERVICES LTD. Tel. (01844) 201555 

WEEKLY/TWO WEEKLY/MONTHLY 

Gross cutting/lawn edging/Weeding/General Pruning/ 
Hedge trimming/Strimming 

Head Office: 43 Crendon House, Long Crendon, Bucks 


AROUND THE CLOCK HOTPOINT 
WASHING MACHINE SPECIALIST 

PLUS MANY OTHER MAKES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

01494 883205 ~ 0831 195628 7 day service 

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD 


RADLEY CARPET 
AND FLOORING 

All types of flooring, 
supplied and fitted 

Telephone: 01865 730613 
Mobile: 07971 179903 


Access to 
Theology Course 

No formal qualifications 
required. Full-time or open 
learning 

BA Theological 
Studies 

Modules cover all main 
disciplines. Full-time, part- 
time or open learning 
M.Phil, PHI) & D.Min Degrees 
For prospectus, contact: 
Highland Theological College 
High Street, Dingwall 1 V 15 9HA 
Tel: 01349 867600 
Email: hte@uhi.ae.uk 


JASONS Decorating Service 


For the finest painting and decorating inside and out 
including modern paint techniques, furniture distressing, cabinet 
making, carpentry and floor and wall tiling, plastering, 

p Telephone: j 

artexing. 

For a professional finish 

(Any work booked and carried out over Christmas will 

roa® ill 

receive a 10% discount) 

CALL JASON 01865 890599 Mobile 0403 773181 


HIGH INCOME V 

ilTH 

FLEXIBILITY AND SECURITY 


• per annum 

• paid monthly 

• paid gross 



Don't doubt it - Find out about it 

For details of the FMD Monthly Income Plan 
write or telephone for a brochure to: 

ELLIOTTS SOLICITORS PLC. 

A MULTINATIONAL PUBLIC COMPANY 

312 Chiswick High Road, London W4 1NP 

Tel: 0181 747 0747 - Fax: 0181 742 0088 

E-mail: elliotts-solicitors@fdn.co.uk 


Elliotts Solicitors are regulated in the conduct of investment 
business by The Law Society of England and Wales 


All investments carry some risk. Interest rates can fall as well as rise. 



HOOKS 

WANTED 


Hay-on-Wye Booksellers 

antiquarian, secondhand & modern 
books on all subjects, libraries and 
small collections, best prices paid in 
cash. Will collect anywhere. 

14 High T own 
Hay-on- Wyc, Hereford 

Tel: (01497) 820875 
(01497) 847927 



THE CHURCHWARDEN S 
YEAR BOOK ~ 2000 

For those charged with the care and maintenance of 
churches and church buildings 

Diary Advent 1999 - Epiphany 2001, Feasts, 

Festivals, Saints Days, Flag Days, Bank 
Holidays, Liturgical colours, One-week-to- 
view 

Articles Security, Heating, Lectionary and Liturgy, 
Duties of Churchwardens and Charity 
Trustees, Fundraising, Faculties and DACs. 

Reference Addresses of useful organisations and all 

dioceses, helpful reading, conversion tables. 

Size 200 x 130mm; 160 pages: £7.80 inc. P&P 
ORDER FORM Please send .... copies of 
THE CHURCHWARDEN’S YEARBOOK 2000 
Send no money -you will be invoiced with your copy 

Name 

Address 


Diocese 

Berkswell Publishing Co. Ltd. P.O. Box 420 WARMINSTER, 
Wiltshire BA12 9XB Tel/Fax 01985 840189 
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j Christian Computer Apt 

Free Sampler CD 
Web site: www.CC-Art.com 
Email: lnfo@CC-Art.com 
Tel: 01954 210009 / , . 
Pictures ± y] // 

for church 
publicity 
& teaching 





* 


ASCOT 

PIANOS 


Workshop offering quality reconditioned upright and 
grand pianos at competitive, non-showroom prices. 
Comprehensive warranty and free local delivery 
included on all instruments. 

We also operate a full tuning, repair, renovation and 
restoration service with free advice and estimates. 
Pianos purchased. 

Run by local organist and piano teacher. 

Richard Lloyd, MMus 

Tel. 01276 470110 


Cornish Fish 

Direct 


LRI SH MAIL ORDKR 


NEWLYN • CORNWALL 


Fresh seafood from 
Cornish boats using 
sustainable fishing 
methods. Whole or 
prepared, chilled and 
delivered to your door 
Tel: 01736 332 112 
Fax: 01736 332 442 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact: David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271 ) 817093 




Good homes 
needed urgently 


Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society have a 
large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible 
animal lovers only. 

Dogs, Puppies , Cross Breeds - 
all types inc. Great Danes , 
Cocker Spaniels , Alsation, 
Lurcher, Pet Greyhound, 
Cats , Kittens, Staffordshire. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 

Cross Bred, all types and ages. Sponsorship 
of animals. Also adoption of animals. 

Appointments Td l 01865 559537 

9.00am- 11. 00am 

Donations urgently required 

W YD ALE HALL 

York Diocesan Centre 

•A PLACE FOR ALL REASONS 
IN ALL SEASONS’ 

Wydale Hall is situated 9 miles from 
Scarborough and near to the North Yorkshire 
moors. It is a gracious country house ideal for 
conferences, training courses, seminars, 
holidays, retreats and 'time out'. A resource for 
rest and recreation, healing and wholeness, 
safety and service. The house is served by a 
caring staff team who aim to provide warm, 
unobtrusive hospitality, in a relaxed and 
informal atmosphere, where people can work, 
rest and develop their faith. 

Also, The Emmaus Centre is a separate unit 
providing low cost self-catering 
accommodation, with additional ground floor 
bedrooms ideal for wheelchair users. 

For details/open events please contact: 
Wydale Hall, York Diocesan Centre, 
Brompton by Sawdon, Scarborough, 
North Yorkshire Y013 9DG 
or telephone 01723 859270 
Fax: 01723 859702 


Churches link the M 

The DOOR looks at some of the imaginative ways people a 



Bell ringers play 
resounding role 

It is all too common in churches for people to 
do excellent work which is resoundingly taken 
for granted.This is especially true of bell ringers 
but at the Millennium it will be hard to overlook 
the part they play. At noon on I January 2000 we 
are hopeful that there will be church services in 
many of those churches with bells.The service is 
to be 15 minutes long and the 
first five minutes will be bell 
ringing as an integral part of the 
service.This is in association 
with the Open Churches Trust. 
Many ringers will ring after this 
as well. A Millennium plaque 
will be issued to towers taking part with the 
names of the ringers inscribed on it. 

Some churches hope to run full services on the 
day apart from this, including Communion ser- 
vices. Some churches are also intending to have a 
midnight service with ringing before and after. 

We are hoping that as many churches as possible 
with bells will make themselves heard during this 
time, whatever their choice of service. 

All 1 5 branches of the Oxford Diocesan Guild of 
Bell Ringers have worked hard during the last 
three years to ensure that the majority of bells 
will be rung on the day. Not all ringers can say 
where they will be on 3 1 December and I 
January, but wherever they are we hope that they 
will present themselves to a local tower. 

And in the year to come ... 

• There will be sponsored ringing days during the 
week 27 February to 4 March. 

• AGM Day will have a special format with the 
service at Longcot using the recently restored 
and augmented bells, followed by a ringing route 
which leads to Witney, where there will be a gala 
concert, given by the Reading Male Voice Choir 
with interludes of ringing by the Barfield 
Handbell Ringers and handbell change ringing. 

• The Guild Festival will take place at Christ 
Church Cathedral this special year. 

• There will be a special Pudsey Peal Appeal on 
or around 24 November in association with 
Children In Need. 

A number of churches are restoring, augmenting 
or improving their bells for the Millennium, 
among them are Purley and Kingcot whose bells 
haven’t rung for at 50 years. Others are: Bicester, 
Swerford.Wingrave, Hanwell, Shillingford, 

Blewbury, High Wycombe (St Annes), South Stoke, 
Warborough.Wroxton, Aston Rowant, Kirtlington, 
Berrick Salome, Great Tew, Little Compton, 
Wardington, Wigginton, Wallingford, Souldern, 
Bletchingdon (silent), Cuddesdon, Cuddington, 
Little Milton, Dinton, Langley Marish. 

Bobbie May 

Bobbie May is the pubhc relations officer for the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers 



■ I ' * ’ 

made a Millennium grant of £!( 
over £5000. St Mary's CE r ' 
hundreds of daffodil bulbs outside the i 
St Mary's Church. SS Mary and John, Cowley 

cleared an overgrown churchyard with the help of 
soldiers from the -Pioneer Regiment. It is to be 
restored as f a pleasant and safe place to walk through. 




this special] 

A new millennium is dawning - not the end of our | 
grimage of faith but a milestone on our journey to* 
er. May we pause for breath on the threshold and listen 
to the fresh wind of your Spirit, carrying away the dross 
of the past - our failures, our deadness and our pain. 

Take our hand Lord, stay beside us. Shine your light that 
we follow in your loving service. 

Derek Palmer ; Diocesan Millennium Co-ordinator 


Sewing for the Millennium 

St Michael’s, Tilehurst’s Millennium project is the provision of 
new altar and clergy vestments. The vestments will bear 
squares showing the life of Christ and places and events of 
local interest. Each of the parish organisations is providing a 
square illustrating itself and its work. ‘It will he a proud 
moment to see the historic church dressed in its new glory to 
celebrate the two thousandth anniversary of the birth of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The project will be a significant work of art, 
perhaps in a 1000 years,’ says churchwarden, Oliver Jenks. 

The Millennium banner made by St John the Baptist’s, Little 
Missenden has also been a communal effort. The design by a 
church member, Ruth Groves, incorporates 16 squares each 
planned and worked by individual organisations in the parish 
and wider community including both schools. ‘The target is to 
take it to Pentecost 2000 at Aylesbury,’ says Avril Cobham, the 
co-ordinator. ‘The banner will eventually hang somewhere in 
the church we hope for the next 1000 years.’ 

A labour of love has come to an end at Winslow’s St Laurence 
Church with the completion of 200 intricately embroidered 
kneelers. The altar rail kneelers, consisting of one long central 
kneeler and four shorter ones each with a central cross and a 
Tudor rose and fleur-de-lys, are being dedicated on Sunday 
2 January to mark the new Millennium. The central kneeler 
contains 234,936 stitches and took 2,500 hours to complete. 


Iver church are giving every child in their local primary 
school and in two playgroups an illustrated version of St 
Mark’s Gospel. They are also running day and evening Alpha 
courses. 


Coming up in 2000 

Pentecost 2000 organised by Churches Together in Buckinghamshire and 
Milton Keynes on the weekend of 10 and I I June will be one of the biggest 
Millennium events in the country. It will include a major youth event. 

St Mary's, Charlbury are holding a Jesus 2000 Exhibition from I to 16 January 
to explain why the Millennium is a Christian milestone. 

Churches Together in Oxford are putting on a pageant and a giant picnic 
as their contribution to Oxfordshire 2000’s main Oxford event. 

The riverside Henley Royal Regatta site will be the location for Churches 
Together in Henley's celebration weekend from 2 1-23 July. 

Back to the Future is a weekend in June at St Nicolas, Newbury to give 
thanks and make new friendships between different generations. 

Churches in the Downland area of Berkshire are planning a Millennium Passion 
Play for Easter 2000. 

In Abingdon Museum from April to June 2000 there will be an exhibition 
about Christianity in Abingdon over the last 2000 years. 

A Fresh Start Flower Festival at St Edmund's, Maids' Moreton on 22/23 January 
wHI have prayers for the Millennium set among the flowers. 

All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay are planning 1 2 talks on the theme of ‘AD 
2000 - the Christian Heritage’ on the second Sunday of each month. 

Witney churches are having a year long Millennium Y2000 mission. 
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the diocese celebrates the millennium . 1 1 


Millennium with Jesus 

pie all over the Oxford Diocese are welcoming in the year 2000 


No Millennium grant 
for 'religious’ play 

High Wycombe’s application for a 
£5000 MiUennium award for a town 
centre passion play on Good Friday, 
2000 with a cast of hundreds, was 
turned down because it was on a 
‘religious’ subject. The project will 
go ahead anyway said the Revd 
Frank Hillebrand, Team Rector and 
Town Centre Chaplain. The ‘Awards 
for All* scheme was set up by the 
government to help community pro- 
jects. ‘It is extraordinary. We want 
to tell the story of what is at the 
heart of the Millennium’. 

At an ecumenical civic service at 
All Saints’ on 2 January the Mayor 
will lead the congregation in the 
Millennium Resolution. 


The Millennium Resolution* 

Jesus Christ is the light of the World 

and so we make our prayer 

Let there be 

respect for the earth 

peace for its people 

love in our lives 

delight in the good 

forgiveness for past wrongs 

and from now on a new start. 

* Many churches have added to the original 
resolution which does not mention the name of 
Jesus. In Dorchester Abbey.this version will be said. 





Churches Together in England’s Millennium res- 
olution poster is designed by the nuns ofTurvey 
Abbey and published by McCrimmon.The 
Church of Christ the Worker, Langley has also 
produced a coloured Millennium poster to link 
the name of Jesus to the celebrations. Details 
from Marian Green on 01753 546920. 


Stories for the Millennium 

Each household in the Shelswell Benefice will 
be given a souvenir Millennium Calendar with 
a picture of each church. On the back are 
prayers. One village in the Benefice, Stoke Lyne, 
will also give a copy of Scripture Union’s Stories 
for the Millennium to every child. 


Reading 2000+ is a 

READING Ilk group of churches, 
businesses and public 
organisations who 
decided a year ago 
that the best way to provide a permanent 
memorial to the Millennium was to support 
the work of Christian Community Action. Over 
40 churches in the Reading area are having a 
gift day, many of them on the first Sunday in 
Advent, to raise mon^y for this Reading based 
charity which aims ‘to help those who have to 
invest in those who have not*. In 1998 alone 
CCA helped, counselled, furnished and clothed 
over 2,500 individuals and families. CCR also 
works with 67 other local care agencies and 
encourages grass roots projects. A priority is to 
acquire a large warehouse as a central base. 


Feasting and Saxon 
sound effects in 
Dorchester Abbey 

Everyone in the local communi- 
ty, whatever their age or beliefs, 
is invited to gather, in 
Dorchester Abbey at midnight 
for a celebration drink provided 
by the secular parish council 
and to light their candles and to 
recite the Millennium resolu- 
tion together. This will be 
preceded by a bring and share 
‘Feast for All Ages’ starting in 
the Abbey at 10pm. Transport 
will be available for older peo- 
ple and there will be sound 
effects comparing what it might 
have felt like in the Saxon 
Cathedral in Dorchester 1000 
years ago and our feelings now. 
‘Recognising that many have 
already made plans for parties 
in different parts of the village, 
it is suggested that people 
might like to come away from 
these parties and join those 
already in the Abbey from 11.30 
pm and be there with the can- 
dles to mark the Millennium 
Moment’, said Canon John 
Crowe, Rector of Dorchester. 


Find out more about the 
‘New Start* themes on the 
Churches* Millennium 
website www.2000ad.org 



Lighting up that 
Millennium moment 


Tens of thousands of candles have been 
ordered by churches all over the Oxford 
Diocese in response to Churches Together 
in England’s invitation to churches to dis- 
tribute a candle and a card with the 
Millennium resolution and a statement 
that the package comes as a gift from local 
churches. 


Candles delivered with a prayer in Newbupr 

Many churches like St Nicolas* Newbury are commis- 
sioning their candle deliverers at a service on 5 
December. At St Nicolas they hope that at least 130 
volunteers will deliver the candles to 2600 houses on 
the weekend of 11 and 12 December. As they 
approach each home they are asked to say a short 
prayer for those who live there before delivering the 
candles and the Millennium resolution. 

A light in every window in Holmer Green 

For the last three years the three churches in Holmer 
Green (Anglican, Baptist and Methodist) have been 
planning one of the Diocese’s most comprehensive 
Millennium plans. Starting on 5 December each 
church will call on 500 houses and deliver a candle, 
the Millennium resolution with a prayer and an invi- 
tation to the Christmas and New Year services. The 
candles are to be lit at the ‘Millennium Moment’ of 
11.50pm on New Year’s Eve and put in the window of 
every house. At 12.15pm on 1 January it is hoped that 
all 4,000 inhabitants will ‘meet up’ on the village 
green for the short Millennium service. 

And Lavendon lights up its church 

The ancient church of Lavendon, which has been 
standing almost since the last millennium (about 
1025), is celebrating 2000 years of the light of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by floodlighting the church 
using low voltage, energy efficient floodlights. They 
will also deliver St Luke’s Gospels to every home. 


Prayers and parties in Milton Keynes 

The 1 08 churches in the Milton Keynes area are putting on a 
variety of events on Millennium Eve.They include a watch- 
night service starting at 1 1 .30pm at the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone, Central Milton Keynes, and a pre-mid- 
night service at Loughton preceded by a drop-in party 
from 8pm while Christ the King, Kent’s Hill are having 
worship at midnight with a party in the community centre 
beforehand. ‘Light a Prayer for Peace’ will be the theme of a 
candlelit procession beginning at the Peace Pagoda by 
Willen lake on 3 1 December and processing round the lake 
to the hospice with prayers along the way and culminating at 
Willen Church. 


Children are celebrating too 

The Bishop of Buckingham, Mike Hill, will 
present children from Milton Keynes’ eight 
schools with a Millennium candle when 
they gather for a celebration service on 
Friday 7 January 2000 at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone. Each school is pro- 
ducing a banner for the service which will 
reflect aspects of their school and local 
community life. Bishop Mike will also 
address the pupils and staff. The schools 
have been working in partnership with 
Danny Sullivan their Diocesan Adviser who 
says they see the occasion as an opportuni- 
ty to celebrate the presence and work of 
our Church schools and the contribution 
they make to the community. 

Birthday party for Jesus 

In villages of Twyford and Ruscombe chil- 
dren will sing Happy Birthday to Jesus at a 
New Year’s Day global party from 3 to 5pm. 


Called ‘All the World Sing Praise’ the party, 
organised by church members, aims to 
show how all the world’s people can cele- 
brate together. There will be a cake with 
‘Happy Birthday’ Jesus on it. 

Biblical animals focus for hope 

To encourage the local community to 
express its prayers, hopes and promises for 
the new millennium in a tangible way. All 
Saints’ Church, Wokingham has teamed up 
with local St Crispin’s School’s GCSE art 
students to mount a display of sculptures 
in wire and other media representing the 
animals of the Bible. The sculptures are 
interactive and visitors can help to com- 
plete them ‘evoking millennium hopes for 
a renewal in our respect and care for cre- 
ation’. ‘We hope people will use the display 
as a focus for their own prayer or promise 
and mark it on the display’ said the Rector 
of All Saints’, David Hodgson. 


Milestone Net 

Christian Internet Access provider 
offering FREE Internet access 
with a Christian contents portal. 


Local dial up connection 
with 100% UK coverage. 
Free 5 POP3 E-mail boxes 
with 10 E-mail aliases each. 
Free 25Mb Web-space 
for your own web pages. 

,uk Domain Names 
only £10 +VAT 


Why not change your ISP? 

Sign-up today online at 
www.milestonenet.co.uk 
01536 510015 
Milestone Net 

PO BOX 5870 Kettering NN15 7ZG 



Lots of street kids 
in Latin America 
couldn't get up 
for school today. 


These kids would love the chance to go to 
school. But it will never happen. They're dead. 
Killed, in cold blood, on the street by death 
squads and the police. Every week, hundreds 
of street children like these are exterminated 
by authorities because they are considered a 
blight. Human garbage. Human junk that must 
be killed and then thrown away. Their only 
crime? They were street kids who had no place 
else to go. 

The biggest killer of street children 
is our indifference! 

Let us not be guilty of indifference 
Please help us fight this injustice 

See our web site http://www.casa-alianza.org. 

Send your donation to: 

Casa Alianza. The Coach House, 
Grafton Underwood, Kettering. NN14 3AA 
Tel: 01 536 330550 Fax: 01 536 33071 8 
email: casalnzauk@gn.apc.org. 

Name: 

Address: - 

Post Code: Tel: 


CASA ALIANZA 


COVENANT HOUSE 


Registered Charity No. 1073903 providing 

A safe haven for homeless kids 
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1 2 . advertising feature to advertise ring 01865 254506 


Claire’s Traditional Christmas Carols 

including Auld long Syne and A New Carol 

Easy keys - C Major and G Major - no key signatures 

Simple one plus two note arrangements with easy fingering 

English and American versions included 

Created and inspired by young people - no old reprints 

Practice exercises with sheets for keybaord and recorder 

Easy for guitar - chord sheet included. 

Price £10.00 including p+p 

CLAIRE MUNGAl, 5 Bryant Avenue, Slough, Berkshire SL2 ILF 
Telephone: 01753 529559 
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The Rosary, King’s Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Beds 



Entrance 
Examination 
29th January 2000 


THE BEST AflVEHT FOR 
TOE MAOIST SCHOOL 
.... IS A MAOIST GIRL 

For further details on 
Tours 

Interviews 

Registration 

Contact the Headteacher 
Mr Kark McCloskey 
BA (Hons), PGCE, MA 

Tel: 01 344 624291 



EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 
Send for further details : 
CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 

Tel. 0151 327 1172 
Fax. 0151 327 1592 



FRIGHTENED 

OF 

COMPUTERS 


COME ON IN THE 
WATER’S FINE 
Learn: 

WORD 

PROCESSING, 
SPREADSHEETS, 
DATABASES, 
INTERNET, 
WEBSITES, E-MAIL 
PRESENTATION, 
DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING, 
WINDOWS ’95 & ‘98 


BEST 

TRAINING 

3 West Bar 
BANBURY 
Tel: 01295 271888 
Fax: 01295 271801 
Refreshments served 
START ANYTIME 
WORK AT YOUR 
OWN PACE 


RADNAGE TODDLERS 

BIRTH - 5 YEARS 
WEDNESDAY 9 JO- 1 1 JO 
FRIDAY 1.00 - 3.00 

Parents/ 
Guardians 
meet new 
friends. 

Sing songs. Craft Table. 
Trampoline. Building Bricks 
TEA/ COFFEE, JUICE and BISCUITS 
Playhouse - Trucks - Bicycles - 
Slides - £1 per child 
extra children 25p 
COME AND JOIN US, 

THERE IS LOTS TO DO 
RADNAGE VILLAGE HALL 

For further information, call Jayne 
Tordoffon 01494 485919 


RING NOW FOR A 
PROSPECTUS 

01235 555585 


Abingdon College 
Northcourt Road Abingdon 
OX14 INN 


Abingdon College offers 
a variety of part-time 
courses for business 
and pleasure. 


ST JOSEPH’S 
CONVENT SCHOOL 

An independent day school for girls aged 3-18. 

ENTRANCE 

EXAMINATION 

for admission to Year 7 in the Senior Department 

Saturday 22 January 2000 

For an application form and a prospectus, 
please contact: 

The School Secretary, St. Joseph’s Convent School, 
Upper Redlands Road, Reading, 

Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel. 0118 966 1000 

St. Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, 
which exists to provide education for girls. 


ABINGDON 


Burford School 

Cheltenham Road (A40), Burford, Oxon 
STATE SCHOOL 

Day and Boarding Students Aged 11-19 
Number of sixth form on role: 220 

Sixth Form 

We provide a wide range of academic, social, sporting and cultural 
opportunities as well as a relevant work experience package. You will be 
joining a friendly and supportive environment where great emphasis is 
placed on the quality of teaching and learning. 

We can offer: 

• 21 A level subjects 

• 10 AS level subjects 

• 4 GNVQ courses 

• a one year Applied Business Skills course 
Our Sixth form facilities include: 

• An excellent library with Internet access 

• A dedicated ICT centre with high quality hardware and software 

• En Suite Careers and Higher Education office/library 

• Two large private study rooms 

• A spacious Common Room with TV/Video, Stereo and Vending Machines and 
Student Telephone 

And much more 

Tel: (01993) 823303 for more information 




★★★★★★★★★ 



THE HIGHLANDS 
SCHOOL 

Warcile Avenue, Tilehurst, Reading 
RG31 6JR 

An Independent Day School 

Girls 3 years - 11 years 
Boys 3 years - 7 years 
Affiliated to l.S.A. and I.S.I.S. 

Tel: 0118 942 186 
Fax: 0118 9454953 

St. Edward’s and Highlands School Ltd., is a registered 
charity no 309147 and exists to provide education 
for children 



Cokethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 years 


Open Morning 

Saturday 5th February 
9.30am - 12 noon 


■ Small classes 

■ Outstanding pastoral care 

■ Extended Day. 8.30am - 5.00pm 

■ Extensive local school bus service 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon OX8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class education for every pupil 


Could you offer a home- 
from-home? 

We are urgently looking for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education expert Gabbitas have been pro- 
viding high quality guardianship services for overseas 
students from 8 to 18 years of age attending boarding schools in 
the UK. We are currently looking for local families who would be 
able to care for an overseas student at school here and a long way 

from home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home- from - 
home to an overseas student. Could you give support, encourage- 
ment and friendship? 

Would you enjoy attending school events featuring your 
student and liaising with school staff over arrangements for half- 
term and exact weekends? Most of all are you and your family 
able to provide a safe and secure break from school and become a 
second family to a student in need of some care and attention? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian, please phone 
Jill Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or any member of her team, 
during office hours. 

GABBITAS 

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS 
126-130 regent Street, London W1R 6EE 
Tel: 0171 734 0161 Fax: 0171 437 1764 



SUMMJ 


* The longest slope in England 

9 World class international ski 
and snowboard school 

'■* ' Ski and snowboard servicing 

* Specialist retail outlets 

$ Conference facilities 

•* Membership available 

$ Team building days with 
quad bikes and more 

* Childrens parties and ski 
bobbing 

* Orienteering 

* Floodlit - open daily 
10am -10pm 

* The 'Summit' Cafe - bar 
serves food and beverages 
all day 


VISIT US AT 
ABBEY BARN LANE 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
BUCKS HP10 9QQ 


WYCOMBE SUMMIT 


England's Premier Ski and Snowboard Centre 
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Oxford Diocesan 

PRAYER 
DIARY 

for December 1 999 
and January 2000 
Edited by Graham Canning 



|0 God, who by the leading of a star revealed 
|your Son to the nations of the world; lead us 
I to a clearer vision of your presence, and the 
I nations into the ways of unity and peace, 

I through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

I Let us pray to God our Father for: 


^Wednesday 1st Aylesbury Deanery. Giving thanks 
■for the development of the new church and com- 
Imunity with the building of Fairford Leys. For the 
Iwork of all involved in the creation of the deanery 
I plan and for the celebration and witness of the 
(millennium projects. For the area dean - Timothy 
(Higgins; synod lay chairman - Roger Harwood; 

I clergy - Vincent Strudwick; licensed lay minister 
|for the deaf - Ursula Coles. 

.Thursday 2nd Aylesbury Team Ministry - 
"Aylesbury with Bierton and Hulcott, Quarrendon: 

1 clergy - Timothy Higgins, Peter Atkinson, Keith 
^Watson, Peter Faulkner, Christine Brewster, Valerie 
I Hicks, Liz Welters; licensed lay ministers - Anne 
I King, Anne Faulkner. 

(Friday 3rd Aylesbury Walton Team Ministry - 
(Walton, Southcourt, Broughton: clergy - Kevan 
|Royle, Steve Williams, Nicholas Tivey; parish evan- 
gelist - Rupert Hankey; lay pastor - Roger Axtell; 

I licensed lay ministers - Martin Roper, Betty 
Jschwier, Alan Foster, Rose Williams. 

"Saturday 4th Bedgrove: clergy - William Mason, 
■John Elliott; licensed lay ministers - Marie Carey, 
fciive Coulson Joseph Groat. 

I 


(THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

(Sunday 5th Bemwode, Brill, Boarstall, Chilton, c 

(Dorton: clergy - Tina Stirling. 

I Monday 6th Haddenham with Cuddington, j2 

I Kingsey and Aston Sandford: clergy - Chris g 

-Denham, John Race; licensed lay ministers - Pam u 
J Halliwell, Joyce Harvey, Colin Nicholls. u 

^Tuesday 7th Long Crendon with Chearsley and <2 
^Nether Winchendon: clergy - Roger Jackson; % 

I licensed lay ministers - Stanley Green, Maiy 
iScholefield. 

(Wednesday 8th Risborough Team Ministry: 
(Bledlow, Saunderton and Horsenden, Lacey Green, 
(Monks Risborough, Owlswick, Princes 
(Risboroough with Ilmer: clergy - Paul Fiske, Bob 
I Peake, Bob Rhodes, Richard Caink, Andrew 
:Meynell, Peter Steare, David Dewick, Olivia 
"Graham; licensed lay ministers - Tony Andrews, 

* Geoffrey Stevens. 

^Thursday 9th Stone with Dinton and Hartwell: 
Iclergy David Cooke. Worminghall with Ickford, 
(Oakley and Shabbington: clergy - Annette Nixon, 
(David Wallace, Nancy Wallace. 

(Friday 10th Chipping Norton Deanery. For the 
(their strategy for pastoral reorganisation. For the 
I deanery youth initiative to see how they can reach 
-out to young people and nourish them in their 
"faith. For the religious input into millennium cele- 
brations, that others may come to Christ at this 
I time. For the area dean - Graham Canning; synod 
I lay chairman - Elizabeth Higgs. 
iSaturday 11th Chadlington with Spelsbury, 
(Ascott-under-Wychwood: clergy - Timothy 
(Thornton; licensed lay minister - Malcolm Dick. 

I 

(THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
I Sunday 12th Charlbury with Shorthampton: cler- 

I. - - 


gy - Judy French; licensed lay minister - Penny 
Nairne. Chipping Norton with Over Norton: clergy 
- Stephen Weston, Christa Cerratti; licensed lay 
workers - Elizabeth Allen, John Forrest. 

Monday 13th Enstone and Heythrop: clergy - 
Tony Moore. Great Tew with Little Tew. Over 
Worton with Nether Worton: clergy - Robin 
Denniston. 

Tuesday 14th Hook Norton with Great Rollright, 
Swerford and Wigginton: clergy - John Acreman, 
Christopher Turner; licensed lay minister -Janet 
Collins. 

Wednesday 15th Kingham with Churchill, 
Daylesford and Sarsden - clergy - Terry Mann, 
Richard Cunningham, Stephen Hayes; licensed lay 
minister - Robert Forster. 

Thursday 16th Little Compton with Chastleton, 
Cornwell, Little Rollright and Salford: clergy Glyn 
Evans, Hugh Williams; licensed lay minister - 
Stephen Freer. 

Friday 17th Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, 
Leafield with Wychwood and Wilcote: clergy - 


Jane Knowles, Brian Ford. 

Saturday 18th Shipton-under-Wychwood with 
Milton-under-Wychwood, Fifield with Idbuiy: 
clergy - Mike Williams; licensed lay minister - 
Anthony Cable. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 19th Bradfield Deanery. Give thanks for 
an encouraging first year in their deanery youth 
work facilitator’s project and pray that this may be 
consolidated. For their reviews of pastoral and 
evangelistic needs. For the area dean - Roger 
Howell; synod lay chairman - Andrew Bond. 
Monday 20th Aldermaston with Wasing and 
Brimpton: clergy - Peter Steele. 

Tuesday 21st Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead: clergy - Mark Mills-Powell, Charlie 
Vere Nicoll, Anthony Fothergill: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Margaret Davey, George Hudson. 
Wednesday 22nd Bradfield and Stanford Dingley: 
clergy - Hugh Ellis; licensed lay minister - Brian 
Norris, Rosemary Green. 

Thursday 23rd Buighfield: clergy - Brian Grundy. 
Mortimer West End with Pad worth: clergy - Paul 
Chaplin. 

Friday 24th Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy - John Staples, Mark Ringer; 


licensed lay minister - Marion Collier. 

Saturday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 

Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace 

Sunday 26th ST STEPHEN 

Goodwill towards men; for unto us is bom this day 
Monday 27th ST. JOHN APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 

Tuesday 28th HOLY INNOCENTS 
Wednesday 29th Purley: clergy - Roger Howell, 
Jean Rotheiy; licensed lay minister - Walter 
Watkivs. 

Thursday 30th Stratfield Mortimer: clergy Paul 
Chaplin, Christopher Lea, Michael Oke, Charlotte 
Hetherington; licensed lay minister - John Hartley. 
Sulhamstead Abbots and Bannister with Ufton 
Nervet: clergy - Jonathan Sibley. 

Friday 31st Theale with Englefield: dergy - David 
Rice, Tom Ekin. Woolhampton with Midgham and 
Beenham Valence: clergy - Christine Redgrave, 
Elizabeth Oke; licensed lay ministers - Thelma 
Caughey, Hanslip Long. 


JANUARY 2000 (see also p 10/11) 

Saturday 1st THE NAMING OF 
JESUS 

Buckingham Deanery. For all 
who minister in the deanery; 
for the new director of 
Cotteslow - Roger James; for the 
West Buckingham benefice and 
their new incumbent; for their 
schools and the University of 
Buckingham. For the area dean 

- David Meara; synod lay chair- 
man -Juliet Rodolf. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Sunday 2nd Buckingham 
Group Ministry: Beachampton, 
Buckingham, Radclive cum 
Chackmore, Thomborough, 
Thornton with Nash: clergy - 
David Meara, Pauline Hardy, 
Sharon Mowforth, Ron 
Bundock; licensed lay ministers 

- Pat Faulkner, John King. 
Monday 3rd Lenborough, 
Adstock, Gawcott, Hillesden, 
Padbury, Tingewick, Water 
Stratford: clergy - John Hudson 
Tuesday 4th North 
Buckingham, Akeley, 
Leckhampstead, Lillingstone 
Dayrell, Lillingstone Lovell, 

Maids Moreton with Foscott: clergy - Hugh Kent; 
licensed lay ministers - Margaret Culley, Jean 
Farmer. 

Wednesday 5th Stowe: clergy - Ron Bundock. 
Westbury with Turweston, Shalstone and 
Biddlesden: clergy - Vivien Baldwin. 

Thursday 6th EPIPHANY 

Our Bishops: Richard (Oxon); Anthony (Dorchester); 

Dominic (Reading); Michael (Buckingham). 

Friday 7th Cowley Deanery. For Patricia Michael 
their new synod lay chairman, as she gets to know 
the parishes; for continuing discussions about the 
parish shares so that wealthier parishes take a 
proper share of the burden; for urban priority 
areas. For the area dean - Tony Price. 

Saturday 8th Blackbird Leys: clergy - James 
Ramsay; church community worker - Jim Hewitt. 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 
Sunday 9th PLOUGH SUNDAY. 

Monday 10th Cowley Team Ministry: clergy - 
Stephen Hartley, John Tomlinson, Peter Stanway, 
Vernon Orr, Wazir Chand; licensed lay minister - 
Eric Uren. 

Tuesday 11th Cowley St John, Cowley SS Mary 
and John, Cowley St Bartholomew’s Chapel , 



Sixteen licensed lay ministers were licensed by the Bishop 
of Reading at Christ Church Cathedral on 30 October. 
Pictured with the Bishop are: Anne Bertram (Shelswell); 
Margaret Bird (Cox Green); Marian Brown (Wheatley 
Team); Hazel Chow (Beaconsfield); Avril Clark (The Lee, 
Hawridge with Cholesbury & St Leonard’s); Ursula Clark 
(Chaplain to the Deaf); Malcolm Dick (Chadlington); Sue 
Doggett (Chesham Bois); Pamela Fielding (Sherington with 
Chicheley, N Crawley, Astwood & Hardmead); Rosemary 
Green (Bradfield); Mary Lovegrove (Great Horwood & 
Chaplain to the Deaf);Josie Martin (Lane End & Cadmore 
End); Geoffrey Pugh (Ruscombe &Twyford); Elizabeth 
Shatford (Akeman); Elizabeth Taylor (BicesterTeam). 


Cowley St.John Evangelist (St Stephen’s House): 
clergy - Adam Romanis, Keith Lamdin; licensed 
lay minister - Janet Proudman. 

Wednesday 12th Headington Quarry: clergy - Tom 
Honey, Bob Nichols. Headington St Andrew: clergy 

- Michael Brewin, Marcus Stewart. 

Thursday 13th Headington St Mary: clergy - 
Jonathan Sewell; licensed lay ministers - Bernice 
Adepegba, Richard Chand. Highfield: clergy - 
James Cocke, George Bennett, Donald Cluer; 
licensed lay ministers - James Larminie, John 
Lightbody, Eva Vause. 

Friday 14th Iffley: clergy - Richard Lea, David 
Barton. Littlemore: clergy - Bernhard 
Schunemann, Jonathan Page, John Muddiman. 
Saturday 15th Marston with Elsfield: clergy - 
Tony Price: licensed lay ministers - Robert Bruce, 
Branse Burbridge, David Cranston. New Marston: 
clergy - Elaine Bardwell, Joanna Coney: licensed 
lay minister - Rosemary Rycraft. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sunday 16th Oxford St Clement: clergy - Bruce 
Gillingham, Tony Beetham, Vera Sinton; full time 
youth worker - Chris Trent; licensed lay ministers 

- Toby Garfitt Kenneth Howson. 

Monday 17th Sandford on Thames: clergy - 
Robert Morgan, Mary Parsons; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Brian Andrews, Elizabeth Shatford. 

Tuesday 18th Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins. For Christians of all denominations; 
for their worship and ecumenical projects. 
Wednesday 19th Maidenhead Deanery. For the 
Windsor’s review of ministry. For ongoing moves 
to develop elaboration between parishes in the 
deanery; an encouragement for the signs of 
growth. For their area dean - David Rossdale; 
synod lay chairman - David Dufour; licensed lay 
minister - Jill Palfrey. 

Thursday 20th Bray St Michael with Braywood: 
clergy - George Repath. Clewer St Andrew: clergy - 
Ian Randall. 

Friday 21st Cookham : clergy - David Rossdale, 
Valerie Bonham, Anthony Welling: licensed lay 
ministers - Terrie Robinson, Charles Walmsley. 
Cookham Dean: clergy - John Copping, Philip Ind. 
Saturday 22nd Dedworth: clergy - Louise Brown. 
Hurley and Stubbings: clergy - Stephan Welch, 
Maurice Skinner, Roy Taylor, Hilary Davis. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sunday 23rd Knowl Hill with Littlewick, Warren 
Row: clergy - Peter Newton. 

Monday 24th Maidenhead All Saints: clergy - 
Norman Brown: licensed lay ministers - Rosie 
Bragg, Margaret Simpson. 

Tuesday 25th THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 
Maidenhead St Andrew and St Mary Magdalene: 
clergy - Trevor Parkin, Leslie Manderson; licensed 
lay ministers - David Blundell, Ruth Knight, Jill 
Palfrey, Geoffrey Parkinson, Adrian Taylor. 
Wednesday 26th Maidenhead St Luke: clergy - 
Richard Holroyd, Richard Nunn; licensed lay min- 
isters - Bob Glen, Noeline Page. 

Thursday 27th Maidenhead St Peter (Furze Platt): 
clergy - Lee Rayfield, Catherine Blundell, Nigel 
Sanders; licensed lay ministers - Brian Rose, Pat 
Rose, Doris Swinbank. 

Friday 28th Maidenhead The Good Shepherd Cox 
Green: clergy - Vivien Brooks; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Margaret Bird. 

Saturday 29th New Windsor Team Ministry: cler- 
gy -Jeffery Whale, Jonathan Cruickshank, Ainsley 
Swift; licensed lay minister - Anne Proudley. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sunday 30th Old Windsor St Peter and St Andrew, 
Old Windsor St Luke Mission Room: clergy - Nigel 
Pocock; licensed lay minister - Mary Hutchinson. 
Monday 31st Waltham, Shurlock Row: clergy - 
David Cherry. White Waltham w. Shottesbrooke: 
clergy - David Andrew; licensed lay minister - 
Dennis Croome. 

- _P 


MARSHALL PAVING 



CIVIL 

ENGINEERS 


tat frvi t P%ccc 

& Service 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

DESIGNER 
BLOCK PAVING, 

A CHOICE OF 
COLOURS & PATTERNS, ALSO RED 
& BLACK TARMAC. 
NEW.DRIVES MADE, 

OLD DRIVES RESURFACED. 


Show us a competitive quote and 
we wili beat it!" 


Office: 0171 228 7899 
Fax: 0171 228 2118 
Mobile: 07990 618 628 

3 Ransome's Dock, Parkgate Road, London SW11 4NP 


Chris Davies 

Domestic Appliance Repair Specialist 



BODICOTE 
UPHOLSTERY 
& SEWING 

Upholstery, 
re-upholstery and 
repairs. 

All work undertaken 
including licenced 
premises and caravans. 
Competitive rates on 
fabric. 

Full sewing service 
available. 

Tel: 

01280 700966 


BROOKTHORN 

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE 

\ ...SERVICES* ’ 

COMMERCIAL & 

’ DOMESTIC 

TREE STUMP 
REMOVAL 
01993 851615 

Mobile 

0790*9721697 


STRENGTHEN YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM NATURALLY 


Shanshui Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids contain virtually all the vitamins, 
enzymes, trace elements and other natural health-giving substances 
of plants. The immune system is accustomed to these by millions of 
years of evolution, but more are now needed than ever before to neu- 
tralise the toxic residues in food, cope with the pressures of modern 
life, improve stamina, prevent disease, delay ageing and assist recov- 
ery from illness, accident or surgery. 

These liquids should be taken daily from infancy to old age. 

Why take inferior chemical substitutes? 

The Shanshui Formulae and Prices 
Royal Jelly Royal Jelly + Ginseng Royal Jelly + Propolis + Pollen 
24 days supply of any one formula £9.50 per box 

60 days supply of any one formula £16.50 per box 

Or in boxes containing 4 bottles of each formula 


EMU MASSAGE OIL 


Australian Aborigines have used Emu Oil since time immemorial! Now 
used by 80% of U.S.A. NBA sports team therapists and masseurs to 
relieve arthritic pain, injuries, strained ligaments, joints, muscles etc. 

50 ml bottles £9.00 each 

Please Send Order with Cheque or Credit Card Number & Expiry Date to: 

L & M BROWN Ltd P.O. Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR 

Tel: 01202 741176 Fax: 01202 710749 

Information booklet with all orders or send a stamped addressed envelope. 
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• 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct from Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 


t FREE hire car in Guernsey 222?,*, 
plus# FREE seafood platter 1 JUffSS 5 

Oder ts valid until 30-4 (EXC Xmas. N Y.. Easterly 

WWW hbqroup corryie fnquet 


only £199 

per person 

Based on 2 people sharing a 
twin or double room 


Obcr&wwYK&s&u looo 

New Allocation of Tickets 
May 1 7th 
Special Price £599 
Reverend B. Spence, Vicarage, 
Crowthorne RG45 6NY 

01344 772413 


OBERAMMERGAU 
PILGRIMAGE - 
HOLIDAY 

30 JUNE- 10 JULY 2000 

Coach tour from Birmingham in conjunction with 
European Travel Service (Harrogate) Ltd 
ABTA V4176 

Visit Rhine and Moselle area including historic 
Trier. 

Follow the romantic way to Bavaria and see the 
spectacular passion play. Travel home via the 
Black Forest to Strasbourg and the celebration 
capital Reims. 

Half board £ 899 pp based on 2 people sharing 
More details from: TRINITY TOURS 
35 Wyvern Road, Sutton Coldfield, B74 2PS 
or phone (0121)355 3064 


Cotswolds 

Faringdon 

17th Century, Portwell Hotel in 
centre of ancient market town. 
Ideal touring. ETB 3 crowns. 

Winter and S pring Breafe ava i lab le. 


D.B&B from £40 per person. 
Under new management 
A warm Christian welcome awaits you. 

01367 240197 


PAIGNTON 

South Devon 
Carrington Hotel 

10 Beach Road 
Oct/Nov £99 BBEM wkly 
Over 40's £15-£24 discount 
Good Food. 

Highly Recommended 

Tel: 01803 558 785 


ISLE OF 
MULL- 
IONA 

Comfortable home to let 
(1 or 2 weeks) with 
wonderful 

views looking out over 
Tobermory Bay and 
Sound of Mull. 
Sleeps max 7. 

Tel: Mrs Steadman 
01722 742176 


& 


SHORESH STUDY TOURS 

DISCOVER 
ISRAEL 

Explore the Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith with a 
Shoresh Christian guide 
2000 Tours include: 

• Life and World of Jesus • With Jesus at Passover 
• One month sabbatical • Jordan 
Join an existing tour or let us help you organise a group 
You will return with new perspectives and a deeper faith. 
For information on all our tours to Israel 
telephone 01727 810817 or fax 01727 848312 
Email: ShoreshUK@compuserve.com. 

Shoresh Study Tours, Dept. DP, 30c Clarence Road, 

St. Albans, Herts AL1 4JJ 

Acting as agents for Travelink Group Ltd ATOL no 1886 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB enmer Highly Commended 
Corps d'elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure pnone fax 01929 450224 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 
'JtnApJsuiUauaCf 

Price | Destination Departs 


ff 


£729 

Amalfi-Italy 

9 

20/05/00 

£289 

Paris-France b&b 

3 

26/05/00 

£649 

Paphos-Cypra s 

7 

20/05/00 

£960 

Syrian Dreams 

8 

29/05/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

8 /7/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

15/7/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

22/7/00 

£799 

Obe ramme rgau 

5 

2/7/00 


£ 1495 v*/ Obe ramme rgau 4/ S/5 29/5/00 

£1595 ♦■Holyland 5/5 19/6/00 

(special Millennium combined tour) 


Autumn Escapes to be released, Watch this space every month. 


Portugal, Spain, Egypt, India and Turkey 


All nriroc <nrln/Ia' excursions, sociable scheduled flight times 
mi piuefc lnuuue. half board in grea t hotels.Escorted^p 

www.highwaytriist.org / 01256 895966 % 


Near Clovelly, North Devon 
Private owned Country House 
Hotel, set in sixteen acres of 
glorious gardens. 

Spring breaks available 
For brochure and (arifT: 
Telephone: (01237) 451325 
Fax: (01237) 451525 


NEWPORT 

Pembs 

S/C holiday 
accommodation, 
sleeps 6/8 
Gas central heating 
Fabulous sea views 
5 minutes from sea 
Large modern kitchen 

From £250 wk 

Tel: 01222 752965 



DUNBEATH (on sea) 
SCOTLAND 

Holidays beyond the Highlands. Very 
comfortable cottages and lodges with 
every convenience. From 2 persons to 
15. Contoct Hazel Unday for brochure 
and details: Tel 01593 731308 Fax: 
01593 731241 or e-mail: 

dunbeath.estate@virgin.net 


THE PROFESSIONALS 


CET YOURSELF ON CD 

^ Are you a karaoke king or queen? j- 
Do you sing in the bath? 

Capture your talent on CD in our 
professional studio in Bicester 
^ Packages from £25 

^ » Would make an ideal gift ^ 
Call Richard today on 01869 323521 

www.hall-recording.com 


019 




q)(D<D<£S 


for all your needs, contact us for quotes and 
further details 

Tel: 01494 865400 

or write to: 

Garage Doors (Central) Limited 

35-37 High Street 

Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks 



Mark Rowland 
Electrical Services 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Rewiring 

• New installations 

• Storage heaters 

• Fire alarms 

• Security lighting 

• Burglar alarms 


TEL: 01 235 769175 
Mobile: 0589 903207 


KITCHEN INSTALLATIONS 


We can fit any make of kitchen 
► Top quality ready assembled kitchens supplied ■ 
• Computer aided designs in your own home • 
Plumbing, electrical, tiling 
and structural work undertaken 

Tel: 01865 744033 

Mob: 0836 377492 
Fax: 01865 741119 

* All work guaranteed 
• Free estimates 



COTSWOLDS 

near Moreton-in-Marsh 

Unspoilt village 
Comfortable single storey 
conversion. 
Beams, open fire, 
garden, 3 bedrooms, 
sleeps 5. 

01608 674291 


ITALY 

ROME COUNTRYSIDE 

Panoramic garden flat 
in private villa, fully 
equipped, 30km city 

Tel. 0171 931 7425 


INDIAN OCEAN CRUISES 

on the yacht-like Royal Star (250 passengers) 

This delightful Swiss-owned vessel - a firm favourite with my 
clients - cruises to Madagascar, Zanzibar, Comores, Mauritius, 
Reunion and the Seychelles on various cruises throughout the year. 

I am able to offer a 20% early booking discount and 
complementary Club Class seats on these 14, 16 & 21 night 
holidays. Additional days at the 5 Star Flamingo Beach Hotel and 
safaris are very reasonable. 

For preview brochure and special offers, call 

0181 668 2043 

H igh days Travel 


tl 


FRANCE The Loire Valley - 
a plantsman ’s paradise. 

Discover the wonderful wild flowers. 
Orchid species (lizard, lady, monkey, 
butterfly & burnt for example), rare 
crested cow wheat & bastard balm 
~ to name but a few) 

We can offer self-contained accommodation in our 
fully-equipped gite which sits on a gentle hillside 
surrounded by fields and woodland. 

We live “on-site” where we run a small 
plantsman ’s nursery and are creating a garden for 
all our stock plants 

For more information on gite or nursery 
please contact: 

John Worrall, Archangel Plants, 

La Pommasserie, 49390, Mouliherne, France 
or tel/fax: 0033 (0)2 41 38 28 54 
or e-mail: archangelplants@compuserve.com 


OBERAMMERGAU 

PASSION PLAY 2000 

Still Places for May to September 



CHRISTIAN TRAVa SERVICE 

01460 220566 

Man mi *nx huh • tmvr test ass wu 

EUROPE’S GREATEST RELIGIOUS PLAY! 


The SKJ ZONE 

Ski wear for hire and purchase 
- • Children and Adults 

Jackets, Salopettes, All in 
Ones, Moon Boots 
• Kids Ski Helmets 
— • Goggles, gloves, socks, 
hats etc. 

Booking system available now - for more 
info please contact us on 
Henley-on-Thames 01491 413187 


ESSEX, 

THAXTED 

INTIMATE HOTEL, 
ARGUABLY THE AREA'S 
FINEST RESTAURANT, 
15TH CENTURY SETTING 
RECORDERS HOUSE 
17 Town Street. Thaxted, 
Essex CM6 2LD 
Tel: 01371 830438 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Absolutely Fabulous view 
of Lake Windermere from our 
beautiful Country House. 
Some 4 posters, jacuzzis, 
leisure facs. Special Breaks, 
Fayrer Garden House Hotel. 
Brouchure 

freephone 0500 432177 

www.fayrer garden.com 


IE 


Large Holiday Homes 



To sleep 8-30 
Castles, mansions, lodges 
and farmhouses in Scotland. 
Self-catering or fully 
catered 

Tel: 01381 610496 
Fax: 01381 610481 


ISLE OF 
WIGHT 

Winter Break 

Warm comfortable, 
convenient, non-smoking 
coastal cottage. Good 
walking, lovely scenery. 
Highly recommended. 4 
days rent from £38.00 

Mrs Pitts 

01425 615215 


HISTORY 
HERITAGE FAITH 


for pilgrimages to: 

THE HOLY LAND, 
FATIMA, AVILA, LOYOLA, 
SANTIAGO de COMPOSTELA 

contact 

fsjjck Oliver at: 




ABTA 

V6754 


3 BOURNE COURT 
WOODFORD 6REEN 
ESSEX 168 8HD 
Tel 0181 5519988 
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FRANCE The Loire Valley - 
a plantsman y s paradise . 

Discover the wonderful wild flowers. 
Orchid species ( lizard , lady, monkey , 
butterfly & burnt for example ) , rare 
crested cow wheat & bastard balm 
~ to name but a few) 

Wc can offer self-contained accommodation in our 
fully-equipped gite which sits on a gentle hillside 
surrounded by fields and woodland. 

We live “on-silc” where wc run a small 
plantsman’s nursery and arc creating a garden for 
all our stock plants 

/•'or more information on gite or nursery 
please contact: 

John Worrall, Archangel Plants, 

La Pommasserie, 49390, Mouliherne, France 
or tel/fax: 0033 (0)2 41 38 28 54 
or e-mail: arehangeiptants@eompuserve.com 


c/n iearcA 


Fully inclusive tours from local airports 
1 to 5 day tours November - December - January 
Magical illusions, miniature elf workshop etc. 
Accommodation in Log Cabins 



'INCLUDING 
MILLENNIUM 
TOURS 




Canterbury Travel 

01923 822388 




ATOL 739 


DEVON 

Quality hotel, recently upgraded to 4 
Diamonds, delightful on suite room, 
superb food and wine, cosy bar, 
private parking, children and pets 
welcome. Close to beautiful beaches 
and Exmoor. 3 nights half board 
£108.00 and bring your partner for 
half price. Note: Special Christmas 
and New Year packages available 
on request 2/3/4 days or more. 

For further details please ring 
01271 862248. Prices from £18.00 
per person per night. Children under 
12 years 50% reduction. Meals from 
£9.95 


Try Something 
Different . 

Enjoy a Winters/spnng in the 
comfort of a fully equipped 1999 
luxury motorhome. Christmas in 
Paris-New Year in Scotland- 
Wintersun in Spain.4 and 6 Berth 
with unlimited mileage. Fully 
comprehensive UK insurance. 
Shower- toilet- Kitchen -TV/Video. 
Breakdown cover. Free route 
planning and ferry booking service. 

OCT International Ltd 
yyy The Stabtee, Hockerton, 
/OfCST Newark, Nona NG2S 0PJ 

a Phona: 01*38 814171 

*9* fn: 01638 874700 


Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRES 



Celebrate 2000 with ... 

The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 


Beechwood Court 

Conwy, N. Wales 
tr 01492 593405 

St Rliadoaonds 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 

tr 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 

Sheringham, Norfolk 

v 01263 822524 


Brockley Noll 

Saltbum, North Yorks 
9 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
tr 01492 544128 

2000 Colour broth ere 

plus further details 
tr 01695 573372 


Lowenna Manor 

Rock, Cornwall 
ir 01208 862230 
Tlio Pfeasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
tr 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 

To all the centres 
tr 01772 466322 


Self catering bungalows In the grounds of Lowenna Manor , 
The Pfeasaunce ana St Rhadagunds 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 
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Books for the 
New Millennium 

A selection of the many Christian books for the new 
millennium summarised by Clemency Fox 



An illustration from Raymond Chapman’s Stations of the 
Nativity: meditations on the incarnation of Christ 
(Canterbury Press, £5.99) 


The Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Millennium 
Message (HarperCollins, £2.99) 
In this compact little booklet the 
Archbishop offers readers the 
chance to find out more about 
the man behind the millennium. 
‘The future has no terrors if we 
know the person who has the 
key to the future.’ A must for 
Anglicans and others as well. 

Michael Collins & Matthew 
Price, The Story of Christianity 
-2000 years of faith (Dorling 
Kindersley, £20) 

Lavishly illustrated, readable 
reference work, with masses of 
facts, dates and helpful informa- 
tion about the people of 
Christian history. 

David Winter, Message for the 
Millennium: forty days at the 
feet of Jesus (BRF, £5.99) 

Forty daily readings presenting 
the teachings of Jesus, a man 
who never wrote a book and had 
no formal status as a religious 
teacher. 

Millennium Good News Bible 
Special Year 2000 Edition 
(Bible Societies / HarperCollins, 
£12.99 paperback) 

Same familiar Good News text; 
new cover for the millennium. 

Rob Frost & David Wilkinson, 

A New Start: hopes and 
dreams for the new millen- 
nium (Hodder, £6.99) 

A look at society focusing on 
disturbing trends, which will 
affect us all. With practical 
examples and suggestions for 
action for individuals and discus- 
sion groups. 

David Pawson, Hope for the 
Millennium: the Christian 
debate about the future 

(Hodder, £2.99) 

Has the millennium any spiri- 
tual significance? How does it 
relate to the promised return of 
Jesus? An evaluation of 
conflicting interpretations of 
Scripture. 

Wolfgang E. Pax, In the 
Footsteps of Jesus 2,000 Years 
Later (HarperCollins, £25.99) 

A beautifully illustrated reprint 
of an earlier book. Anyone who 
has visited the Holy Land will 


appreciate it and recognise 
places visited. 

( 

Alpha and Omega: visions of 
the millennium (Frances 
Lincoln, £9.99 hardback) 

Words from Revelation with 
prophetic paintings in colour 
from the world’s great art 
museums. 

Anthologies of prayers, 
readings, quotations 

Michael Counsell (ed.), 2000 ' 
Years of Prayer: celebrating 
two millennia of Christian 
spirituality (Canterbury, £20) 

An exhaustive and comprehen- 
sive anthology, with prayers 
from the first four Christian 
centuries, from the Eastern 
churches, the Western churches, 
the Celts, Russia, India, China 
and the Reformation, ending 
with contemporary 20th century 
prayers. 

Owen Collins (ed.), 2000 Years 
of Classic Christian Prayers 
(HarperCollins, £14.99) 
Well-indexed, this paperback 
offers a comprehensive collec- 
tion of prayers old and new, for 
all seasons and occasions, for all 


times and situations of life, 
whether public or personal. 
Sections include prayers for: 
growth in our walk with God; 
facing death and bereavement; 
your local Christian fellowship; 
home and family; God’s world. 

Joseph Pearce (ed.). Flowers of 
Heaven: one thousand years of 
Christian verse (Hodder, £18.99) 
A wonderfully rich anthology of 
poetry and verse from Hildegard 
of Bingen (11th century), via 
Dante, Chaucer, St John of the 
Cross, George Herbert, Coleridge, 
Tennyson, George Macdonald 
and many others, to 20th centu- 
ry poets including Siegfried 
Sassoon, T.S. Eliot and George 
Mackay Brown. 

Geoffrey Duncan (ed.). 

Wisdom is Calling - an 
anthology of hope: an agen- 
da for change (Canterbury 
Press, £11.99) 

An anthology of new spiritual 
writing, drawing on 2,000 years 
of wisdom and insight, in the 
contexts of 20th century 
themes such as the environ- 
ment, fair trade, human rights, 
community, health, science and 
technology, wisdom and spiritu- 
ality. 


Cameron Butland (ed.) Our 
Daily Bread: prayers of inter- 
cession focussing upon work 
and faith issues (produced by 
the compiler, £3.50) 

A theme for each week (emer- 
gency services, food retailing, 
banking, local business, etc.) 
with a prayer and a related topic 
to mention each day by the Rural 
Dean of Witney, available from 
him: Our Daily Bread, 13 Station 
Lane, Witney OX8 6BH. 

Nick Page (ed.). Inspiration: 
2000 years of Christian 
wisdom (Lion, £12.99) 

Wisdom, advice and eternal 
truths about God and people 
drawn from the past 2,000 years, 
covering themes which chal- 
lenge the human race: adversity 
and comfort, creation and 
nature, home and family, life 
and identity, peace and war. 
Colour illustrations of paintings. 

Stories for the Millennium (8- 
13 year-olds) 

Stories for 2000 (4-7 year-olds) 
(Scripture Union, £2.99 each) 
-Two books which explore the 
Christian story creatively, using 
both Bible stories and extracts 
from classic children’s fiction. 
One Oxfordhire parish is buying 
one for every child as a millen- 
nium gift. 

Andy Saunders, Y Now? pro- 
jects for children (Scripture 
Union) 

Photocopyable resource book for 
holiday clubs, assemblies and all- 
age special events, aimed at 
exploring the uniqueness of 
Jesus. 



from My Book of Special 
Times of Year 9 activities 
for young children (BRF, 
£3*99) by Anne Faulkener, 
Development Adviser for 
Buckingham. A companion 
booklet is My Book of 
Special Times in Church . 


The simple truth that 
God is in love with you 

Cardinal Basil Hume, Mystery of the 
Incarnation (DLT, £8.95) 

Cardinal Basil Hume’s 23 years as Archbishop of 
Westminster spanned the primacies of three 
Archbishops of Canterbury. During these years 
he came to have a special place in the hearts 
not only of Roman Catholics, but of Christians 
generally in this country.The delightfully warm 
slightly shy smile which greets us from the pho- 
tograph on the back of the dust cover is a 
reminder that words alone cannot replace the 
living person. However; this book, composed 
mainly of short extracts from talks and homilies, 
makes clear why the Cardinal exercised such an 
influence. It will probably be a more effective 
way to keep that influence alive than any 
weighty biography. 

‘Mystery’ is the key word, and the title of a 
beautiful meditative poem which prefaces the 
whole. The underlying theme is stated in the 
very first reflection, and repeated constantly 
throughout the book The very centre of our 
lives has to be Jesus Christ, true God and true 
man.’ Another recurring theme is linked to it 
‘Just remember the simple truth: God is in love 
with you.That is an astonishing thought.’ 

This is not an argumentative book Cardinal 
Hume clearly starts from acceptance by faith of 
revealed truth.This he seeks to penetrate more 
deeply by an intuitive understanding rooted in 
prayer and sacrament. But one of the most 
attractive features of the book as of the man, is 
the evidence of his struggle with doubt and the 
possibility of meaninglessness. ‘I realised that 
doubt was my friend and not my foe.’This 
process he often experienced as painful, but he 
learned that doubt can purify faith. 

These reflections have that mark of extreme 
simplicity which crown a life of faithful disciple- 
ship.The Cardinal faces the confusions of 
contemporary society squarely, but looks for- 
ward to the new millennium with hope, and 
with an urgent call to himself as well as to his 
readers to deeper conversion, and a real com- 
mitment to justice. All this is in the context of 
an absolute conviction that our ultimate fulfil- 
ment will only be found in union with the God 
whose being is love, and who in that love has 
come to search for us where we are. 

This is a book not to be read at a sitting, but to 
be dipped into, pondered and prayed. It is not 
only the Roman Catholic Church in this country 
which has experienced the loss of Basil Hume. 
Yet, as the Letter to the Hebrews says, ‘he died, 
but through his faith he is still speaking’. 

Paul King 

Father Paul King is Priest in Charge of the 
Hinksey Roman Catholic Parish, Oxford 
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When you need assistance and adince 


.Night Locksmiths 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE 


* LOCK OPENING SERVICE 

★ FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEYS 

★ LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

TO POLICE & INSURANCE STANDARDS 

* DIGITAL LOCKS & SECURITY BARS 

* 20 YRS EXPERIENCE 

★ FOR A QUALITY SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Covering Reading and all surrounding areas 


24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

TEL: 0118 9540124 


CARPENTER JOINER 

AND ALL DOMESTIC CARPENTRY 

Mode to your requirements or standard 
Repair or new 

H.I.A. Carpentry 

Phone 0118 966 549/ 
or Mobile 0411 947312 




Telephone: 


®!« »§! 


S.A.C.D.T. 

Southern Africa Church Development Trust 

(Formerly South African Church Development Trust) 

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED 
for the post of 

DIRECTOR of the TRUST 

Amongst other things, applicants: 

• must have a working knowledge of the church in Southern Africa 

• must be willing to travel 

• must be committed Anglicans 

• should have I.T. skills 

• must have enthusiasm for the task. 

Interviews will be held in Central London 
on Wednesday 2 February 2000 
Application forms from: 

The Rev’d David Cook, Chairman SACDT 
64 Northcroft Lane. NEWBURY RG13 1BN 
Tel. No. 01635 40326 (home) 01635 47018 (office) 


I DRIVES • PATIOS I 


BUCKINGHAM 

DRIVEWAYS 

LTD 


BLOCK PAVING 
SPECIALISTS 

All types of drives and 
patios. 

Laid to a high quality. 
Free Design & Quotations 


FREEPHONE 

0800 0285250 


EXETER HALL 

• Modern well equipped 
halls for max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with 
full catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring 
road/5 mins to M40 
• Car Parking 

Exeter Hall 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon OX5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 
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Select 
Windows 



Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows, 
doors, patio doors and conservatories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings 
154 Newland, Witney 

Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 



Nationwide Wedding 

Hair & Make-Up 

"In the comfort of your own home" 
For more information, or to book your 
local personal consultation 

Call 01206 - 299548 

The Beauty Company 


if 
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QAJedding tSfatione/ty 

in tkefpJOKUd 

ww.weddiDg-8tationety.com 

Totally individual 
wedding stationery 
v • created for you. 

y-jfM Choose a subject significant for 
both of you and let us create a 
delicate pencil sketch for reproduction 
' ‘ on all the items you may need 

v i i :m 
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ix Benefit from 


^..^SCULnURED ... 

^(I^CARDS f' modem ■ technology 
! t * and sec your names and 
chosen motifs laser-cut into the front of 
your stationery. 
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.^Contact us direct > 
Telcphone^029 20811024 fhx 029 20813361 
c-mflil;doro 

>v '- v DhistiatHd >s 6tationcfy Ltd * # 
Ty-rhiw, Tafts Well CF15 7DZ 




Wedding 
and 
Bridesmaid 
Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie’s Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 
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TELEPHONE: 

5 §§ 4115 ®® 
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INSPECTION REPORTS ON 
NURSING AND CARE HOMES 

in Berkshire are available to the public. 
You can get a copy of the latest report on a Home either 
from the Home itself, or from:- 

For Nursing Homes: 

Nursing Homes Registration Manager, 
Berkshire Health Authority, 
57-59 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2BA 
Tel: 0118 982 2903 

For Resid e ntial Care Homes: 

The Inspection Unit, West Berkshire Council, Unit 6, 
Commerce Park, Brunei Road, Theale, 
Berkshire RG7 4AB 

TEL: READING (0118) 930 6000 FAX: (0118) 930 5757 




.,ry 7> CHERRY TREE 

NURSING HOME 

•jT * WE CARE FOR OUR ELDERLY 

(< COMMUNITY UNABLE TO 

* STAY IN THEIR OWN HOMES 

D 

n 


u 

W 


and need YOU to join our team. We are looking for 

n ? 


REGISTERED GENERAL NURSES 


CARE ASSISTANTS 



CLEANERS 



GENERAL ASSISTANTS 

to make beds, give out teas, meals etc 

The Samaritans 


I I lours to suit from part to full time day and nights. 

1 Please ring to find put more from Sister in charge 

0345 90 90 90 


Princes Risborough 01844 346259 

1 Own transport essential as not on bus route * 



^CLIENT 
CENTRED 
COUNSELLING 

• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

Certificate in Counselling (City & Guilds 3703) 
Certificate in Christian Studies & Pastoral Care 
(Westminster College, Oxford) 

Currently training for a Diploma in Psychodynamic 
Counselling with the Oxford Counselling 
Consultancy, Oxford 

Sliding Scale of Charges 

Fiona J Cockings Tel & Fax 01 865 790694 


® Save the Children 

Would vou like to 
SPEAK OUT for Children? 

VOLUNTARY SPEAKERS 

are required to talk to schools and adult groups 
Full training and support provided 

FOR BUCKS COUNTY CONTACT SUE ON 01494 678791 
FOR 0X0N COUNTY CONTACT GRAHAM ON 01993 841928 
Volunteers are needed in our shops in High Wycombe, 
Oxford & Wantage also to join our fundraising activities on 
Oxon and Bucks. Ring Graham on 01993 841928 for details 


BATH LODGE 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

A home from home 

If you can no longer stay 
in your own home. 

Friendly, comfortable surroundings. 
Confused elderly/alzheimer welcome. 

Tel: 0118 958 9726 

8 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NB 


LOOK FORWARD TO A 
LONG HOT SOAK!... 


• Easy access - anti-slip base 

• Thermostatically controlled taps 

• Optional power shower mixer 

• No re-tiling or carpeting necessary 

• Colours to match existing suite 

• Easy to install in less than a day 

• Variable height soft seat 

• Hydrotherapy spa option 
OTHER PRODUCTS 

POWER BATHS 
LEVEL ACCESS SHOWERS 
BATTERY OPERATED BATH-LIFTS 
MANUAL BATH-LIFTS 
SHOWER SEATS 
TOILET RISERS 
SAFE BATHING ACCESSORIES 
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE 


COMPARE OUR PRICES 
AND SAVE £££’S 


Call our discreet fully-stocked Mobile 
Showroom and we will bring all our 
products to you. 

For a Free No Obligation Demonstration 

FREEPHONE 0800 072 9815 

BATH-TIME MOBILITY UK LTD, INDEPENDENT BATHING SPECIALIST 
www.bath-timemobilitv.co.uk 



mobile 



The door can easily be 
closed from a sealed 
position. 


Please send me a Free colour brochure on the 
Bath-Time Mobility UK Ltd. range of products 

Name 

Address 


Postcode Tel. No 

Bath-Time Mobility UK Ltd., Freepost (SCE7048) Maidenhead SL6 2BU 


The bath fills quickly with 
water at the temperature you 
desire. Relaxation - pure and 

simple 





REEVES MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 

146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

S(t6fwRo6dtttf 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 

TELEPHONE: 

01494 472277 



Please help us to bring 
these children out of the 
dark by sending a 
contribution, however 
small to 

The National Blind Children's 
Society 

(Dept GV1) NatWest Chambers, 

Victoria Street, 

Bumham-on-Sea, 

Somerset TA8 IAN 
Tel: 01278 793792 childrens society 

Fax: 01278 792929 Registered Charity No: 1 05 1 607 





Residential Care Home 

The Orchard 

Stewkley, Nr. Leighton Buzzard, 
Bucks LU7 0HR 

NOW OPEN 


A new wing to this delightful family run home 
in a picturesque village setting will be opening 
in May for guests. All rooms are single, en-suite, 
colour TV, courtesy tea/coffee, with a full care 
service provided for permanent and holiday 
guests. The rooms all have views of the gardens 
and countryside. 

Enquiries for full particulars to The Matron 

Telephone: (01525) 240240 
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Mill Court 

linical Centre 

OXFORD SCHOOL OF OSTEOPATHY 

Back Pain? Neck Pain? 

Work Related Strain? 
Troublesome Feet? Sports Injury? 
Tennis Elbow? Hip & Knee Pain? 
Stress? Headaches? 

Our qualified Practitioners are there for you at our recently 
opened clinical centre. 

We are available SEVEN DAYS A WEEK with early morning 
and evening appointments to suit you 
regardless of age. 

OSTEOPATHY 

Acupuncture. Aromatherapy. Sports Injuries. 
Remedial Massage. Podiatry and Chiropody. 
Mother, Baby and Children Osteopathic Clinic. 
Telephone for enquiries and appointments anytime: 

01865 484157 

A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY 
Mill Court, Windmill Road, Hkadincton, Oxford 0X3 7BX 
Free car parking at the clinic 

HEALTHCARE FOR EVERYONE 
Reasonable Rates 
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ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


Forget-me-not 

The Personal Grave Tending Service 

❖ Crass cutting and edging 

❖ Weeding and clearing of debris 

❖ Pruning of roses and shrubs 

❖ Planting of bulbs and bedding 

❖ Cleaning of Monumental Masonry 

On request we are pleased to lay flowers for 
Birthdays and Special Anniversaires 
For details of our complete Grave Tending Service 
please phone: 01869 351783 




EVENLODE 

CARPETS 

All types of 
quality carpets 
and vinyls at 
very competitive 
prices 

FREE FITTING 
Oxford 
881162 



FROM BIKE TO TRIKE 

We’ve got w bat you like! 

EASYBIKE 

Electric Cycles 

m Need no licence to operate 

■ Use no petrol 

■ Require no MoT or road tax 

■ Three models to choose from 

Able-bodied or with special 
needs, we've got a cycle for you 
at a price that's right. 

Call us now for a 
free brochure 

07000 564040 


CHRISTMAS 

APPEAL 

Help us give orphans 
and widows of 
Fishermen a 
Happy Christmas. 

Donations to: 

Fishermen’s Mission 
Freepost ANG5599 
Milton Keynes 
MK5 6YD 
01908 520397 
Speakers available. 



Storing the J3ast 

PARKFIELD HOUSE 
NURSING HOME 
Affordable luxury in nursing care 

Parkfield House is a magnificent new 44-bed 
nursing home in 
Charville Lane West, a quiet residential area of Hillingdon 
Parkfield House is an exclusive nursing provision situated in a quiet 
residential area of Hillingdon, West London. The Home offers a 
distinctive combination of the old and new. 

The original house, a Grade II listed building, has been restored and 
refurbished to its original splendour and two new purpose-built wings 
attached to the house complete a superb residential facility 
for nusing care. 

The Home offers a tranquil environment in spacious grounds and is also 
nicely situated for local amenities and facilities. 

Parkfield House Nursing Home 
Charville Lane West, Hillingdon, Uxbridge UB10 OBY 

To arrange a visit please contact the Manager, Janet Hayes on 

01895 811199 

Registered with Hillingdon Health Authority 



AMPLE V BOSOM 
01439 798388 

Good quality lingerie by mail order. 
Back sizes 30-50 and cup sizes A-H 

Call for our new brochure 
www.bras.online.co.uk. 
email: 

ampiebosom@bras.online.co.uk 


OVERWEIGHT 


Ever wished 
they'd invent a 
pill to loose 
ycmr weight ? 

They did - 
It's Fantastic! 
For Free 
sample 

- No Obligation 


Call 

01535 644860 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01793 70131.3 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 





WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 



TELEPHONE 
01235 520087 - 

4^ 



THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 




EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 

UNIVERSAL CARE 


ItAXKIJllY I’ It I VAT i; AMIUJLAiYLl 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, commodes and 
zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance transport 
available including Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day 


T> HO MAUI) ROAD, BANBURY 
01295 2591 BO 




tm 

v 


LIVERPOOL 
CITY MISSION 


Opportunities for Christian Service 
both in Outreach and Church Based. 

Phone John Stott on 0151 709 8866 

“Bringing Christ To The Inner City” 


Help us win the fight 
against cancer ... 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer 
charity funding research, counselling 
and patient care. 

We need volunteers to help run our 
local charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to 
spare, please contact Tenovus on 
01222 621433 for details. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


Research • Care • Counselling 


11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No. 

1054015 



The National Blood Service 


i«>' 




2) needs volunteers to assist at 
local sessions with the serving of 
refreshments and caring for 
resting donors. 

This role is vital to the smooth 
running of the sessions and takes 
up 4 to 5 hours every couple of 
months. 

If you feel you can spare the time to 
assist us please 
call Sharon Townsend at the 

National Blood Service 
(01865) 447921 

We are counting on you 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact : 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^SHUtDINGTON Ncar Banbury 

5R)USB Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 




Boulters Lock 
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Residential Home 

Elegant Private Home, close to Boulters Lock 

• 24 hour care, professional staff 
• Call system • Homely atmospheie 

• Passenger lift • Entertainment 
• Luxury independent living with supervised 

and personal assistance 
• Under new management, previously 
known as Lavender Lodge 

Tel: Maidenhead (01628) 634985 

56 Sheephouse Road, Maidenhead 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIELD WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 



* Green 
Pastures 
Christian 
Nursing 
Home 

The Hawthorns, Banbury 0X16 9FA 
Tel: 01295 279963 

We provide full Nursing Care within a 
Christian environment. 

We are able to offer accommodation to 
elderly people, whether they are 
funded by private means, or through 
Social Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to one 
another. Zech 7-9 

Registered Charity No., 297937 


A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited 
to retired professional people. The 
Apartments ftitfs in size from small studio 
rooms to thrj)p»T0Omed apartments. All have 
a private bartlroom and utility area. All 
meals, cleaning, apartment maintenance and 
heating are provided and there is 24 hour 
cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable for the 
apartment and a monthly charge covers the 
services provided. 

If you would like to know more, or 
view the apartments, telephone Tony 
and Judy Bester on(01869) 810636. 
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Why can*! the 
Church be more 
generous to its 
children? 

Asks Jenny Hyson, the 
Diocesan Children's Adviser 

I recently went to see the West End 
show ‘Whistle Down the Wind’. It 
tells the story of a group of children 
who find a stranger hiding in their barn. 
He bears marks on his hands and feet 
which lead the children to believe he is 
Jesus not the man being hunted down by 
the villagers as an escaped convict. Such, 
is the faith of the children that they 
decide to hide and protect their saviour 
It is a tale of innocence and trust of 
children who, against all the odds, see 
only the best in another. It is about how 
their generosity and unconditional love 
in the end wins through. I was struck by 
the lyrics that seemed to understand 
that, when Jesus was on the children’s 
side, it was a powerful combination! 

If Jesus came again to live among 
us, would he still feel we’ve not 
fully grasped what it is to be the 
people of God? 

The story could be seen as a modern para- 
ble that begs the question, how would we 
respond if Jesus came again to live among 
us? Would we recognise him and what 
would he say about our churches? Would 
he ask similar questions to those he 
posed to the Pharisees 2000 years ago? 
Would he still feel we’ve not fully grasped 
what it is to be the people of God? 

Over this year I’ve been involved in 
two important pieces of work in relation 
to the place of children in our churches. 
One has been concerned with the issue 
of Child Protection and the second the 
question of whether to admit children to 
Communion before they are confirmed. 
Both of these issues are highly emotive 
and there have been times when I’ve had 
to ask, why are we so reluctant simply to 


be generous towards the children? This 
may be expressed in a desire to take every 
step to ensure the children’s safety, not 
because of the legal implications on the 
churches’ insurance, but out of a real 
desire to want what is best for the chil- 
dren. To provide a programme of nurture 
by leaders who are committed to the 
children and who themselves are sup- 
ported, trained and resourced to do the 
task. 

The second issue, that of the place of 
baptised children at the Eucharist, also 
makes me ask, where is our generosity? 
There has been a lot of positive debate in 
many churches around the Diocese about 
the pros and cons of children being 
admitted to Communion. There is howev- 
er sometimes a feeling that children get 
things too easily, that they must wait, 
that they may not understand the signifi- 
cance of this great mystery. Often there 
are discussions about which children 
should and should not be admitted to 
Communion. But how do we decide? Are 
these the questions we should be asking? 



The Archbishop of Canterbury set an 
example of generosity to our children 
when he visited the Oxford Diocese in 
March 1 999, Here he spends time with 
pupils at The Batt Primary, Witney. 

Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


Over this Christmas time and especially 
around the Millennium we will no doubt 
be invited to share many meals with fam- 
ily and friends in celebration of a baby 


born 2000 years ago. A baby given out of 
God’s generosity and love, for a world 
and a people whom God was determined 
not to give up on. 

God’s is a generous, boundless love 
that takes the initiative and gives 
out the invitations! Can we dare 
to do the same? 

God didn’t wait for us to understand or 
respond to his love. In fact the Old 
Testament is a chronicle of events that 
showed that very often the opposite was 
true. Yet God was to send his only son with 
a message of love and forgiveness for all 
people. A love which was for young and 
old alike, both rich and poor and of all 
nations. How then as a Church do we 
respond to this example of generous love? 
How is it reflected in the way we care for, 
welcome and nurture the children in the 
church? God’s is a generous, overflowing, 
boundless love that takes the initiative 
and gives out the invitations! Can we dare 
to do the same? 
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CLASSIFIED • CLASSIFIED • CLASSIFIED • CLASSIFIED 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 

Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: Bill 361 Bill ar Fit Bill 
361 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, Friem 
Barnet, London NN1 3FT 
Email: 

tablewhere@globalnet.co.uk 

www.tablewhere.co.u k 

9C HI 


Fancy a small 
Piece of a 
very Bio Pie ? 


Then grab a fork and 
dig in to the potential 
of a rapidly 
expanding market. 
Our simple, proven 
home based 
business could be 
your key to a secure 
Future. 


Call Free on 
01653 255388 
for details 


GROUNDWORKS * 
DRIVEWAYS 


P. KELLY & SON 

Specialising in Groundwork & Driveways 
• Tarmacadam, Concrete & Shinge 
Edging Stones • Patios & Block Paved Paths 
• Rubbish removal 
All work guaranteed 
Free a FREE friendly quotation 


OXFORD 01865 127049 

1 Crutch Furlong , Berinsfield, Wallingford, Oxford 
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OUT OF THE RUBBLE 

PAUL ETTA EDWARDS 

This tells us Oi Pauletta's fight for survival in what was, for her, the desolate and hostile 
world of her childhood in care. It shows how a vicious spiral can build up through 
distrust, lack of communication and withdrawel. All this can lead to unimaginable 
difficulties in responding to warm and friendly overtures and an inabilty to form 
relationships. The story gives rare insights into what it takes to pull someone damages 
almost beyond salvation out of the rubble of life, into love, trust and happiness. 
Pauletta and Phyllis meet when Pauletta was already a small aldult and then graually 
adopted each other. Lovingly, patiently, Phyllis broke down the barriers and has agreed 
to telling her of their story, fully and honestly, to help those you want to adopt or foster 
but are afraid of finding themself out of there emotional depth. Phyllis is happy to offer 
them help in this story of how she handled it. 

The medical adviser of Avon Adoption and Fostering unit thinks this book should be 
compulsory reading for anyone thinking of adopting or fostering another child. 
Reviewed in community care 16-22 September, 1999 by Barbra Kahan, she thinks 
Phyllis provides a model from which foster carers, child care staff and others can learn. 
Available from all good book shops. 

Incase of difficulty contact: 

Vine House Distribution, Waldenbury, North Common, Chailey, East Sussex BN 8 4DR 
Tel: 01825 723398 Fax: 01825 724188 

E-mail: sales@vinehouse.co.uk • Website:www, vinehouse.co.uk • ISBN 0 9534787 OX £7.99 



GUARANTEED 
LOANS and 
MORTGAGES 

Any amount for any purpose, 
no fees charged, CCJ;s, self- 
employed, without accounts, 
mortgage arrears, council 
tenants, right to buy with cash 
bock. 

All enquiries welcome 

Phone/fax: 
01952 417968 

Days/ Evenings - 7 days 

Subject to status, written quotes available 
Your home is at risk it you do not keep 
up repayments on o mortgage or other 
loon secured on it 


BUSINESS 
CARDS 
FROM £. 14.95 

FOR 200 PLUS P&P 
Price includes design 
and VAT printed on 
300 Gsm quality card 
No extra costs 
other that p&p 

Phone 01446 730630 
or fax 01446 730624 

for samples or oder 

"Is there o gap between 
where you ore & where 
you wont to be?" 

Wish your life hod more 
direction? That your job mode 
, better use of your talents? 
Improve your life with telephone 
coaching - from your own home. 
For FREE info pack & details of 
FREE 30 min consultation coll 
Antoinette Brooks on 

0181 888 8296 


1st Call 


To get new credit 
bank accounts, 
loans, credit 
cards, mortgages, 
also repair your 
credit. 

0171 531 6666 

Your home is at risk if you do not 
keep up repayments on a 
mortgage or loan secured to it. 


L'AGNEAU 

ORIGINALS 

Encourage friends, celebrate 
special occasions or express 
sympathy in more trying 
times with beautiful hand- 
made greetings cards from 
full-colour, original 
photographs celebrating 
God's Creation. 

Send: 2 first class stamps for 
your copy of our full colour 
catalogue to: 

L'Agneau Originals, 'Broden', 
Pentrich Rd, Swanwick, 
Alfreton, Derbyshire 
DE55 1BN Tlf 01773 528900 


| CAN'T GET HELP FROM I 
I HIGH STREET LENDERS? | 


Contact 

DEREK COWELL 

0870 740 6952 

Normal BT rates 


• Mortgages 

• Re-mortgages 

• Secure loans 

• Non-status loons 

• Cor finance 


TENANTS/UNSECURED 

LOANS 

Call 9881 118391 
calls cost £1 per min 


Your horn* it at risk if you do not keep up 
repayment! on o mortgage of ony other loon 
secured on it 


YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS 

Media Cache 

We offer some of fhe most 
competitive prices for 
GENUINE print consumables in 
the land! 

Epson, HP, TDK, Canon etc. Ink 
Cartridges, Toners. Ribbons, 
Paper. 

Call/Fax your requirements for 
the best prices around. 
Competitive prices for all your 
hardware needs, including 
telephones, fax machines, 
multi-function machines, disks, 
CDs etc!! 


Call/Fax now! 

You won t be sorry 
Tel/Fax: 01282 455040 
Tel: 01282 455091 


WANTED 


Oxfordshire stone jars/ 
bottles with writing on 

Enamel 

Potlids/ signs/ adverts etc 

CASH PAID 
01869 323564 

E-mail: oldbottles@tesco.net 


Saint Nicholas Church, Abingdon 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

required for small town-centre church, part of the Parish of 
Abingdon. Regular services include sung (BCP) mattins, 
family (ASB) communion, and all-age informal services. No 
regular earning services. The person appointed will aim to 
develop the music appropriate to each of these styles of 
worship, and to re-build an enthusiastic choir. Choir practices 
presently Friday evenings. Organ is a two manual Nicholson. 

RSCM Salary Scale. 

Details from : 


St. John the Baptist, Little Missenden 

We are seeking an 

ORGANIST and 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 

ESTABLISHED ADULT CHORAL GROUP, 
EXPANDING JUNIOR CHOIR 
2 MANUAL HARRISON & HARRISON ORGAN 
Regular services include BCP morning and evening prayer 
ASB family Communion and informal family services 
Weekly choir practice. 

Would consider job-share 


The Revd. Martin Lovering, 39 The Motte, 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 3NZ 


Please contact Rev. D.R. Hemsley, The Vicarage 
Little Missenden, Bucks HP7 ORA 


Phone: 01235 521371 


Tel: 01494 862008 












DECEMBER 1999 THE DOOR 


food for thought . 1 9 


A meal for the 
millennium 

by cookery writer, Ann Way 

T wo thousand years since the birth of Christ! 
After the glorious festival of Christmas we are 
usually happy to turn our thoughts to a new 
year and a new start. This time it is very special. 
Having feasted on the traditional turkeys, geese, 
ducks or chicken over the Christmas celebrations, I 
felt it would be good to concentrate on other meats. 
The outcome of this train of thought was that we 
could enjoy a selection of the good food for which 
Britain is known. I have planned the meal so that the 
cook can enjoy the evening too. 

A grace to say 

As we gather for this 
Our new Millennium meal. 

Lord grant us to enter 
The coming years with love 
In our hearts for all your children, 

Regardless of race or creed. 

Give us patience, 

Understanding and tolerance, 

Together with strength and courage 
to spread your Word 
Throughout all lands 

Main Course: Welsh lamb - pot roasted 

This is actually a Greek way of cooking lamb but it is a deli- 
cious way of cooking it in advance. Scottish beef could be 
used instead in which case use a tablespoon of thick cut 
marmalade instead of the lemon juice and a bouquet garni 
and four cloves and one bay leaf instead of the basil, 
oregano and rosemary. 

Ingredients for six people 

Small leg or shoulder of lamb or a good sized piece of 
silverside or topside of beef 
2 large carrots; 

I large onion and 1 2 baby onions 
I large potato; I stick of celery 
juice of half a lemon (lamb only) 

I cup tomato juice 
I tablespoon marmalade (for 
beef only) 
cloves (beef only) 

2 garlic cloves, optional 
2 tablespoons olive oil; 

3 tablespoons red wine 
freshly ground pepper 
and salt 

a few fresh basil leaves 


2 bay leaves 

1 cup of water 

2 sprigs fresh rosemary 
I teaspoon thyme 

I teaspoon oregano 

Preparation 

Using a big casserole dish, pour in one tablespoon olive oil. 
Add thickly sliced carrots, chopped celery, the large onion 
sliced and baby onions skinned. Stir vegetables to lightly 
coat in oil. Place the joint on top of them, skin side up. Add 
wine, tomato juice and dried herbs. Sprinkle the lemon 
juice over the lamb or spread the beef with marmalade. 
Chop garlic finely and sprinkle on top of the meat. Then 
add the bay leaves and the rosemary sprigs or the bouquet 
garni. 

Seal the pot for cooking either by using damp grease proof 
paper stuffed into the edges of the pot or better still mak- 
ing a stiff paste of flour and water and a tiny bit of fat to 
make it pliable. This is pressed round the dish and then 
the lid is pushed on. Place the casserole in a preheated 
oven, Gas mark 4, 375F, 190C for one hour. Then turn the 
heat down to Gas mark 3, 350F, 170C for a further 2 hours. 
It can be kept warm for longer if necessary. To serve, place 
the vegetables on a serving dish and the meat on top 
removing rosemary stalks or bouquet garni. Keep warm in 
low oven. Skim as much fat as possible off cooking juices 
and then thicken remainder with about 1 oz cornflour 
slaked with a little water, and a little gravy browning if the 
colour seems insipid. Sieve into saucepan and stir until 
boiling. Serve separately. Cut the meat downwards in thick 
portions. Cornish broccoli and roast potatoes are ideal 
with this dish. 

Pudding : Yeovil Baked Pears 

I have taken this from a book of traditional west country 
recipes compiled by Alison Ainsworth 

Ingredients: 

6 firm Conference pears or similar 

3 oz sultanas 
6 fluid oz medium cider 
I 1 12 oz butter 
1 1/2 oz demerara suga 
Devonshire clotted cream. 

Preparation: Put sultanas 
and cider in a small saucepan and bring to boil. Remove 
from heat and leave for about 15 minutes. Peel and decore 
pears and quarter and place in a buttered oven proof dish. 
Pour cider and sultanas over them and sprinkle with sugar 
and dot with remains of butter. Place in preheated oven at 
Gas mark 4, 180C, 350F for about 35 minutes or until ten- 
der. Cool and serve with Devonshire clotted cream. 
Complete this Millennium feast with a good selection of 
British cheeses. Then finish off with good strong freshly 
brewed coffee and chocolates from Traidcraft (Traidcraft's 
address is on the back page). 

Happy New Millennium! 


AD 1000: what was 
the Diocese like? 

+ Christianity was well established in the 
region thanks to the earlier efforts of mission- 
aries (eg Birinus, 7th century). 

+ Organisation Buckinghamshire and Oxford- 
shire were part of the Diocese of Dorchester-on- 
Thames, stretching north to the Humber. Berk- 
shire (with Wiltshire) was in Ramsbury Diocese . 

+ Monasteries (eg Abingdon) flourished and 
had great influence. Many bishops were monks. 

+ Minster churches (eg Wing, Reading), were 
centres from which clergy or monks went to rur- 
al areas and to which people came for festivals 

+ Parish churches were being built by richer 
people; King Athelstan had granted higher social 
status to those 
who owned land 
with a church. 

4* Art was in a 
golden age: sculp- 
ture in stone (eg 
Langford) and 
ivory, enamelling 
(eg Alfred Jewel in 
Ashmolean Mus- 
eum), metalwork, 
embroidery 

+ Christian 
writing We have copies of sermons and advice 
for rural clergy written in Old English (rather 
than Latin, the official language of the church) 
by monks; one of the most well known was 
Aelfric, Abbot of Eynsham in 1005. 

+ Danish invasions St Frideswide’s priory in 
Oxford was burned down in 1002, during King 
Aelthelred’s massacre of Danes in England, in 
revenge for their constant invasions. Aelfheah 
(Alphege), Archbishop of Canterbury, would be 
killed by Danes in 1012. 

The Son of God was crowded in his inn, that he 
might give us a spacious dwelling in the 
kingdom of heaven . 9 

Aelfric, Abbot of Eynsham 





An 1 1 th century stone crucifixion 
scene above the door of St 
Matthew's, Langford, Oxon. 

English scupture was famous at 
that time. Photograph: Gary Williams 


Seal ewatcher® 

ELECTRONIC SCALE ELIMINATION 

SOLVES HARD WATER PROBLEMS! 

LET THE MARKET LEADER LOOK 
AFTER YOUR SYSTEM , 

■ Descales & protects entire system 

■ No Chemicals 

■ No Maintenance 

■ Widely acclaimed by Industry 

Sutherland Partners 

The Granary, Oare, Newbury, 

Berkshire RG18 9SD 
Tel/Fax (01635) 200249 



PREDATOR PEST 
PREVENTION 

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
Commercial/ Domestic/ Agricultural 

Mink 
Rabbits 
Moles 
Pigeons 


Ants 

Wasps 

Fleas 


Cockroaches 
Silverfish 
Ear wigs 
and 
all 

other 

types 


FOR ALL 
YOUR 
PEST 

CONTROL 

SOLUTIONS 

AND 

REQUIREMENTS 


insects 


Telephone: 

01295 272730 

24 hour and 365 day service 


Squirrels 
Foxes 
Cat 
Colonys 
Cleared 
Snakes 
Starlings 
Sparrows 
etc etc 
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NATIONALI 

FASCIAS 


SPECIALIST in UPVC 

(we remove oil wood and 
replace with solid uPVC) 

• Fascias • Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Timber treatment 

0800 3288927 

or Mobile: 

07979 828652 


SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1999/2000 catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on apples, 
also gooseberries, plum, 
soft fruit, hops and grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, Isle of Wight 
P038 3HW 

Tel. 01983 840750 or 
Fax 01983 523575 24hrs 


Style 


prices from 

l 7hp 

112 We specialise in 
custom made 
orthopaedic and 
high seated chairs 
made here in High 
Wycombe. 

All have solid 
hardwood frames 
with different 
heights, widths, 
depths and made 
to suit your 
personal needs 
and comfort. We 
have a huge 
selection of covers 
and fillings to 
choose from, you 
are invited to 
come and view 
our large stocks. 
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Free 
Parking 

Martin's Furniture 

41-43 Totteridge Road 
High Wycombe 
Telephone: 

(01494) 472200 

Open 6 days 
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Located near the train station 



21st year and still growing 


EXTRA PROTECTION WITH OUR BOLT SYSTEM 



Our new 1999 range of unrivalled high 
security windows , doors and conservatories 
utilise a revolutionary new mortice lock 
andhinge bolt system , ensuring that ALL the 
nasty elements of life are kept at bay. Now 
you can improve the appearance of your 
home and your peace of mind. 


CHECKOUR 
CREDENTIALS _ 

© Certificate No 
FM02158 
8SEN ISO 9002 


BS7412 BS7590 
KN 34025 
Enhanced Security 
BS5713 1979 
KN 09873 
Sealed Unih 
BS7412 1 991 
KN 12886 
PVCu Windows 


% 


INTERNALLY GLAZED (Glass cannot be removed from 
otuside) 

REINFORCED FRAME SECTIONS 

HIGH SECURITY SHOOT BOLT LOCKING (inc. Key Lockable 
Night Ventilation Facility) 

WITH THE EXCLUSIVE MILLENNIUM SECURITY WINDOWS 
TOTAL MANUFACTURERS (inc. Sealed Units) 

OUR OWN EXPERIENCED FITTING TEAMS 
DEPOSIT PAYMENT PROTECTION (fully insurance backed) 
COMPREHENSIVE AFTER SALES SERVICE 
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Gifts that make 
a difference 

C hristmas shopping from 
Christian catalogues 
ensures that /our gifts 
are fairly traded, good value and 
help to improve the lives of the 
people who make them. 

This attractive jute and terracotta 
bell and star mobile 
(I .Tradecraft, £7) for instance 
comes from the Jute Works’ a 
co-operative in Bangladesh which 
enables women across a large 
area to work from home. 
Purchases from BibleLands in „ 
High Wycombe helps their work 
^ amongst needy children in the 
unsettled lands of the Bible. 

Their catalogue is small but excit- 
ing and includes the golden 
stal- candle ‘with the fra- 
grance of myrrh’. (2. £3.50) 
and the Jesus fish (3. £5.50) 

This ancient Christian sym- 
bol is freestanding and 
crafted in Bethlehem from olive wood. 
'Sing praises to the Lord, play music on 
the harps’ says Psalm 98. If you haven’t got 
a harp to play in the New Millennium why 
not pipe it in on some Peruvian pan pipes 
(4. £5.00). from Tearcraft Their 1999-2000 
catalogue shows a selection of musical 
instruments from 
Peru, India and 
Thailand including 
pipes, maracas and 
drums, a delightful 
nut shaker (4, £6.00) which makes a 
sweetly musical sound when shaken and a 
soprano frog which makes a joyful croak 
(£6.25; bass frog £ 1 0!) when rubbed with 
a stick. 

Toybox, committed to helping street chil- 
dren in Guatemala, offer an attractive 
range of gifts from South America at their 
Amersham shop and by mail order while 
Action around 
Bethlehem 4 . 

Children with 
Disability (ABCD), 
based in Long 
Crendon, have a 
range of cards and 
gifts including olive 
wood crosses. ABCD, who work with dis- 
abled children on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, are winding down their cata- 
logue so prices are reduced. 

Where to get the catalogues 

ABCD.Wapping, Long Crendon, Bucks, HPI8 9AL 
BibleLands Trading Daytime enquiries 01494 
521351. Evenings (6-IOpm until Dec. 3) 01494 442881. 
Tearcraft, Phone 084S 3SS 83SS for your local rep or 
0800 I9S0 102 to order a catalogue 
Toy Box Crafts, P0 Box 660, Amersham, Bucks HP6 
6EA. Telephone 01494 432S9I. 

Traidcraft For catalogues phone 0191 491 1001 and to 
find out your nearestt voluntary rep 0191 491 08SS. 
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Christine Zwart went to 
Commonwealth House in central 
Oxford where students from 27 
countries find a home from home 
especially at Christmas 

“No room!’ A Sudanese student who was 
turned out of his lodgings on Christmas 
Day by an Oxford landlady to make room 
for her family, did not hear the door 
slam in vain (wrote Susan Price in the 
Oxford Times). 

The year was 1960, and at a party for 
all-comers in St Aldate’s Rectory, the stu- 
dent spoke bitterly about what had 
happened to him. The Rector, Canon 
Keith de Berry, never forgot the conversa- 
tion: ‘I talked to him for about an hour, 
and as we sat there it dawned on me that 

we could do something to help ’ 

Five years later, out of the faith and com- 
mitment of the congregation, the houses 
in Pembroke Street which belong to the 
St Aldate’s Parochial Charities were refur- 
bished with a grant from the British 
Council and established as 
Commonwealth House. They were dedi- 
cated by the Bishop of Oxford and opened 
in February 1965 by Dr Donald Coggan, 
then Archbishop of York, as ‘a place of 
Christian welcome and fellowship for 
Commonwealth and other students of 
many faiths during their residence in 
Oxford’. 

Would this venture succeed? To secure 
its viability, two houses were added in 
1970 and 30 years later there is still a 
waiting-list as overseas students take up 
hard-won places in this renowned city of 
learning. They arrive with a pressing 
need not only for safe and affordable 
accommodation, but also for a welcom- 
ing environment which can help to 
alleviate homesickness and isolation. 
There was nothing so important for me’, 
wrote Wango from Kenya, ‘as a place 
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where I could feel at home and welcome’. 
As Michael Mowat, the resident Warden, 
explains: ‘We see Commonwealth House 
as an essential part of the Church’s mis- 
sion in this university city, welcoming 
the stranger as Christ commands and 
expressing his love and presence in the 
world. We try to do this in two ways - by 
practical care for the students’ needs, and 
by creating opportunities for them to 
explore, if they want to, the reasons for 
our living faith in Jesus Christ.’ 

Michael is keen to stress that he and his 
wife could not create this distinctive 
ethos on their own. They are grateful 
every year for the twelve or more interna- 
tional Christian residents who pray 
together for the house and help to foster 
a sense of community. ‘As trust grows 
into friendship, people can begin to share 
their lives at a deeper level. It is wonder- 
ful to have the resource of St Aldate’s 


Christmas at Commonwealth House 

church next door, and of other churches 
nearby, where students are encouraged to 
join in a service, or an ‘Alpha’ course, or 
to enjoy hospitality.’ 

Many of the 71 residents come from 
countries where people experience hard- 
ship or oppression. A diplomat in 
training from a formerly communist 
country appeared hostile to Christian 
ideas when she arrived last year. 
Gradually she made friends. She went to a 
Christian houseparty at Christmas, began 
to ask questions, and attended an ‘Alpha’ 
course. By the time she went home she 
had concluded that ‘Jesus is the Son of 
God’. 

And so, 40 years on from that crucial 
Christmas party, the Parish Room in 
Pembroke Street will again be filled this 
December by international students 
enjoying fun and friendship, and food 
from some of the 27 nations currently 
represented in Commonwealth House. 
After the meal, some will hear for the 
first time of how a young woman in great 
need was travelling with her husband far 
from home when she heard, in 
Bethlehem, the dreaded words: ‘No 
room’. And then the speaker will unfold 
the story of what happened next . 


At about the time that Commonwealth House was 
established, the North Oxford Overseas Centre 
also opened its doors to international students. It 
provides a similarly caring environment under a 
Christian management. 

Commonwealth House, II Pembroke Street, Oxford, 
OX1 IBP tel: 01865 793132. 

North Oxford Overseas Centre, 117 Banbury Road, 
Oxford, OX2 6JX tel: 01 865 311277 01865 311277. 
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A conference for all the family 
29 July - 4 August 
6-12 August 2000 

Hosted by David and Mary Pytches with John 
and Anne Cole and the 
New Wine leadership team 

At the Royal Bath & West Showground, 
Shepton Mallet, Somerset 
Programmes for all the family. Come on your 
own, with the family or as a church group. Stay 
on or off site. 

Celebration: Worship: Teaching: Relaxation: 
Ministry in the Power of the Holy Spirit 

New Wine Conferences 
4A Ridley Avenue, Ealing, London W13 9XW 

020 8576 6717 

Email: bookings@new-wine.org 
Registered charity No. 1043763 
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^^EMBROIDERY 

DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent, 

St. Mary’s Road. Oxford 0X4 1RU 

Church Embroidery 
to commission 
including Vestments, 
Fair Linens and 
Altar Linen. 

Altar Frontals and 
Banners. 

Enquires to: 

Embroidery Department 
All Saints Convent 

Tel: (01865) 248627 

The Society of All Saints Sisters of the Poor is a 
registered charity (no.228383) incorporating 
St. John s House, Helen House, the Porch and All 
Saints House, London. 


There were shepherds 


David Winter’s 


There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. (Luke 2:8) 

I t all seems a bit of an anti-climax. After centuries of anticipation, 
when we finally get to the moment of Messiah’s birth, how does the 

story start? There were shepherds ’ 

Shepherds were near the bottom of the social pile in ancient Israel. 
They simply ‘abided’ in the fields - they lived there, the fields were 
their ‘abode’. And it was to these ordinary people, going about their 
ordinary business, that the ‘angel of the Lord’ appeared. No wonder 
they were ‘sore afraid’! The message, when it came, was no less star- 
tling. At last, God had heard the prayers of his people. The 
long-promised Messiah had been bom. 

Today in the city of David a Saviour is born to you, Christ (Messiah) 
the Lord’. The announcement could not have been more stark and 
clear. And this handful of social outcasts on the hills were the first peo- 
ple on earth to know about it. They were given a ‘sign’ to enable them 
to identify the baby. They might have expected that he would be wear- 
ing royal robes and lying in the arms of a princess. But in fact he would 
be found wearing ‘swaddling cloths’ - simple linen bandages - and 
lying in a feeding trough. 

By the standards of the time there was nothing squalid about a birth 
in a place where cattle were kept - every rural home would have recog- 
nised the scene. But it was a setting of utter simplicity, shorn of 
anything that would suggest rank, power or wealth. It was the birth of 
a child to a simple, peasant couple in a simple, rural setting. 

God still has marvellous things to say to ordinary people. He is still 
‘no respecter of persons’. Intellect, rank, social position, worldly power 
and reputation cut no ice with him. Shepherds never forget the needs 
of the sheep, and God never forgets the needs of the shepherds. 

Canon David Winter is assistant priest in the Hermitage Team Ministry and the 
author of many books including Message for the Millennium (BRF, £5.99). 
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MILLENNIUM 

LECTURE SERIES 


‘Into the Millennium ’ 
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ROLLS ROYCE FOR HIRE 

WEDDINGS 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
TOURING 

OR WHY NOT AS A TREAT 
FOR AN EVENING OUT 
IT’S NOT AS EXPENSIVE AS YOU THINK 

TEL 01993 880660 
MOBILE 07974 046336 
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VVE MANOR 


SULGI 

Telephone 01295 760205 

ATV PQ R CH RISTMAS M 

Med the I x>rd or the Manor al his household in Tull 1 udor costume y y 
See the Great Mali bedecked with seasonal greenery 
[ I x>g fires burning and beeswax candles glowing 

Wassail and winter sweetmeats 
11 k- customs and traditions of Christ mas through the ages 
Ik food and feasting for the festival 
Experience the special atmosphere of Christmas al Sulgravc 

A Cl IRISTM AS TRI-AT I OR Al .1 . 1 1 II ■ FAMILY 
December 4-5 • 11-12 - IK 19 • 27-30 
10.30am- l.OOjmi • 2.00pm-4.30pm 
Adults £430 Children £2.25 
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The home of George Washington's arrestors. Sulgrave Manor is just off the 
B4525 Banbury - Northampton road. 7 miles from junction 11 of the M40 
Sulgrave Manor, Sulgrave. nr Banbury, Oxon OX17 2SD 


2000 


A series of lectures given by 
Honorary Graduates of the 
University of Reading on a broad 
spectrum of globally important 
issues for the next millennium. 

The Lecture Series is aimed 
at a general audience and anyone 
is welcome to attend. There will 
also be the opportunity for a 
discussion about the issues raised. 

Lectures will take place at 7.30pm 
in the Palmer Lecture Theatre on 
the Whiteknights campus. 

Admission is by ticket, obtainable 
free of charge from: 

The Information Office 
The University of Reading 
PO Box 217 
Reading RG66AH 
Telephone: (0118) 931 8004 
Email: information@reading.ac.uk 


18 January - Global Environment 

Sir John Houghton 

Government adviser on 
climate change 

1 February - Science and Society 

Sir Michael Atiyah 

Former President of the Royal Society 

29 February - Creative Art* 

Sir Peter Hall 

Theatre director and film producer 

2 May - Human Development 

HRH Princess Basma 
Bint Talal 


INTO THE MILLENNIUM 

12000 

THE UNIVERSITY OF READING 



mt 


1 1 Dec 1999 - 9 Jan 2000 Box office 01 18 960 6060 
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Ye Olde 
Dog 

& Badger 

14th Century Public House and Restaurant 
Traditional Bar Food 
Snacks and A la Carte Menu 

Under the Personal Management of 
Harry Paul and Annie Read 
Henley Road, Medmenham, Nr Marlow, Bucks SL7 2HE 
Tel: 01491 571362 
Pub Opening Times 
11am - 11pm Monday to Saturday 
12pm - 10.30pm Sunday 

Traditional Bar Food and A la Carte Menu served: 
Monday to Saturday 6.30pm - 9.30pm 
Sunday 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
Lunchtimes: from 12pm-2.30pm 
Traditional Sunday Roast 12pm - 3pm 
A range of light bar snacks served throughout the day 
Our Restaurant is available for reservations and 
PRIVATE PARTIES, SEATING UP TO 32 PEOPLE 
Festive menus available - Christmas Fayre served from 
December 1st 

Christmas Day lunch will be available from 12pm - 3pm 
There will be bne sitting only - book early to 
avoid disappointment 

Tel: 01491 571362 
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West Berkshire Playhouse 



Saturday 27 th November to Saturday 15 th January 2000 

Written by Christopher Lillicrap BOX off ic© 

Directed by John Doyle )W:m 01635 46044 


Designed by Mark Bailey 
Lighting by Richard G. Jones 



t Bagnor, near Newbury, Berkshire RG20 8AE 
The Watermill is a registered charity number 261430 



Desper/ArlisI 
in Siding Glass 

CONSERVATOR 

AND 

RESTORATION 

SPECIALIST 


lelephone/hcsmle 

01494 

773712 



CHOLSEY & WALLINGFORD 
RAILWAY 

SANTA SPECIALS 

December5, 12, 18, 19 

Wallingford: 1130 to 1630, hourly 
Cholsey: 1200 to 1700, hourly 

Ring 01491 835067 (24 hour) 



Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson's 
Guernsey. GT2 4DL. 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Post 
from GUERNSEY 
Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.50 
(including post and packing). 
Alternative numbers of blooms available. 

Order by Telephone 01481 235151 
(9am-12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 239061 

(24 hours - 7 days a week) 


01481 235151 S 


BUY YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
AND HELP THE HOMELESS 

Crafty 

Christmas Sale 

Candles, Cards, Manicures, 
Fashion, Feathers, Pottery, 
Pashminas, Mulled Wine, 
Mince Pies 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 4 12-5pm 

St Stephen’s Church, 
Westbourne Grove, London W11 
('Tube' bus service from Oxford to 
Notting Hill Gate!) 

Admission C3 (children frss) 
All proc—dm to CRISIS Now 
Yenr'e Evo Party tor the 

Homoloss 

For mors Information ring 
Christina Zwsrt on 0976 438336 



THE FOX INN THE OXFORD 

Enstone Road, HOUSE 

Middle Barton, Oxon ■ „ 

Tel: 01869 340338 ^.ppm^Norton, 

Tel: 01608 642918 

CHRISTMAS MENU 

STARTE RS 

ZUPPA DEL GIORNO > V 

Soup of (be day : : ^2 ■■-■■■ ■ 

SALMONE ALLA SCOZZESE 
Smoked salmon filled with prawns, served on a bed of letWX and ax Mail dressing 
CRESPELLE CAS AUNG A % \ 

Pancakes Tilled with asparagus and topped with Stilton cheese 
MELONE NATAUZ10 
A fan of melon served with winter berries and a port sauce 
FUNCH1 ALLA VATICANA 

Pan fried mushrooms in an onion, tomato, tarragon and red wine sauce, 
served on a crouton 

MAIN COURSE 

CERVO GALLESE 
Pan fried venison in a stoe gin sauce 
COTS WOLD LOCAL TURKEY 
Traditional mast turkey served with all the trimmings 
AGNELLO BUONE FESTE 

Rack of lamb cooked in a smoked bacon, mustard and red wine sauce 
SALMONE FESTINO 

Salmon steak poached and topped with a cream and orange sauce 
ANATROCCOLO ALLA FRUTTA 

Oven roasted breast of duck with the chef’s special elderflower wine sauce 
CANELLON1 ALLA SICILIAN A 

Pasta tubes filled with spinach and cheese topped with a tomato sauce 
BISTECCA ALLTNGESE 
6oz Sirloin steak with a Stilton and red wine sauce 
ALL OUR MAIN COURSES ARE SERVED WITH FRESH VEG AND POTATOES 
SWEETS 

A selection of sweets are available (please ask for details) 

Traditional Christmas Pudding. 

Tea Filler Coffee, Espresso, Capuccino A Mints. £14.95 per person 
We would like to wish all of Our Friends and Customers A Merry 
Christmas and a 1 Iapjry New’ Year 


* 4 ^ The Anchor V/ 


m 

With views of fa Villog e Green, this typicol country 

*3t| 


The extensive menu includes bor snacks, children's 
menu, vegetarian dishes and a weekly Sunday Boast. 
We a*e now taking Christmas Party bookings * cau fo* 

FURTHER INFORMATION Ok A COPY OF THE MENU. 


Tel: 01367 710325 


LEIGHFIELD LODGE FARM 
lYaditional Farmhouse 

Farmhouse accommodation 
offering a warm and friendly 
welcome. Situated in quiet 
countryside, offering peace, 
tranquility and beautiful views. 

• Luxurious en-suite rooms 

* Comfortable guests sitting 
room 

* Easy access to Swindon and surrounding countryside 

• Non-smoking throughout 
An ideal base for a short break or business trip ! 

Claire and Rowland Read, Leighfield Lodge Farm, 

Cricklade, Swindon SN6 6RH 

Tel: 01666 860241 \ski 
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TANDOORI RESTAURANT 

Hit fatedt f )tuUeiK fccdtamartt in OxfauldAixt 
We are now taking Christmas Party bookings 

* Fully air conditioned 

* Ixirge parties uelcome 
ie Function room available 

jfr Vegetarian menu jfr Take-away sendee 
Open 12 noon - 2.30pm and 6-1 1.30pm 
108 Walton Street, Oxford 
TEL. 01865 554905/310102 

Book Now fob the Millennium - Cau for Further Details 



THE PREMIER CHOICE FOR HOME COOKED DALIAN FOOD 

-La Oapatuina PestautaRt 

Extensive First Class A La Carte Menu 
Quality wine selection. Fully air conditioned. 
OPEN 6 days 12.00-1 .45 for lunch 
6.00-10.30 for dinner 
(closed Sunday and Mondy lunchtime) 

Oxford 01865 248200 

24 7 Cowley Rood, Oxford 

We are now taking Christmas party bookings 
— j -cau for details of menu 

L -<f We would like to wish oil our friends and customers Seasons Greetings 




DHAKA BRASSERIE 

186 COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD OX4 1UE 
Open 12 noon - 2.30pm, 6pm - midnight 

ALSO OPEN BOXING DAY 
Sunday Buffet 12-5. 30pm - £6.95, 

• Children half price 
• Take away service available (6 mile radius) 

• Students 15% discount and you can bring 
your own wine 

Book in advance for 4 people and receive a FREE 
bottle of wine 

For bookings and further details, 
call 01865 200203 or 202011 












Courses 


leading and Bracknell Christian Training Programme 

4 January for four weeks Mark's Gospel Revd Alan 
Wilson St Michael Sandhurst 8-10pm 

5 February Love Me...Love my Kids! Workshop on step- 
parenting 10am-4pm St Andrew, Priestwood, Bracknell 
14 February Science Fiction and Religion Revd Alison 
Beever St Catherine of Siena, Tilehurst 10am-4pm. 

Details Judi Shepherd, Acting Director, Parish Development 
Office, St Nicolas Church Hall, Sutcliffe Ave, Earley, 

Reading RG6 7JN tel. 0118 926 1451 e-mail: 
pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 


Cottesloe Christian Training Programme 

24 January Living with Loss using Church Pastoral Aid 
Society video course Mursley Parish Room, Main St, Mursley 
8pm £21 (six weeks) Booking by 17 Jan 
27 January, 15 February, 14 March 10am-3pm; 23 
February 8pm Speaking of God: Getting Started in 
Preaching St Barnabas Church Hall, Linslade £7 per day 
1 February Early Church Whaddon Independent Chapel 
8pm £8 (three weeks) Booking by 25 Jan £8 
Bookings Mrs S Nutt, 15 Weston Rd, Great Norwood, Bucks 
MK17 OQQ, tel 01296 713603. 


Vlilton Keynes Christian Training Course 

Courses start in January on Picturing God, Interpreting 
Faith and Experience, The Human Condition, 
Engaging with Personal and Community Ethical 
Issues. Full details from Barbara Albone, MKCTC, Christian 
Foundation, The Square, Aylesbury Street, Wolverton, MK12 
5HX Tel/fax 01908 311310. 


Training in Oxford Archdeaconry 

13 Jan for ten weeks New Testament Studies Revd Robert 
Morgan The Old School House, Sandford-on-Thames 
25 Jan for ten weeks Ethics Canon John Fuller Church 
House £22 7.30-9.30pm 

25 Jan Working with Portfolio Church House 7.30pm £3 
31 Jan The Art of Celebration: all-age worship or chil- 
dren’s worship? Jenny Hyson Church House 7.30pm £3 
Bookings no later than two weeks before course to Canon 
Barabara Doubtfire, Church House. 


Vycliffe Hall Study Pays 

5 February Muslims and Christians: enemies, rivals or 
friends? Christopher Lamb 10am-4pm £15 
Bookings and brochures Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, 
Oxford 0X2 6PW, tel 01865 274212, e-mail: 
extemal@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


A Century of Spiritual Experience 

Thursdays from 20 Jan 7.30 - 9.30pm £47 University of 
Oxford Department of Continuing Education, Rewley House, 
1 Wellington Square, Oxford 0X1 2JA, tel. 01865 270360. 


Ul for one? One for all? 

How can clergy and lay leaders work well together? 

29 January with Cliff Hayward of the Upside-Down Trust 
Church House, Oxford 9.30am (coffee) - 4pm; bring a packed 
lunch. £15. Bookings Jeni Hobbs 01865 208252; e-mail: 
tpradmin@oxford.anglican.org. 


Responses to Persecution 

Saturday 29 January St Philip & St James' Church, 
Woodstock Rd, Oxford 10.30am - 4pm 

with Baroness Caroline Cox, Bishop Kallistos (Ware) 
Organised by St Theosevia Centre and Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies. £10; proceeds to Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
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Living Churches and Cemetery Project aims to provide 
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The Archway Foundation, New Marston 
Pastoral Centre, Jack Straws Lane, Oxford 

0X3 OD Contact: Sheila Furlong 
By giving one hour a fortnight you can 
make a difference to someone’s week. 
How? By helping with transport, serving 
refreshments, or befriending. 

The Ark, 4 Western Road, Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes MK12 5AF Contact: Sue 
Thomas, 01908 315955 
This family style home for vulnerable 16- 
18 year olds welcomes donations of 
money to buy presents, or music tokens 
and toiletries, in fact anything which 
would make suitable presents for young 
men and women. 

Banbury Winter Shelter Contact Frank 
Davis, 01295 720627 
Could you spare four hours per week to 
help? The shelter opens in December for 
four months to provide accommodation 
for homeless people and to assist resi- 
dents in obtaining permanent housing 
and work. 

The Big Take - Shout *99, 115 Southwark 
Bridge Road, London SE1 OAX 

Contact: Philippa Berry, 0171 450 9080 
Groups of young people all over the UK 
are this year campaigning and raising 
money for children in the developing 
world who are forced into unacceptable 
forms of labour. This will culminate in 
the handing in of petitions to local MPs 
before Parliament closes for Christmas, 
and different events happening all round 
the country on 18 December 1999. The 
Big Take is part of The Oasis Trust 
The Bridge Project, 5 Iffley Road, Oxford 
0X4 1EA Contact: 01865 794410 
The Bridge offers emergency overnight 
accommodation for homeless 16-25 year 
olds. Financial donations are much 
appreciated for extras and also crisps 
and other party food. Cheques, payable 
to ‘The Bridge (Oxford) Ltd’, should be 
sent to PO Box 208, Oxford 0X1 3YH . 
Children’s Aid Direct, 12 Portman Road, 
Reading RG30 1EA Contact: for list of 
reception points, 0118 958 4000; to make 
a donation call 24-hour action hotline, 
08701 20 30 40 

We are sending the following to children 
and their carers in Kosovo and Liberia: 
Education Aid (pens, pencils, rulers, 
erasers, chalk, coloured pencils). Hygiene 
items (soup, toothpaste, flannels, sham- 
poo, sanitary towels, disposable or terry 
nappies). Play equipment (footballs, ten- 
nis balls, skipping ropes, recorders, gui- 
tars). Kits for sewing circles in Kosovo 
(wool, buttons, cotton, fabrics, zips). 
Financial contributions always wel- 
comed. Fund-raising volunteers are also 
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and children who may come with them, 
who need help, support and encourage- 
ment. Drinks available all day. Main 
meal served at lunchtime. Many activi- 
ties as well as support and friendship. 
Don-ations of food and money towards 
the Christmas lunch and food parcels 
greatly appreciated. Open Tue/Wed 10- 
4.30, Thu 11-2.30. 

Cornerstone Accommodation, 22/23 
Blackheath Crescent, Bradwell Common, 
Milton Keynes MK13 8AD Contact: Clare 
or Chris, 01908 690096 
We provide homeless young people with 
a secure environment, while they learn 
the disciplines of work or training out in 
the community. Please contact is if you 
would like to help in any way. 


CAN YOU HELP AT 
CHRISTMAS 
OR NEW YEAR? 

We have been finding out what sup- 
port is needed by organisations in 
the Diocese. 

Could you or your church help ? 


FAITH Christian Group (Reading) Trust, 
PO Box 2542, Reading RG30 2XL Contact: 
Paul Hughes, 0118 950 9693 
All year round outreach to the homeless, 
needy and lonely, taking God’s love and 
compassion onto the streets of Reading. 
Candle Tea Van out Friday nights and 
Sunday afternoons, and coninuous ongo- 
ing help for the needy. Always needed: 
prayer, helpers for the Van, donations of 
money and non-perishable food, e.g. 
tines, and more prayer! 

The Gap, 23 Park End Street, Oxford 
Contact: 01865 201818 
Daytime service for young homeless peo- 
ple offering a valuable alternative to 
spending their days on the streets of 
Oxford. New warm items of clothing 
such as socks, and financial donations, 
urgently needed (cheques to ‘The Gap’) 
The Gatehouse, Northgate Hall, St 
Michael’s Street, Oxford OX1 2DU 
Contact: Nick Kennedy 01865 792999 
Ecumenical drop-in centre run by Oxford 
churches. Open daily 5-7pm except 
Sundays 3-5pm (closed Christmas Day). 
Volunteers, donations, contributions 
appreciated, especially new gloves, socks, 
scarves for presents preferably by 15 Dec. 
Langley House Trust, PO Box 181, Witney 
OX8 6WD Contact: Paul Langley, 01993 


into the community crimeffee. We have I 
projects nation-wide including one in 
Reading. We always welcome support 
including volunteering, becoming a 
prayer partner or making a donation. 
Oxford Night Shelter and Luther Street, 
Drop-in Centre, PO Box 177, Oxford OX1 
1SF Contact: 01865 251744/250153 
Emergency accommodation and day cen- 
tre facilities for the homeless. Donations 
gratefully received: towels, blankets, toi- 
letries, non-perishable food, Christmas 
treats most welcome. Also major appeal 
under way for funds to rebuild the night 
shelter - cheques to ‘Oxford Night Shelter 
- New Shelter Fundraising’, or contact 
Nicola Bonnin for further information. 
Parents And Children Together (PACT, 
formerly The Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Work), 48 Bath Road, Reading 
RG1 6PG Contact: Sue Baker or Hester 
Robinson, 0118 958 1861 
PACT drop-in centres for disadvantaged 
families in Reading, Bracknell and 
Windsor would be grateful for Christmas 
presents for children under 5 and dona- 
tions towards Christmas parties. The cen- 
tres always need: magazines, paperback 
books, scraps of wool and materials, 
sewing and craft items, nearly new chil- 
dren’s clothes and equipment, tea bags 
coffee, sugar, biscuits. 

The Porch, All Saints Convent, St Mary’s 
Rd, Oxford OX4 1RU Contact: Lisa 
Brophy, 01865 728545 
The Porch is a small drop-in centre for 
homeless people, open from 10.15- 
11.30am and 6-8pm every day except 
Wednesday, including over the Christmas 
period. Regular volunteers are needed to 
help serve; donations of money or socks 
and gloves are always welcome. 

St Francis House, 227 Cowley Road, 
Oxford OX4 1XG Contact: Clive or 
Rachel, 01865 248288 
A gospel-inspired house which provides 
hospitality for asylum seekers, particu- 
larly those without access to state bene 
fits. They welcome financial help and 
donations of food and household prod- 
ucts. 

St Mary's Church, Aylesbury Contact: 
Amina, 01296 428518 
Christmas lunch at St Mary’s: everyone 
who would prefer to share their celebra- 
tion meal with those less fortunate is 
welcome to take part. Donations of new 
gifts and money are also needed. 

The Salvation Army, Albion Place (bot- 
tom of St Ebbes), Oxford OX1 1QZ 
Contact: Majors Paul and Jacqueline 
Wright, 01865 246278 
Donations of new toys, gifts and food 




01235 520470 





One Solitary Life Christian Theatre Group 
THE JOURNEY 

A musical play by Shelagh Stanbridge on the journey of 
the Magi to seek the new-born Jesus 

Kenton Theatre, Henley 
1-4 December 

7.45pm (and 2.30 pm on 4 Dec) Tickets £6 01491 573698 
(box office llam-5pm) or M Carter 01491 573746. 


Riding lights Theatre Company National Tour 

BAIANCMO ACT 

Stories of slavery and debt 

Wed 1 December Kidlington 

Gosford Hill School, Oxford Road 7.30pm 
Wed 8 December Maidenhead 
Magnet Leisure Centre, Holmanleaze 7.30pm 
Tickets: £7.50/£5 National Ticket Hotline 0645 613000 or 
01904 613000 (Mon-Fri 9.30am-6.30pm; Sat lOam-lpm). 
Information Anthony Dunn, Marketing Officer, Riding 
Lights Theatre Company, 8 Bootham Terrace, York YO30 
7DH. Tel/fax 01904 655317/ 651532. 


The York Nativity 
Play 

St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Aldermaston 

9 - 10 December 8pm 
11-12 December 7pm 
Tickets free (collection for 
charitv and church funds) 


Chieveley Christmas 
Play 

Chieveley Church 8pm 
16 & 17 December 8pm 

The Christmas story told in 
the style of a mediaeval 
mystery play 




I organised Dy st ineosevia centre and uxrord centre tor Mission | 
Studies. £10; proceeds to Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

Notices 

Living Churches and Cemetery Project aims to provide 
havens for wildlife in churchyards and cemeteries, gives 
training on managing churchyards for wildlife, produces 
newsletters and gives awards. It is looking for an interested 
clergy member to be diocesan rep on the organising forum. 
Contact Moira Cullen, BBONT, The Lodge, 1 Armstrong Rd, 
Littlemore, Oxford 6X4 4XT, tel 01865 775476. 

Directory of holidays for clergy and church members, 
including some free accommodation and clergy discounts: 
Off Duty 2000. For a free copy, send an A4 stamped 
addressed envelope to Off Duty, The Vicarage, Coniston, 
Cumbria LA21 8DX, tel. 015394 41868. Advertisements for 
your holiday accommodation welcome. 

Fontal box free for collection from North Hinksey Church. 
01865 245473 after 6pm. 


nis balls, skipping ropes, recorders, gui- 
tars). Kits for sewing circles in Kosovo 
(wool, buttons, cotton, fabrics, zips). 
Financial contributions always wel- 
comed. Fund-raising volunteers are also 
needed in the area. 

Church in Abingdon Social 
Responsibility Group Contact: Karen 
Wesson, 30 Cullerne Close, Abingdon 
The Group has produced a list of items 
needed items by Oxford organisations for 
the homeless and encourages churches 
to put out boxes for donated things at 
Christmas. It also gets isolated people 
together at ‘knit-ins’ for the homeless. 
Churches in Reading Women’s Centre, 
Wesley Church, 84 Queen’s Road, 

Reading RG1 4BW 0118 957 6390 

Contact: Sheila Goldsmith 

Day and drop-in centre for all women, 


Volunteers, donations, contributions 
appreciated, especially new gloves, socks, 
scarves for presents preferably by 15 Dec. 

Langley House Trust, PO Box 181, Witney 

OX8 6WD Contact: Paul Langley, 01993 
774075 

The Langley House Trust is a registered 
charity helping prison-leavers to resettle 

ORISSA APPEALS 

EFICOR is an Indian Christian relief organisa- 
tion working directly with churches in 
Orissa. Gifts will be forwarded by Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies (cheques payable 
to OCMS), PO Box 70, Oxford 0X2 6HB.Tel 
01865 510823. 

Gifts to the joint charities’ Disasters 
Emergency Committee may be sent to P0 
Box 999, London EC4A 9AA (cheques to DEC 
India Cyclone Appeal) 


The Salvation Army, Albion Place (bot- 
tom of St Ebbes), Oxford OX1 1QZ 
Contact: Majors Paul and Jacqueline 
Wright, 01865 246278 
Donations of new toys, gifts and food 
would be appreciated for the provision of 
Christmas parcels. We also provide 
Christmas Day meals for the lonely and 
elderly, so donations towards this will 
also be welcome. Gifts can be left at the 
Hall (Tuesday - Friday 10am-2pm). 
Donation cheques (to ‘The Salvation 
Army*) can be sent to the address above. 
Simon House Hostel, PO Box 36, Paradise 
Street, Oxford OX1 1HE Contact: Jackie 
Boyce, 01865 726241. 

Gifts are most welcome: tinned food, toi- 
letries, men’s or women’s clothing, small 
Christmas gifts for the 55 residents. 


Church, Aldermaston 

9 - 10 December 8pm 
11-12 December 7pm 
Tickets free (collection for 
charity and church funds) 
from V Hall, The Gables, 
Church Rd, Aldermaston 
RG7 4LR. 


Christ Church Cathedral 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 10am 
Matins and Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 6pm 
Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong and 6pm sung 
Eucharist). Carols: 18 Dec 8pm Tickets 01865 
798600. 


16 8< 17 December 8pm 

The Christmas story told in 
the style of a mediaeval 
mystery play 

Tickets free from 01635 
247677 or village shop 


Wliat’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline: 17 January 2000. 


DECEMBER 

Wed 1 onwards GROVE ‘Cornerstone’, Savile 
Way start of December Special: mince pie with tea 
or coffee 85p. Earlier opening Mon - Fri in Dec: 
9.30am 

Wed 1 OXFORD World AIDS Day Ecumenical 
Service New College Chapel 7.30pm. 

Wed 1 READING Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin Choral Evensong: cathedral style Prayer 
Book service Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
6.15pm. 

Thu 2 OXFORD St Giles’ Church Revd Dr Ralph 
Waller on John and Charles Wesley 12.30pm. 

Thu 2 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. l-2pm. Speaker 
Geoff Chivers, Director, Berkshire Age Concern. 
£1.50. Details Philip Wickens 0118 987 2878. 

Fri 3 PANGBOURNE All Churches Together. 
Millennium Matters: questions on the family 

What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. We try to fit in as many 
requests as possible, but cannot guar- 
antee that your entry will be included. 


answered by a panel Village Hall 8pm. Details 
Revd J Staples 0118 984 2928. 

Fri 3 READING Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin. Lunch-time organ recital by David Sidwell 
12.15pm. Free; collection for organ restoration 
fund. Details Gordon Hands 0118 959 0025. 

Sat 4 TUBNEY Christmas Bazaar Tubney Church, 
Oxford Rd (A420) 2pm. Cakes, books, toys, gifts, 
refreshments. Free car park near church. Details 
Revd K Triplow 01865 390803. 

Sat 4 BLETCHINGDON Christmas Fayre in aid of 
St Giles’ Church. Village hall 2pm refreshments. 
Father Christmas. Details 01869 350491. 

Sat 4 OXFORD CND Christmas Bazaar 10.30am- 
4pm Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall St. Live 
music, Santa, good food. Caroline Lucas MEP 
speaks 2.15pm. Details I & D Gill 01865 242919. 
Sat 4 HIGH WYCOMBE Christmas Bazaar with 
Bisham Concert Band St Mary & St George 
Church, Sands (the one with the green dome) 
2pm in aid of church funds. Details 01494 471545. 
Sun 5 SUTTON COURTENAY All Saints Singers of 
Sutton Courtenay: Haydn, Mozart, Geoffrey Bush 
All Saints’ Church 7.30pm Tickets £5/family £12 
on door or 01235 848719, 848205, 848420. 


Sun 5 DORCHESTER Abbey Mediaeval Carols 
Opus Anglicanum 7pm. Tickets £10 on door or 
OA, Wellow House, High St, Harwell OX11 0EU. 
Sun 5 PYRTON Adelaide Consort madrigals and 
folk songs St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5/£4 
(includes wine and mince pies) on door. Details 
01491 612494. 

Mon 6 onwards GROVE ‘Cornerstone’, Savile 
Way Special Christmas menu: 3 courses followed 
by mince pies and tea/coffee Mon - Fri £7.55. Pre- 
booking essential 01235 772280. 

Mon 6 READING GSS Chapter Meeting, Guild 
Office, St Laurence Church, 8pm. Details David 
Gilman 0118 959 8102. 

Mon 6 READING Douai Abbey Advent talk 
Alexander Austin OSB 7.45pm £5. Details Past-oral 
Programme Director, Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton, RG7 5TQ, tel. 0118 971 5333. 

Tue 7 OXFORD Find your Voice: for those who 
need help with singing in church. Church House 
10am - 4pm £10. Details Ruth Lamdin 01865 
767160. Bookings Jeni Hobbs 01865 208252. 

Tue 7 OXFORD St Clement’s Family Centre Roger 
Jones introduces his new musical (to be per- 
formed in April in Town Hall) 12.30-2pm Light 
lunch. Details M & B Cox, 01865 454078. 

Thu 9 OXFORD St Giles’ Church Rt Revd Geoffrey 
Rowell on John Henry Newman. 

Sat 11 DEDDINGTON Banbury Choral Society 
sing Haydn’s Creation St Peter & St Paul Church 
8pm. Tickets £7/£6, under 12s free on door or 
Ottakars, 16 High St, Banbury, tel 01295 270498. 
Sat 11 HAMBLEDON Meet 10.15am for Henley/ 
Marlow area walk 10.15am Christian Rambling 
Club Reading Local Group. Details Valerie Givan 
0118 978 2757. 

Sat 11 BANBURY Haydn’s Creation St Peter 8z St 
Paul Church 8pm Banbury Choral Society. Tickets 
£7/£6 under 12s free: on door or from Ottakars, 16 
High St, Banbury, tel 01295 270498. 

Sat 11 READING Douai Abbey Douai Choral 
Society Vaughan Williams and Britten 7.45pm 
£5/£3. Music at Douai, Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton, RG7 5TQ, tel 0118 971 5271. 

Sat 11 WENDOVER Christmas concert St Mary 
the Virgin 7.45pm Wendover Choral Society 
Vivaldi, Handel, carols. Tickets Wendover 
Insurance and Tourist Information Centre. 

Sat 11 OXFORD Keble College Chapel ‘Joyeux 
Noel’ baroque Christmas music from Frideswide 
Ensemble 7.30pm Tickets £10 01865 798600. 


Sat 11 - Tue 14 BOURNE END ‘2000 Years of 
Christmas’ Exhibition Methodist Church, Furlong 
Rd. Sat 10am-7pm; coffee morning and Christmas 
music 10am-12. Sun 2-7pm, Mon, Tue 10am-7pm. 
Details D Stanton 01628 524828. 

Mon 13 READING Douai Abbey Advent talk 
Nicholas Broadbridge OSB 7.45pm £5. Details 
Pastoral Programme Director, Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton RG7 5TQ, tel 0118 971 5333. 

Wed 15 READING Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin Advent Carol Service: music for congrega- 
tion and choir sung by Reading Minster Midweek 
Choir 7.30pm. 

Fri 17 HETHE (Bicester) Christmas Fair: gifts, 
food, tombola, light lunches The Old Rectory 
10am-4pm. Admission £1, under 16s free in aid of 
St Edmund & St George Church and Alzheimer’s 
Society. Details 01869 277218. 

Fri 17 FINGEST (Henley) Healing service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 

Fri 17 READING Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin Organ recital by Leslie Davis 12.15pm. Free; 
collection for organ restoration fund. 

Fri 17 DORCHESTER Abbey 8pm Carol Concert 
by Candlelight Choir of Lincoln College, Oxford 
and Oratory Preparatory School in aid of Artificial 
Heart Fund and Dorchester Abbey Appeal. Tickets 
£10 on door. 

Fri 17 HIGH WYCOMBE Carols by Candlelight St 
Mary 8i St George Church, Sands (the one with the 
green dome) 7.30pm. Details 01494 471545. 

Sat 18 WINDSOR United Reform Church Carols 
with coffee and mince pies Royal Free Singers. 
Tickets Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sun 19 READING Douai Abbey Music and 
Reflections for Advent 7.45pm. Douai monks and 
Douai Abbey Singers and Ensemble: Zelenka, 
Palestina, Monteverdi, Richard Rodney Bennett. 
No tickets; collection. 

Sun 19 HIGH WYCOMBE Christingle Service St 
Mary and St George Church, Sands (the one with 
the green dome) 4pm. Details 01494 471545. 

Sun 19 - Fri 31 LONG CRENDON St Mary’s Flower 
Festival ‘The Christmas Story’ afternoons (except 
Christmas Day and Sun 26th), and mornings from 
10.30am during first week and Mon 27th. Details 
Penelope Everett 01844 208451. 

Mon 20 READING Douai Abbey Advent talk 
Bernard Swinhoe OSB 7.45pm £5. Details Pastoral 
Programme Director, Douai Abbey, Upper 


Woolhampton, Reading RG7 5TQ; 0118 971 5333. 
Wed 22 READING Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin Meditative Eucharist with carols from 
gallery Reading Minster Midweek Choir 7.15pm. 
Fri 31 EASTHAMPSTEAD (Bracknell) Service to 
' Welcome new Millennium St Michael and St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Crowthorne Rd 11.30pm 
includes lighting Millennium candle and ringing 
in new Millennium on church bells. 


BBC 

THAMES VALLEY 
95.2 & 104.1 FM 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 

Local religious views, church news, 
favourite hymns 


JANUARY 

Sat 1 EASTHAMPSTEAD (Bracknell) Millennium 
Service St Michael & St Mary Magdalene Church, 
Crowthorne Rd begins 12 noon with ringing of 
church bells. 

Sun 2 STOKENCHURCH Churches Together 
United Service of Praise and Thanksgiving St Peter 
& St Paul Church 10am. 

Mon 3 MAIDENHEAD area Meet 10.15 am for 9 
mile ramble. Christian Rambling Club Reading 
Local Group. Details Valerie Givan 0118 978 2757. 
Wed 5 HENLEY ‘At the Gate of the Year’: pause for 
reflection 10am-4pm £14. Details Administrator, 
The Spring, Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley-on- 
Thames, RG9 5DH, tel 01491 641167. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Merton College Chapel 17th and 
18th century music by Thames Consort in aid of 
Children in Touch for autistic children and young 
adults 7.30pm. Tickets £7/£6. Details 01491 838384 
or 01865 767281. 

Sat 8 OXFORD St Clement’s Family Centre 
Introductory afternoon to Roger Jones* new musi- 
cal ‘Snakes and Ladders’, to be performed in April. 
Details Martin Cox 01865 454078. 

Mon 10 WOODSTOCK Churches Together Open 
Lecture: Canon Thomas Farrell on Mother Teresa. 
Baptist Church, High St 8pm. Details Michael 
Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 10 READING GSS Chapter Meeting, Guild 
Office, St Laurence Church, 8pm followed by 
AGM. Details David Gilman 0118 959 8102. 


Sat 15 READING area Meet 10.15am for 8 mile 
ramble. Christian Rambling Club Reading Local 
Group. Details Valerie Givan 0118 978 2757. 

Sat 15 READING Douai Abbey Concert £8/£3 
Details Music at Douai, Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton, RG7 5TQ, tel 0118 971 5271. 

Tue 18 OXFORD ‘History of Christianity’ lecture. 
Alexander Murray on The Later Middle Ages. 5pm 
Examination Schools, High St. 

Tue 18 SLOUGH Religious Studies Centre, Lea 
Junior School, Grasmere Ave'2-7pm. Details 
Heather 01753 822888. 

Sat 22 READING Douai Abbey Day of Recollec- 
tion for Readers and Ministers of the Eucharist 
10.45am-4pm £10. Bookings Pastoral Programme 
Director, Douai Abbey, Upper Woolhampton RG7 
5TQ, tel 0118 971 5333. 

Sat 22 - Sun 23 MAIDS MORETON St Edmund’s 
Church A Fresh Start - Winter Festival of Flowers. 
Prayers and flowers for new Millennium Sat 
10am-6pm, Sun llam-6pm. Sponsored teddy 
bears’ parachute jump from church tower Sat 12 
noon. Refreshments. Details 10280 813246. 

Tue 25 OXFORD ‘History of Christianity’ lecture 
Prof Diarmaid MacCulloch on The Reformation 
5pm Examination Schools, High St. 

Fri 28 FINGEST (Henley) Healing service With lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 

Fri 28 - Sun 30 READING Douai Abbey Retreat/ 
workshop ‘Spirituality in the Workplace: relation- 
ships in the workplace and beyond’ £85. Bookings 
and details The Pastoral Programme Director, 
Douai Abbey, Upper Woolhampton, Reading RG7 
5TQ, tel 0118 971 5333. 

Sat 29 ALDERMASTON Meet 10am for 8 mile 
ramble. Christian Rambling Club Reading Local 
Group. Details Valerie Givan 0118 978 2757. 

Sat 29 READING Douai Abbey Concert Young 
musicians of West and Central Berks £5/£3. 
Details Music at Douai, Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton, RG7 5TQ, tel 0118 971 5271. 

Sat 29 READING Youth praise/evangelistic event 
from LIFTED (Life In Full Through Eternal 
Destiny). Earley Christian Fellowship, 153 
Wokingham Road Reading, tel. 0118 929 9523. 
Sun 30 BURFORD Snowdrop Sunday Burford 
Priory Grounds and woodland open for viewing 
carpets of snowdrops. £2/£l children free. Tea and 
cakes for sale in aid of Priory and Burford Primary 
School Endowment Appeal. 
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Night Watches 

meditations and prayers 

£4.95 


The Love that Heals 

explorations in pastoral care ' 

£6.95 


Deepen the 
relationship 


Postage and packing not included in price: 

For orders up to £1. add 60p 
Between £ I & £5. add £1.25 
Between £5 & £7.50, add £1.95 
Between £7.50 & £10. add £2.50 
Between £10 & £30. add £3 
Over £30, postage and packing free 


86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT 

Tel: on l 916 2020 Fax: 0171 916 2021 
* Direct Line: 01 71 916 8629 
Email: comedi@ure.org.uk 


BOOKWORLD 

2 Victoria Street, 
Bourton-on-the-Water 
Glos GL54 2BU 
Tel: 01451 810664 


BOOKWORLD 

1 Market Place, 
Chipping Norton, 
Oxon OX7 5NA 
Tel: 01608 645358 


... compare our prices 
with the publishers and 
you will!! 


ACTIVE LIFE CAN BE EXTENDED NATURALLY 
CANCER CAN BE PREVENTED NATURALLY 


Reg Charity number 236627 
Please help us in any way you can. Thank you. 


CHILDREN’S 
PERSONALISED BOOKS 

Educational & exciting personalised books from 
Custom Books Ltd 

wwwwwwww 

A wonderful keepsake for a lifetime of cherished 
memories 

wwwwwwww 

In these books a child becomes the main character of 
their own story 

wwwwwwww 

Guaranteed to delight 

WWWWWWWW 

These books make a great Christmas or Birthday gift at 
only £6.99 + p/p 


For more information, please call: 

Tel: 0118 962 2666 


MILLENNIUM 
ALL AGE VISUAL ROLL 

Go and buy Cliff Richard's "The Millennium Prayer" 
Available soon in the shops to help Charity 
THEN ORDER OUR 10 METRE ROLL OF VISUALS 
TO ILLUSTRATE THE LORD'S PRAYER 
IN WORSHIP AND SCHOOLS 


Telephone; 

Sl®{§§ 


Old Granary 
Industries 


Manufactured by 
aklllad Chriatian 


grandfather clock is 
decorated with an 
original miniatura oil 


the finest oak, walnut 
or mahogany. 

Vienna wall clocka 


EVENLODE 

PBE&5 


STATIONERY. CAQDS, 
PAPER PPODUCT6 

Avenue One, Station Lane, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 771277 


K FAULKNER 

CRICKET books, Wisdens, memorabilia 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

CATALOGUES ISSUED FOR CRICKET AND 

OTHER SPORTS 

STAMPED FOR A GIFT 

65 Brookside, Wokingham, Berks RG41 2ST 

0118 978 5255 

also at ~ Gloucestershire CC Club Shop 
Nevil Road, Bristol BS7 9EJ 


Also ‘Mary's Boy ... long time ago in Bethlehem' song roll ideal for Millennium celebrations 
or Christmas also ‘Silent Night' and many mote. Rolls £12 + £2.80 P&P FREE CATALOGUE OF 
ALL AGE VISUAL AIDS 

DECADE MINISTRIES : GROVE HOUSE : LIMETREES : 
CHILTON : OXON : OX11 0HY 
01235 833030 


For colour brochure and further 
information please call 

Old Granary Induatriaa on 
01234 824300 


J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 
Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yarns and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 


^LE Qd> 


18 HIGH STREET 
THATCHAM 


Tel: 01635 871251 


x 

Proprietor: Ray Hedges 


Yours 

Reverently 

& 

The Parson 
Knows 


From 1948 to 1982 the Rev. Oliver Willmott 
wrote three quarters of a million words about his 
three parishes in West Dorset. These humorous 
books cover the first 20 years. £11 inc. p&p 

BISHOP STREET PRESS 

8 Bishop Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 5HA 
Phone: (01743) 343718 Fax: (01743) 231826 


CHESS 

SET 


Ideal 

Christmas Gifts 

Hand painted models in 
Gold and Silver metallics, 
with ceramic board. 
Are in boxes 

PRICED £55 EACH 

Nationwide p+p only £7 
Chess sets made to your 
own design or ^olour. 
Can replace existing chess 
set figures 

01502 516553 


Waterfields 

Secondhand & Antiquarian Books 


Forthcoming catalogue 

The Library of Owen Barfield 
Friend of C.S. Lewis 

52 High Street, Oxford OX1 4AS 

Tel: (01865) 721809 


celebrate your life ! 


Creative Memories 
professionals can 
guide you every step 
of the way, teaching 
you how to organise 
your photographs and 
actually start your 
scrapbook albums. 

Classes are now available in this area, 
costing just £5 (including both materials 
and tuition) 

Call your Creative Memories Consultant 
for more information on: 01608 642024 


Where are your 
precious photographs? 

If they are In drawers or albums that arc 
destroying the Images they are meant to 
protect 

... help is 
available! 




memories , ; 


Our work is ... 

Caring 

Running nine residential and 
nursing homes, 

THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry. 

Another new home has just opened, increasing places 
available, but funds are urgently needed to build further homes 
to cater for the growing number of Boards pensioners 
who need help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us continue this much 
needed work for those who have cared for others in the 

name of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the Board’s 
charitable work, or words for inclusion in a will are available 

from the Secretary: 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OTD) 

FREEPOST, 7 Little College Street, 
London SW1P 3SF 








